autumn 2014

live well
with wildlife

big win for carnivores
inside coyote family life
pay it forward!
mammals on the move
coyote encounters
remembering frances
terwilliger environmental award winner
meryl sundove

news I
I wildcare
Volume 18, Number 2

Dear Friends,
I’m pleased to share great news on several fronts!
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415-453-1000

On Thursday, June 26, WildCare received County of
Marin approval of our proposed activities at our future
home on the Silveira Ranch in San Rafael. This is indeed
a milestone; after twelve months of conceptual planning
and numerous studies to determine whether WildCare
would be a good fit for the site, we are good to go!

Wildlife Hotline and Hospital

415-456-SAVE (7283)

Website www.wildcarebayarea.org
Address

The next step in this process is to secure building
permits, and that process will require additional studies,
tests and advice from many different professionals. WildCare is extremely
fortunate to have the guidance and oversight of our board member Ed Dong,
who brings considerable commercial real estate development and engineering
expertise to this important project. With his pro bono assistance, WildCare
will be able to insure that the next phase of development will be as cost
effective and efficient as possible, maximizing our donors’ contributions to
make this new home possible.
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executive director

Karen Wilson
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With significant input from WildCare, the California Environmental
Protection Agency’s Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) recently
restricted the sale and use of some rat poisons known as second-generation
rodenticides (SGARSs). This new restriction took effect on July 1, 2014.

Many thanks to all of you for your incredible support and
for all that you do for WildCare!

Karen Wilson
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Last but not least, I’d like to welcome two new staff
members to WildCare’s education department. Van Naturalist
Craig Engle joins us to take the Terwilliger Nature Van
programs to schools throughout the Bay Area. Tory Russell,
our new Education Program Manager, will be instrumental
in growing all of our education programs as we look toward
expansion.

Email info@wildcarebayarea.org
76 Albert Park Lane, San Rafael, CA 94901
Office Hours 9am–5pm M-F

Exhibit Hall, Courtyard and Clinic Hours

To date, generous individuals and foundations have contributed over $2.2
million of the $8 million needed to build a new hospital and renovate the
existing buildings of our new campus. We are still in the “quiet phase” of the
capital campaign, and plan to launch a more public fundraising effort once we
have achieved a specific monetary milestone in the quiet phase. Many, many
thanks to all of you who have helped us already during the quiet phase!

WildCare was awarded a contract from DPR to study
the levels of these poisons in many of our patients. Sadly,
over 86% of all wildlife tested – regardless of the reason they
were brought to WildCare – tested positive for some level of
rodenticides in their systems. This study provided important
data which helped support the decision to restrict these toxic
chemicals for consumer use. More about this in the “Big Win
for Carnivores” article on page 4.

fax: 415-456-0594

Tory Russell
Education Program
Manager

WildCare advocates for wildlife
for a sustainable world.
Cover Photograph: Coyote hunting rodents by
		Janet Kessler
Editor: JoLynn Taylor
Website: Alison Hermance
WildCare’s newsletter is published three times a year (April,
August, November). Every effort has been made to ensure that the
contents of this publication are accurate. We regret that we cannot
be responsible for human error, printing mistakes, or variations in
individual workmanship. Printed in USA on Orion Satin Recycled
paper by Schumann Printers, Inc., Fall River, Wisconsin.
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I news & notes I

I local heroes I

volunteer appreciation
Volunteer Appreciation Week was
April 6-12 this year. At WildCare that
meant lunch, gifts and special attention
from a grateful staff to our volunteers.
This year we offer special thanks
to WildCare’s Volunteer Week donors
who generously helped us thank our
350-plus volunteers.
Arizmendi Bakery, Beretta,
Campari, Comforts, Delarosa, Food
& Treats, Lolinda, Marin Brewing
Company, Massage Envy, Moylan’s
Brewing Company, Patagonia, Point
Reyes Outdoors, Slide Ranch, Starbelly,
Terri Tienken, Whole Foods MarketSan Rafael and Woodlands PetsSan Rafael all made thoughtful and
generous donations.
Please support these businesses
and help us show them how much we
appreciate their support of WildCare!
autumn 2014
2014

From April to August this year,
WildCare launched the first Baby
Bird Nest campaign, designed to help
WildCare’s orphaned nestling birds,
as well as those in bird hospitals
around the country. We appealed to
the knitting community for help in
making the woolen nests.
We kicked off the campaign with
a live “knit-along,” and set up a cyber
outpost on ravelry.net, a knitting
and crocheting social network. The
donated nests poured in. Individual
knitters, young classes of elementary
school kids, family transitional
housing shelter residents, church
groups, and senior centers all sent
nests.
Visit www.babybirdnest.org to see
photos and patterns of the nests.

donations of goods
In-kind donors are some of
our most valued supporters. These
generous people bring in everything
from lettuce for ducklings to medical
supplies, towels and clean kennels.
Unfortunately not all medical
supplies are usable for our animal

news and notes
continues on page 12

Photo by David Taylor

they’re singing our praises!

Arizmendi Bakery (arizmendisanrafael.com) is a worker-owned
cooperative of artisan bakers who
offer delicious pizzas, pastries and
beverages in downtown San Rafael,
as well as at four other Bay Area
locations. All of their artisan crafted
baked goods are prepared from
scratch, including freshly brewed
locally roasted organic coffee.
The Cheese Board, a gourmet
institution in Berkeley, is a
founding member of the Arizmendi
Association bakeries, all dedicated
to serving top-quality products and
creating locally-rooted jobs.
Arizmendi is about community,
and they demonstrate that by
providing weekly donations of
pastries to our volunteers and staff at
WildCare. Thank you, Arizmendi!

Living with Wildlife Photography Contest
Enter your best California wildlife
photo to win our
$500 Best in Show Prize
Entry deadline September 19, 2014
Visit wildcarebayarea.org/photocontest or call 415-453-1000 x 24
for rules and entry forms.

Cash prizes
prizes are
are made
made possible
possible by
by contest
contest fees
fees and
and the
the gift
gift of
of aa generous
generous donor.
donor.
Cash
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The 2014 WildCare Environmental
Award celebrates the Redford Center’s
commitment to transforming social
and environmental issues into films
that inspire thought, action and
positive change.
Founded by Robert Redford and
his children – James, Shauna and
Amy – the Redford Center enables
the family to participate consistently
and thoughtfully in solving some of
the most critical issues of our time. In
collaboration with artists, activists and
philanthropists, the Redford Center
designs campaigns for the films they
produce so that awareness can truly be
the spark that moves people to act.
The WildCare Environmental
Award recognizes leaders in the fields
of animal welfare, conservation and the
environment, whose work aligns with
WildCare’s mission. Dr. Jane Goodall
was the first award recipient in 2013.
The award celebration will take
place on November 12, 2014 at Cavallo
Point in Sausalito. Individual tickets
will be available at $250 per person
in September. Event sponsorships are
available now. For more information,
please visit www.wildcarebayarea.org.

Photo by Melanie Piazza

wildcare environmental award to
honor the redford center

big win for carnivores

Coyote father brings home a rodent for his pups. Photo by Janet Kessler

The battle against rodenticide poisons has been a long struggle, and
has sometimes seemed to be “two steps forward, one step back.” On May 30,
however, the anti-rodenticide movement got some surprisingly good news. Reckitt
Benckiser, the makers of d-CON, announced a long-overdue agreement with the
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to discontinue the production and
distribution of second-generation rodenticides (SGARs) that contain the highly
dangerous toxins brodifacoum, bromadiolone, difenacoum and difethialone.
d-con and the epa
The twelve withdrawn d-CON
products do not meet the EPA’s
current safety standards. Eight of
the products contain the dangerous
second-generation anticoagulants
that WildCare’s data has shown are
so dangerous to wildlife, and their
packaging is not sufficiently tamperresistant to prevent children and pets
from coming into contact with them.
Why was Reckitt Benckiser’s
announcement a surprise? In February
4 wildcare 415.453.1000

of 2013, the US EPA had issued a
“Notice of Intent to Cancel” these
twelve products, which seemed to
be great news for wildlife until the
manufacturer opted to contest the
cancellation through an administrative
hearing process. While the hearing
process continued, these deadly
products continued to be widely
available to consumers. With the
spector of the hearing process looming
for years to come, WildCare and other
anti-rodenticide advocates despaired.

But then a light appeared at the end
of the tunnel – for California wildlife,
at least. At the beginning of 2014, the
California EPA’s Department of Pesticide
Regulation issued a ruling that made
the four most dangerous secondgeneration anticoagulant rodenticide
compounds unavailable to retail
consumers as of July 1, 2014.
These four SGAR compounds,
which are now ruled as restricted
use in California, make up the active
ingredients in eight of the 12 d-CON
products being discontinued. The
ruling means that in California, the
products that have been shown to
be the most deadly to wildlife will
no longer be readily available to
consumers.

the price of poison
When a carnivore eats a rodent that
has eaten rat poison, that hawk, owl,
autumn 2014

next steps
Right now pest control companies
can place rat poison within 50 feet
of buildings and in our state and
national parks. This means that the
owls, hawks, foxes, bobcats and other
wildlife in our parks, instead of finding
refuge in protected areas, are finding
poisoned rodents, and being poisoned
themselves.
California Assembly Bill 2657,
presented by Assemblymember Richard
Bloom, would prohibit the use of any
pesticide that contains one or more of
the specified SGARs in wildlife habitat
areas, defined as any state or national
park, state or federal wildlife refuge, or
state conservancy. WildCare’s research
is helping the bill’s supporters make the
case.

poison food chain
An article titled Poison Food Chain,
published in the May-June 2014
issue of Outdoor California magazine
from the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (www.dfg.ca.gov/
ocal) advises that the easiest way to
discourage rodents is “...to remove
or modify anything that could make
them comfortable. Sanitation is the first
step to controlling rodents. Without
sanitation, all other efforts will be
wasted and rats will return.”
We don’t need poison.

Great Blue Heron with a prize Photo by Sandra
Vasas
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Bobcat with a gopher Photo by Trish Carney
trishcarney.com

Photo by Alison Hermance

raven, vulture, Bobcat, house cat or
Coyote is also poisoned.
WildCare’s Rodenticide Diagnostics
and Advocacy Program (RDAP)
has sent samples from hundreds of
wild patients to the lab to test for
rodenticide exposure, and a shocking
76.8% of animals in 2013 tested
positive for exposure.
Getting these products off the
shelves of neighborhood hardware
stores is an especially big win for
endangered wildlife species such as
Northern Spotted Owls, still living
in close proximity to people, such as
those in Muir Woods and Samuel P.
Taylor Park. While the products are
still available to licensed pest control
operators, widespread use of SGARs
will be significantly lessened.
With luck, and with the successful
implementation of the EPA regulations,
SGARs will gradually recede from the
food chain.
There is speculation that Reckitt
Benckiser will move to diphacinone,
a first generation anticoagulant
rodenticide (FGAR). FGAR’s are still
deadly to nontarget animals, but
require multiple feedings and are less
persistent in tissues. While this is a big
win for everyone, there is still work
to be done to ultimately remove all of
these poisons from our environment.

Rodents are such a staple
food for wild animals that
WildCare’s hospital budget
each year includes $25,000 to
purchase rodents for our patients.
Rats and mice feed hawks
and owls (like the nestling
Northern Spotted Owl shown here
being offered mouse meat), crows
and ravens, snakes, raccoons,
opossums, skunks, bobcats
and coyotes. They are used by
hospital and foster care patients,
and in Hungry Owl Project Barn
Owl hack boxes.
Is it any wonder we don’t want
to release our patients in areas
where they can easily capture
poisoned rodents?
Visit www.wildcarebayarea.
org/updates to read this little
owl’s heartwarming story.

Great Egrets and other large birds are happy to
eat rodents too. Photo by Don Moseman
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inside a coyote family

story and photos by Janet Kessler www.coyoteyipps.com

Coyote news stories tend to be based on negative “incidents” – either
a dog disappears, or someone has spotted a Coyote crossing the street where
they think there should not be one. Newspapers thrive on controversy and
sensationalism, and this kind of story fills the bill. But there is Coyote news out
there which is positive, interesting, useful and newsworthy, too!
Coyotes are one of our truly allAmerican native animals, along with
bison, eagles and a handful of others,
that live exclusively in North America.
They have been moving closer to most
urban centers for over ten years.
In San Francisco, where Coyotes
were first spotted in 2002 after a long
period of absence from the area, I’m
now finding that most park-goers are
thrilled to have these newcomers in
our parks. In fact, people often come to
the parks specifically to get a glimpse
of this fascinating new “wildness in
the city,” making Coyotes an actual
asset. To keep things in perspective,
Coyotes number in the dozens in San
Francisco right now, compared to a
city like Chicago, where their number
is estimated to be over 2000 – but few
people ever see them.

coyote observations
When you spot one, the elusive
Coyote is usually scurrying off to avoid
you, or you may see him foraging on a
hillside in the distance. You might even
see him attempting to convey a message
to your dog, if the dog gets too close
– Coyotes and dogs don’t mix, and
should to be kept far apart.
Less obvious than the physical
sightings are the social interactions and
family behaviors that are the essence of
a Coyote’s life. Now in my eighth year
of photo-documenting urban Coyote
behavior, both within the family pack
as well as around people and pets in
urban parks and natural open spaces, I
observe that Coyotes have remarkably
full family lives.

coyote family life
A Coyote pack is actually a family
unit, and there appears to be only

Communication: Coyotes communicate
visually as well as vocally over a distance.
Below, a youngster looks to her mother for
feedback and cues.

Affection: Gentle nuzzles, or snuggling and
rubbing against one another is commonplace.

one Coyote family pack in any given
territory, so Coyote social life involves
the family. In any species that mates for
life, such as the Coyote, there is a bond
beyond procreation which makes it
last. Only 3% to 5% of all mammalian
species mate for life – as opposed to
80% of all birds. In these species, the
glue that binds is that both parents
raise the young.
Coyote family members seem to
like doing things together, and they
interact constantly. Their nuclear family
life is not so different from our own.
Interactions between pups and parents,
or between pups, are something we
might expect. But what has intrigued
me are the interactions between
adult mated pairs – they are special
buddies! I’ve witnessed a mother/
Dads play a big role: Below, Dad brings home
the bacon. He’ll spend many hours doing his
share of minding and entertaining the kids.

Above, greetings occur daily when coyote
family members get together for their
activities. Greetings involve nose
touches, lots of body contact, nuzzling,
squealing and wiggles!
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Adults play: These two adults, a mated pair,
are horsing around, teasing each other and
having fun as they return from a trekking
expedition together.

Curiosity: Coyotes are always curious about what the other
is doing. Here, the male of a bonded pair has come over to
check on what the female has found.

father pair display surprising affection,
camaraderie, playfulness, care and
excitement.
The ability to communicate with
each other plays a big role in their
social behavior: Coyotes communicate
their emotions, and they signal
important information such as danger
and fear, through body language and
facial expressions, and even through
their numerous vocalizations.

the shape of a coyote day
For the most part, Coyotes sleep
through the greater part of daylight
hours in order to avoid humans,
overlapping with us only a few hours
of each day when we might be lucky
enough to see one. This is why it is rare
to see much of their social behavior.

As dusk settles in, they get up and
begin moving around a little, waiting
for human activity to die down, and
waiting with anticipation to meet others
from their family.
The active part of their day often
begins with a rendezvous: there are
greetings and squeals and sniffing and
playing and cuddling. It’s an intense, if
short, time of family interactions.
Later they might remain in the area
or leave to hunt, explore and mark
their territories, either all together,
or sometimes in smaller groups of
two, or even alone. There is time for
play, bantering, family interactions,
and just hanging-out, and, of course,
learning takes place constantly through

Asking for help, above: the little female to
the left backed into her companion, showing
him where it hurt and requesting help. He
obliged by trying to find the irritant and pull
it out.

observation and also through discipline
– this is how their behavior is shaped.
Before daybreak, most Coyotes
return to their various “safe” resting
spots. It’s interesting that starting
from a very young age, the different
family members do not always all sleep
together, often not even in the same
area, probably as a protective measure
against predators.
To learn more about the behaviors
you can expect if you see a coyote in
an urban setting, and steps to take if
you find yourself unexpectedly in the
wrong circumstances with a coyote,
visit CoyoteCoexistence.com and watch
Coyotes As Neighbors. The video is based
on first-hand observations and photos
taken mostly in San Francisco.

Grooming and care: Below, the female of a
mated pair removes ticks from her companion.
She began on his sides and worked over both
sides of his body, removing ticks (which were
heavy this year) and ended up on his face.

Education: Above, a mother coyote buries
some prey to facilitate the job of hunting for
a pup! I have seen pups romping, playing
and just lying around this area. The next day,
Mom brought the pups here and a youngster
dug up the prize!
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Cooperation: Bonded coyote pairs work
cooperatively raising the pups. They both
guard the pups, play with them and feed
them. Here, both coyote parents are working
cooperatively to escort the recalcitrant pup in
the middle to a place of safety!
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I mrs. t’s corner I
The 2014 Terwilliger Environmental Award

honoring meryl sundove
Meryl Sundove, our 2014 Terwilliger Environmental Award recipient,

was honored on Saturday, May 31 at beautiful Stafford Lake in Novato. Mrs. T’s
daughter, Lynn Ellen, and son, John Terwilliger, both flew in for the celebration,
making the event even more “special” for all.
The morning began with our first
2014 Walk with WildCare. Guided by
WildCare Nature Guides and Marin
County Rangers, guests hiked along
Terwilliger Trail, where they not only
experienced the area’s unique flora and
fauna, but also shared their memories
of Elizabeth Terwilliger, whose life
work inspired this award. Later, hikers
enjoyed a picnic lunch by the lake,
where they reminisced about their

Meryl Sundove accepts the 2014 Terwilliger
Environmental Award

nature encounters and memories of
how “special” it was to be with Mrs. T!
The Terwilliger Environmental
Award celebration was hosted by
WildCare’s Executive Director, Karen
Wilson, Board President, Susanne
Lyons, and Lynn Ellen and John
Terwilliger. Also attending were
several past award recipients, along
with WildCare Board Members Kate
Van Gytenbeek and Steve Kimball.
Attending as “celebrity guests” were
Joan and Don Bekins, who funded and
produced five educational films about
Mrs. T and her “hands-on” approach to
teaching kids about nature and wildlife.
Topping off our celebrity guest list was
Marin County Parks Commissioner
Greg Zitney.

meryl sundove
With more than 40 years of
experience, Meryl Sundove is an avid
environmental educator, trainer, mentor
and scientist. Like Mrs. T, she is known
for her hands-on, experiential method
of teaching both kids and adults. She
enthusiastically demonstrated that by
using Mrs. T’s signature “V for Vulture”
shape as she accepted her award – no
doubt Mrs. T was looking down with a
smile as she watched us all!
Meryl comes alive when she
connects someone to nature. She
advocates that appreciation inspires
the commitment to conserve and
protect the environment and all its
inhabitants. Meryl was also honored
by the County of Marin Board of
Supervisors with a Resolution
commending her on receiving the
Terwilliger Environmental Award.
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Above Meryl Sundove (center) with former TEA
Award winners, Wendy Dreskin, Leora Feeney,
Norm Gershenz and Sharon Barnett. Below,
Meryl and Karen Wilson with the Terwilliger
family. Photos by Kirstina Sangsahachart
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#0359

patient gallery

Striped Skunk (#0359) was
brought to WildCare by Marin Humane
Society officers on April 28 from Mill
Valley, where she had been found
suffering from a plastic cup lid that
had become lodged around her neck
and shoulder. After sedating her and
removing the plastic, an examination
revealed her to be emaciated and
suffering from a systemic infection as a
result of the deep lacerations.
Despite treatment, she expired. A
post-mortem necropsy performed at
the California Health and Food Safety
(CAHFS) Laboratory in Davis, CA found
her to test positive for Aleutian Disease
Virus (ADV), a highly contagious parvovirus that affects mustelids such as mink.
Although ADV has been diagnosed in
captive skunks in the US, this case along
with four earlier cases this spring, are the
first documented incidents of the natural
occurrence of the disease in wild skunks,
and the first reported in California.
Aleutian Disease in Four Free-ranging
Striped Skunks (Mephitis mephitis) from
Northern California, a paper co-authored
by Federico Giannitti and Mark Anderson
of the CAHFS Lab; Branson W. Ritchie,
Paula G. Ciembor and Denise Pesti of
the Infectious Diseases Laboratory, UGA;
and Melanie Piazza of WildCare; is being
submitted for scientific publication.
American Crow (#0798) came in

on June 3 from the Olive Elementary
School in Novato. He was rescued by
students who found him in a bush
tangled in a fishing line and hook. It
is unclear why the hook and line were
there as there is no water or fishing
near campus, but the fresh injuries on
his foot and beak indicated he had not
traveled far from where he had picked
up the line.
Under sedation, the hook and
line were removed, and his wounds
cleaned. He was put on a course of
antibiotics and pain medications. A
week later his injuries had healed and
he was added to an aviary of other
fledgling crows. The new family unit
was released together on June 28.
autumn 2014

Pacific Gopher Snake (#0683)

was found entangled in garden
netting by Enrique Goldenberg in San
Rafael on May 22. Marin Humane
Society Officers brought the snake to
WildCare, where medical staff removed
the netting and examined her. They
prescribed daily wound treatment,
pain management and antibiotics.
Garden netting can cause jaw and
skin damage, but snake skin is resilient
and can also hide deep tissue damage.
This snake remained in care through
two skin-shed cycles to treat the deep
tissue damage and to assure that she
was able to eat and shed normally.
Snakes demonstrate a high degree
of site fidelity (the tendency to return
to a previously occupied location),
so Mr. Goldenberg’s cooperation in
returning the snake to her garden and
removing or rolling up the ends of
garden netting was deeply appreciated.
Patient #0683 was returned to resume
her job of eating rodents on July 5.
This snake was one of eight
Kingsnakes, Gopher Snakes and Yellowbellied Racers WildCare has treated
for garden netting injuries so far this
year. In all cases, the rescuer agreed to
remove the netting from the garden.

Violet-Green Swallow (#3934)
was brought to WildCare on June 17
by loyal WildCare member Nancy
Busse from San Rafael. The bird had
taken a glancing blow from a car while
swooping to catch flying insects.
Luckily no fractures were found,
but she was bruised, and her labored
breathing indicated possible internal
injury. Head trauma is also often a
dangerous result of collisions. She
was transferred to foster care where
WildCare’s swallow specialist could
monitor her progress and provide
stress-free cage rest. No head trauma
was observed, and the little bird
soon began to eat without help. After
some days in a flight aviary to be sure
her flight skills were 100%, she was
released in San Rafael on June 21.

Photo by Melanie Piazza

#0798

Photo by Melanie Piazza

#0683
Photo by Melanie Piazza

#3934

Photo by Melanie Piazza

Read more patient
stories at www.
wildcarebayarea.org/
updates
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I volunteer spotlight I

pay it forward!

by Jessica Grace-Gallagher, Volunteer Services Manager

WildCare provides a valued service to our community, but only
with the help of our volunteers. If you’ve spoken with one of our Terwilliger
Nature Guides, Wildlife Ambassador Volunteers, Courtyard Tour Guides, Camp
Assistants, Outreach Volunteers, or Clinic and Bird Room helpers, you’ve met one
of our 350 highly valued and greatly appreciated volunteers.

Andre Borgman always liked
numbers, so he studied accounting
in college and has been in the
accounting field since 1987. He
became interested in wilderness
when he took a one-week intensive
class with San Francisco State
University in the Sierra Foothills.
After that, he began backpacking in
Yosemite each year and hiking with
his dog in the Bay Area.
Currently he is semi-retired,
which has made him available to be
a Terwilliger Nature Guide at both
Spring Lake and Miwok Meadows.
He admits to being a bit of an
introvert, so when he saw the ad in
the Marin IJ, he decided to broaden
his horizons and train to be a Nature
Guide.
He credits Kitty Hayes, a former
Nature Guide, for mentoring and
showing him the “Nature Guide
ropes.” He believes it is important to
offer children a positive experience
outdoors, and to motivate them to
take care of the environment.
This spring, Andre became the
Site Coordinator for Spring Lake,
and is helping with the recruitment
of new guides. He puts in more
volunteer hours than any other
current Nature Guide, and we value
his flexibility and commitment to
WildCare.
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not everyone can volunteer

thank-you letters and posts

There are many reasons people
can’t volunteer, but there are many
more ways to contribute. We value
our members’ assistance in showing
our dedicated volunteers how much
we value them. Donations of coffee,
tea or even goodie bags of baked treats
brighten a volunteer’s shift. Why not
sponsor one of our many shifts?

Did we rehabilitate wildlife you
brought in, teach your youngsters
about the local ecosystem, or make
an impact on you in any way? Please
write our volunteers encouraging letters
and share how much you appreciate
their hard work! Words of support
and anecdotes about your WildCare
experience will help show our
volunteers how important they are to
our community. Post your support and
stories on Yelp and Facebook, too!

donations of goods and services
If you’re involved with a local
business, you can help us give back
by making an in-kind donation to
our volunteers. Donations of gift
certificates, goods or services for us
to share with volunteers during our
Volunteer Appreciation Week in April,
and at our Volunteer Appreciation Party
in September are always appreciated
and welcome!

We’d also love to see your
children’s original artwork of wildlife
they’ve seen, or of our Wildlife
Ambassadors!

thank you!
Thank you for your continued
support. If you have other suggestions
of ways to show appreciation and
further support our volunteers, please
contact me jessica@wildcarebayarea.org

Above: Nature Guides teach about nature and
respect of wildlife on walks with school groups.
Left, top to bottom: Volunteers provide
enrichment and care for our Ambassador
animals and educate the public. We rely on
shifts of volunteers in the clinic to care for our
patients and orphans.
Photos by JoLynn Taylor and Alison Hermance
Visit www.wildcarebayarea.org/volunteer to
learn more about WildCare’s many volunteer
opportunities .
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remembering frances
Frances Weigel valued wildlife and threw her heart and soul
into helping raise orphaned songbirds and heal injured ones. She joined
WildCare as a volunteer in January 2007, and by the time she took a leave
of absence in 2011, she had donated more than 3,500 hours of her time to
their care and well being. Valued at $15 per hour, that totals over $53,000!

Frances worked as a WildCare
Intern in 2009 before she was hired as
a staff Wildlife Assistant in the songbird
ward in 2010. Melanie Piazza, Director
of Animal Care, remembers Frances
fondly,
“Frances was as quiet and unassuming
as the tiny birds she cared for. She was
a hard worker, always coming in early,
staying late and taking home those patients
that needed a little extra TLC after hours.
Frances was especially fond of the
blue-eyed gawky baby crows.”
Frances supported WildCare both
in cash donations and in-kind gifts
during her volunteer and staff time,
and after she left in 2011. Frances died
this spring, and remembered WildCare
in her will; her commitment lives on.
Her sister Alice has remembered
her with a generous grant to WildCare,
and observed that,
“If I hadn’t already known that she
held WildCare in the highest esteem, I
would know now because she let JoLynn
take her picture! She did NOT like to have
her picture taken!”
Her close friend and former
WildCare co-worker, Livia Stone, also
autumn 2014

remembered her in the form of a
new scholarship fund from the Biz
and Livia Stone Foundation. The
fund provides WildCare’s Nature
Discovery education programs
to low-income and underserved
schoolchildren. Livia told us,
“Frances was a great friend; her
quiet, patient way and boundless
compassion for the animals was an
inspiration. I could always depend
on her, and she never let the animals
(or people) down. We hope that the
scholarship inspires a new generation to
care for wildlife and nature.”

Frances Weigel in 2010 Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Leave a Legacy for Wildlife
Include WildCare
in your will or trust
and you can control the
ultimate beneficiary of
your hard work and legacy.

Support the WildCare of tomorrow
by making a bequest today.
Contact Jan Armstrong at 415-453-1000 ext. 13 for more
information, or to schedule a meeting to learn more about bequests
and other ways to include WildCare in your estate plans.
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Photo by Sarah Willbrand

Frances took charge of her own
wildlife education, taking every class
available at WildCare from baby pigeon
care to veterinary drugs and dosages –
more than 14 classes within two years.
She attended conferences and seminars
at other professional organizations such
as International Wildlife Rehabilitation
Council, the Oiled Wildlife Care
Network, and OSHA’s Hazardous Waste
Operations and Emergency Response
Standard (HAZWOPER), through
which she became HAZWOPERcertified.

Photo by Kimberly Bullock

I donor salute I

raising dough with flour & co
Located atop Nob Hill in San
Francisco, Flour & Co. is a friendly
artisan bakery full of YUMMY treats!
Flour & Co. invites one organization
each month to participate in their
“Raising Dough” matching donation
program. Thanks to a dedicated
(and still mysterious) WildCare supporter who frequents Flour & Co.,
WildCare was the lucky nonprofit to
be featured for the month of May.
Our $5 for 15 baby bird feeding
campaign was a perfect fit. Flour
& Co. raised $74 and matched it
for a total of $148, which translates
into almost 450 baby bird meals, so
THANK YOU Flour & Co.!

I news & notes I
from page 3

patients, so we ask donors of these
types of things to bring them to us
on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
from 4-6pm when medical staff will
be available to review the items. Then
we can accept what we are able to use
and ask donors to take back what we
can’t use. Those who would like to
donate outside those times can set up
an appointment.
For more information about
donations of goods we can use, please
visit wildcarebayarea.org/wishlist.

poison take-back day
On July 12, WildCare, partnering
with Marin Sanitary Service, held a
Poison Take-back Day in celebration
of the California EPA’s Department of
Pesticide Regulation ruling that made

the four most dangerous secondgeneration anticoagulant rodenticide
compounds unavailable to regular
consumers as of July 1, 2014.

Presened by he Hungry Owl Project

thank you for dining!
Nearly 300 individuals participated
in this spring’s Dining for Wildlife
event. Their delicious dinners at our
wonderful participating restaurants
raised almost $50,000 to support
WildCare’s programs and services.
12 wildcare 415.453.1000

Photo by
Rob McKay

HOP is a partnership with WildCare
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I living with wildlife I

Coyote encounters

information and photos by Janet Kessler www.coyoteyipps.com
hazing a coyote

Coyotes will generally run from people unless
they have learned to expect food. Never feed a
Coyote!

Keep your dog leashed and keep walking away
if you see a coyote.

Almost all unleashed dogs will chase coyotes and
may cause an incident too far away to control.

A coyote that feels threatened attempts to
“message” a dog to leave his space.

Although Coyotes prefer to stick to the shadows, it is not unusual to see
one out during the daytime, on park trails, or on the streets. They like grassy
ﬁelds where they can hunt for rodents, and they like woodsy areas where they
can take refuge. At times they may pass through our backyards. These activities
are within the range of normal Coyote behavior. Most of the time, a Coyote is
minding his own business, and if he sees you, he will ﬂee.

hazing

eliminate chance encounters
Coyotes are opportunistic eaters
– they eat what they happen to ﬁnd.
You will be inviting them into your
yard if Coyotes ﬁnd a food source
there, including pet food or small
pets. Always supervise small dogs and
keep your cats indoors. If a Coyote
does come into your yard, simply
open the door and bang pots while
walking toward him to scare him off.
If you want the Coyote to remember,
you’re going to have to make the event
memorable for him: make a real scene!

surprise encounters
Most often yelling or stamping
your foot while walking toward him is
enough to make the Coyote hurry away.
Tossing a small stone in the Coyote’s
autumn 2014

Take these steps only if a coyote
is decisively approaching your dog
or following you too closely. Don’t
run, as it may inspire a chase.
Remember that during pupping
season (March - August) parents
MUST defend their young and you
and your dog are threats.
Be as OFFENSIVE as possible:
1. Slap a newspaper on your thigh
loudly and dramatically.
2. Walk decisively toward the
coyote.
3. Fix your gaze on the coyote's
eyes – so that he'll know it's no
mistake that it’s him you are
targeting.
4. Angrily raise your voice and
shout "SCAT!" "SHOO!" "Off
WITH YOU!"
5. Be sure to force the coyote to
move back – to prove you've
won.
Visit coyotecoexistence.com for
more information about living with
coyotes.

direction – but not to injure him – will
encourage the Coyote to leave.
If the Coyote ignores you and
holds her ground, it could be an
indication that there are pups around.
It is especially important not to
confront a Coyote in this case. Like
all parents, Coyotes will defend their
young. Back out of the area calmly
without forcing a confrontation.
If you have a dog with you, the
situation changes: Coyotes see dogs
as competitors over territory and
resources. Whereas a Coyote will not
approach a human, a Coyote may
actually approach a dog. Stronger scare
tactics, listed in the box above, can
work if a Coyote approaches your dog.

Intelligent animals like Coyotes
become habituated or conditioned
to human presence. Hazing is the
term used when the intention is to
discourage an animal from approaching
too closely – to shoo them away.
Coyotes read body language; loud
noises, surprise, aggressive eye contact
and walking toward him threateningly
are all ways to haze them off.
It’s important to impress him that
you can defend yourself, and can
threaten him. Your bluff must be bigger
than his.
WildCare also works to promote compassionate
coexistence between people and wildlife in partnership with Project Coyote, (projectcoyote.org)
a North American coalition of wildlife scientists,
educators, ranchers and community leaders.

www.wildcarebayarea.org wildcare 13

mammals on the move
Have you noticed more mammal activity lately? In
late summer and fall, the young of many mammal species are ready (or forced)
to strike out on their own and enter “survival school.” This dispersal reduces
competition for food, water, shelter and mates, prevents inbreeding and insures
genetic diversity. But it’s a dangerous time for youngsters.
Only 20-50% of young wild
animals survive their first year. They
must cross roads and enter unknown
neighborhoods containing cats, dogs
and other dangers until they find an
unoccupied habitat or fight a current
resident to claim a territory.

striped skunks
Striped Skunks mate in February
and March, and three to seven kits
disperse in mid- to late summer. This
short rearing time may reflect the
skunks’ relatively short life span (three
to five years) and their high level of
instinct in finding food – as well as the
sparse number of their predators.

northern raccoons
Raccoons rely on learning to
a greater degree than skunks or
opossums, and stay with their mothers
longer – up to a year. The cubs begin
their education at about 8-10 weeks
when their mother leads them out of
the natal den. In the fall and winter
months the family uses several “hides”
in the mother’s territory to rest during
the day. During the dry summer they
will stay closer to water sources, but in
the winter will range farther into hills
to find food. When the female is ready
to mate, the cubs move on, possibly
discouraged by her male suitors.

coyotes

Top to bottom, skunk and fox encounter by
Linda Campbell; raccoons foraging by Adrianne
Gyurcsik; young Black-tailed Deer by Linda
Campbell; Coyote encroaching on another
family‘s territory by Janet Kessler
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Coyotes give birth to more or less
six pups in spring. (Litter sizes tend to
be larger where they are hunted.) Any
suitable territory supports a limited
number of coyotes, usually one family
unit. Normal density is about one
coyote per square mile, though as
with raccoons, cities can provide more
forage, harbor fewer active enemies and
support higher densities.

By seven to nine months of age
some of the youngsters are driven
away. Others are allowed to stay with
the family until they are up to three
years old. Ultimately, these, too, will
leave as sexual imperatives develop and
territoriality intrudes. Youngsters have
been known to locate 100 miles or
more from their birth places.

virginia opossums
Virginia Opossums are wonderfully
equipped with instinct. Born as
embryos, they instinctively crawl up
into their mother’s marsupial pouch
and remain attached to a nipple. As
they become too large to fit in the
pouch, they climb onto their mother’s
back, and cling there as she searches
for food. When she stops to feed they
disembark, eat and climb aboard when
she moves on. If a pup does not climb
back on in time, he is on his own,
but with his keen sense of smell and
highly tuned instincts, he already has
everything he needs to survive.

black-tailed deer
Fawns are born in May and June,
and stay with their mothers until the
rut (mating season) in November
and December disrupts the family
and scatters the fawns – though not
far. Bucks can be observed running
back and forth across the roads in the
pursuit of does.
***
Fall signals increased activity for
humans, too, as our children head
off to school, and the relaxed pace of
summer wanes. Please consider the
animals we share our world with as you
get in your car this fall.
Give them a brake!
autumn 2014

I just for fun! I

Wildlife Dot-to-Dot

Who’s hiding in this picture?

Need a Hint?

I usually eat meat, like mice and rabbits, but sometimes I eat plants,
especially berries and other fruit. My babies are called pups.
I sometimes live in a family group called a pack. You can see photos of
my family and learn more about me on page 6.

Illustration by David LaTour
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Museum and
Courtyard Programs

Events

wildlife ambassadors FREE

September 19, 5pm

photo contest deadline
volunteer appreciation party

Ambassadors in WildCare’s Courtyard
Pool bird feeding
daily at 12:30 & 4:30pm
Meet the Trainer
daily schedule available on website
Ambassador Enrichment
daily schedule available on website

September 21, 11am-3pm

talons* www.hungryowl.org

Photo by Stacey Hebrard

September 28, 12-3pm
Marin Art and Garden Center

Wildlife Conferences
the wildlife society conference*

Westin Convention Ctr, Pittsburgh, PA
October 25-30, 2014
301-897-9770 www.wildlifesociety.org

Terwilliger Nature
Education Programs

iwrc symposium*

Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza,
Cincinnatti, OH
December 1-6, 2014
408-271-2685 www.theiwrc.org

family adventures

WildCare encourages carpooling or
using our shuttle from the Canal area of
San Rafael. Call Marco at 415-453-1000
ext. 17 for details
August 9, 10am-noon
Richardson Bay Audubon Center
September 20, 10am - noon
Coastal Clean Up

california council for wildlife
rehabilitators symposium*

Resort at Squaw Creek, Lake Tahoe, CA
November 7-9, 2014
415-541-5090 www.ccwr.org

October 25, 10am - noon
WildCare and Gerstle Park
November Date TBD
Marin Sanitary Service San Rafael

wildcare environmental award
honoring the redford center*
November 12, 6pm
Cavallo Point, Sausalito

Wildlife Rehabilitation
Programs
new volunteer orientations*

Orientation for Adult Volunteers
February 7 or 8, 2015, 12:45-5pm

classes for volunteers*

2122–Introduction to Radiology-1
October 7, 6:30-8:30pm (lecture)
2122–Introduction to Radiology-2
October 14, 6:30-8:30pm (lab)
2123–Parasitology Basics
November 1, 1:30-3:30pm
2130–Veterinary Drugs & Dosages
September 23, 6:30-8:30pm
5030–Raptor Identification and Migration
October 12, 9-11am/11:30am-2pm
2121–Aseptic Technique
November 8, 1:30-3:30pm

Photo by Karen Noyes

August 2, 11am-12:30pm

nature guide training*

Ten half-day sessions,
August 9 - September 25
Graduation Ceremony and lunch
September 27

*Pre-registration is required; call 415-453-1000

Photo by Keli Hendricks

nature guide
volunteer orientation*

