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Dear Friends,

Every autumn we celebrate Elizabeth 
Terwilliger’s environmental legacy, and honor an 
environmental educator who has followed in her 
footsteps and charted new trails. Starting with 
Marty Griffin in 2000, WildCare has honored 12 
outstanding educators throughout the Bay Area 
and beyond. While their specific accomplishments 
and contributions are as unique as the individuals 
themselves, there is one clear thread that unites 

them all with Mrs. T: vision – the rare ability to turn a dream into reality 
through commitment and hard work to make the world a better place. 

There is no one who better exemplifies this than this year’s 
award winner, the late Charles McGlashan. Supervisor McGlashan’s 
environmental legacy is great. He wasn’t afraid to take on the big issues, 
such as clean energy and clean transportation. He excelled at moving 
ahead on complicated and sometimes thorny major initiatives, never losing 
site of the importance of the smaller things. Charles was a frequent visitor 
to WildCare, rescuing many injured and orphaned baby animals and 
bringing them to us for care. A true friend of WildCare, we miss Charles 
greatly but are inspired to see his work – his legacy – continue.

It’s been a busy year – our many programs to help people live well with 
wildlife are growing at an impressive rate. In the past months we have 
partnered with the Environmental Protection Agency, the Humane Society 
of the United States, and the California Department of Pesticide Regulation 
to eliminate horrible rat poisons that affect wildlife, pets and people. We 
have partnered with more and diverse community organizations to ensure 
that more children and families are able to participate in our award- 
winning Terwilliger Environmental Education programs. And our hospital 
staff and volunteers are breaking new ground working with the UC Davis 
California Animal Health and Food Safety Laboratory to identify and 
research wildlife diseases. 

Our board of directors continues to evolve. We are losing two 
wonderful board members whose terms have expired. Mickey Luckoff and 
Cindy Testa-McCullagh have guided WildCare though a period of growth 
and positive change that was made possible, in large part, by their support. 
Yet we are fortunate to bring on three very talented new board members – 
Ed Dong, Alexandra Morehouse and Kate Van Gytenbeek. 

All of this growth would not be possible without your support! As we 
enter this holiday season, there seems no better time to thank each and 
every one of you for your unique contribution to WildCare. Thanks to 
your commitment to our present work and vision for the future, WildCare 
has never been stronger.

 

Karen J. Wilson
Executive Director 
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youth winter bird count 
Join WildCare, Richardson Bay 

Audubon Center and the Point Reyes 
Bird Observatory for Marin County’s 
Third Youth Winter Bird Count tenta-
tively scheduled for Saturday, January 
26, 2013.

 We’ll meet at the Bahia Vista 
School (125 Bahia Way, San Rafael) 
and count birds around the Canal 
District in San Rafael from 8:30am to 
1pm. Our count will help scientists 
quantify the number of birds present 
here during the winter, and engage 
kids with the wild birds in our area. 
We’ll provide the binoculars and 
morning snacks. No bird identification 
experience is necessary.

Last year we counted a grand total 
of 940 birds in just under two hours! 
For more information visit www.wild-
carebayarea.org or contact Juan-Carlos 
Solis at 415-453-1000 ext. 17.

wine-ing for wildlife
What do wines and wildlife have in 

common? Answer that question with 
WildCare at our first annual “Wine-ing 
for Wildlife” wine tasting event!

The event will take place on 
Thursday, November 15, 2012 at 
6:30pm at Terrapin Crossroads in San 
Rafael. Tickets are $75 and there are 
a limited number of tickets for sale 
on our website. For more information 
about the event please call 415-453-
1000 ext. 22.

winter nature camp at wildcare
What do animals do when winter 

makes its chilly debut? Some like to 
snack, while others may nap. Many 
travel a short or long way, and then 
there are some that like to stay. Get up 
close and personal with our animal 
friends and discovery how they survive 
until winter ends. Join us to learn 
about our wild animal neighbors, play 
games, make crafts and more!

Camps fill up fast! Sign your 
child up today. Register online at 
wildcarebayarea.org or call Eileen 
Jones (eileen@wildcarebayarea.org) at 
415-453-1000 ext. 12.

january volunteer orientations
Our annual orientations for new 

volunteers, ages 15 and up, will be 
held on January 26 and 27, 2013, to 
be followed by a series of training 
classes.

Wildlife Hospital volunteers work 
directly with injured and orphaned 
wildlife. If you would like to help 
feed and care for wild animals in 
our hospital, this will be your only 
opportunity to learn how in 2012. 
This is also your chance to learn more 
about our volunteer Nature Guides 
and their work with kids.

Don’t miss this once-a-year 
chance to learn about these amazing 
volunteer opportunities and sign up 
to help!

Dominique Hanchette
Dominique “Dom” Hanchette, 

a devoted volunteer Nature Guide 
at WildCare, passed away in 
August. Because of his passion 
and commitment to nature, the 
environment and animal welfare, his 
family and friends have established 
the Dominique Hanchette Nature 
Discovery Scholarship Fund at 
WildCare. This fund will memorialize 
Dom’s incredible legacy as a volunteer 
for the Terwilliger Nature Guide 
Program.

This new fund will be restricted 
for the purpose of providing 
scholarships for public schools that 
wish to take part in WildCare’s 
Nature Discovery Field Trips, which 
are led by our volunteer Nature 
Guides. The Nature Discovery Field 

I news & notes I I local heroes I

news and notes 
continues on page 8

Our waterbird pools had 
problems. Our main pool wasn’t 
staying clean, was losing water, 
and the pump had burned out. The 
filters in our duck ponds weren’t 
cleaning the water, and needed to 
be re-plumbed to allow them to be 
maintained. 

Volunteer Manager Jessica 
Grace did a little sleuthing and 
discovered that Roberta Koss, a 
birdroom volunteer, was married 
to Don Koss, principal of Marin 
Aquatics. 

Don established Marin 
Aquatics in 1988 to build and 
maintain swimming pools and 
spas. He provides swimming pool 
construction, repair and services on 
pumps and motors, and turned out 
to be the perfect man to help us get 
our pools in order. Don came to our 
rescue. 

With Don’s guidance and 
assistance, Andy Smith, our 
Maintenance Manager, volunteer 
electrician Gary Colmere, and 
volunteer David Latour set to work 
on the pools.

On the main pool the team re-
plumbed all the lines, replaced the 
pump with a high efficiency variable 
speed pump, and added new sand 
to the filter to improve water quality. 
Gary put in the electrical service for 
the new pump. They repaired leaks 
in the valve. On the duck ponds they 
added new sand and repaired the 
attachments to the filters.

Finally, Don trained everyone on 
proper maintenance and chemical 
protocols. Don, you’re our hero for 
helping our dedicated team to put 
things right!
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Dominique Hanchette (right) with Mrs T   Photo 
courtesy of Dorli and David Hanchette
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To return injured and orphaned wild animals to their 
homes is the mission of our wildlife hospital. Treatment can take just a few 
days or many months, but when it is successful, the joy of seeing a wild creature 
dash, dive or soar home again makes it all worthwhile. Some of our success stories 
appear here, but if you have a computer and internet access, we invite you to see 
the releases through our eyes – and cameras. Get ready for a catch in your throat.

home again

american badger – poisoned? 
A young badger found in Olompali State Park in Novato was brought to 

WildCare by a Marin Humane Society Field Officer. The juvenile carnivore was 
bleeding from his nose, but was otherwise normally active and aggressive. 

X-rays and blood samples indicated no serious injury or illness, and some 
sort of accident was assumed. As a precaution, a course of Vitamin K injections 
was prescribed in case the blood from his nose and in his stool was the result of 
eating a poisoned rodent. Over the next week he ate an astounding number of 
gophers and other rodents. Weighing only four pounds upon intake, he gained a 
healthy 1.5 pounds while at WildCare. A video of him is available on our website, 
wildcarebayarea.org/patient updates. He was returned to Olompali State Park on 
May 14. Visit wildcarebayarea.org/badger to view the video.

western screech owl – tangled

Field Officer Dave Stapp of the Marin Humane Society responded to a call 
from residents in San Rafael about an owl caught in artificial spider webbing 
outside their home. Officer Stapp cut the surrounding synthetic filament and 
brought the tiny Screech Owl to WildCare, where we separated him from the 
incredibly strong fiber of the decoration. 

He remained at WildCare under observation in case further injuries 
appeared, but luckily, his rescuers had found him quickly, and his short struggles 
to free himself caused no more harm. We were able to release him back to their 
garden – after being sure all the decorations were cleared away.  
Visit wildcarebayarea.org/screechowl to view the video.

sonoma chipmunks – orphaned and dying
Four infant chipmunks were found out of their den but still alive by Robert 

Somerton on his property in Lake County. They were covered with ants and two 
litter mates were already dead. Robert warmed the survivors and drove them to 
Napa Wildlife Rescue, where Angela Cistone stabilized them for four days, before 
transferring them to WildCare. 

At WildCare they were put on antibiotics to treat their pneumonia which had 
resulted from hypothermia. Their labored breathing made the tiny ground squir-
rels even more difficult to feed. Chipmunks are not common in Marin County, 
and staff consulted with a number of other centers that admit chipmunks more 
regularly. These tiny animals needed to be syringe-fed every three hours around 
the clock for about two weeks in foster care, and then gradually weaned over the 
next four weeks, before they were healthy and old enough to be moved outdoors.

They were released back into their Lake County colony on September 12. 
Visit wildcarebayarea.org/chipmunks to view the video.
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five gray foxes – orphaned by a car
Too young to survive alone, five young foxes were brought to WildCare by 

Marin Humane Society Field Officer Russo after their mother was killed by a car 
in Samuel P. Taylor Park on June 17. Distemper is a serious disease in Gray Foxes, 
and the five apparently healthy babies were stabilized in quarantine for several 
days before being vaccinated. When they were older and more stable, they were 
transferred to Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue, where caging spacious enough to 
accommodate five growing foxes was available. They were released back to S.P. 
Taylor Park. Visit wildcarebayarea.org/foxes to view the video.

brown pelicans and cormorants – starving 
This past summer, more than 50 pelicans and cormorants arrived at 

WildCare in various stages of dehydration and emaciation from beaches in San 
Francisco, Marin and even the East Bay. Over 30 were stabilized and transferred 
to International Bird Rescue (IBR) for specialty care, but ten did not survive long 
enough to make the trip.

IBR had treated 227 of these birds from around the Bay by late August. They 
were older birds entangled by fishing hooks and lines. This could indicate that 
birds that survived a lack of food earlier in the year learned to approach human 
fish catches for food.

In August seven of the birds were transferred back to WildCare for release. 
Visit wildcarebayarea.org/pelicans to view the video.

american crows – poisoned
Fifteen American Crows were rushed to WildCare late on September 7 by 

MHS Officer James Reis. He had found all 15 birds in Marin City, and by the 
time they arrived only six were still alive. All exhibited signs of some kind of 
poisoning. Radiographs ruled out gunshot and lead poisoning. Necropsies on the 
dead birds showed corn and seed in their gizzards and internal hemorrhaging. 
Medical staff suspected Avitrol, an avicide (bird poison) used on pigeons, 
and began treatment. The survivors were given fluids, medication to control 
seizures and pain, and activated charcoal to flush the poisons. Even so, one 
did not recover. Laboratory tests later confirmed they had been poisoned with 
strychnine-laced seed. The five surviving birds were released on September 17.

Strychnine is commonly used in gopher bait, and can only be used legally 
if it is buried under ground. An investigation of this case by the Marin Humane 
Society was inconclusive. Visit wildcarebayarea.org/crows to view the video.

river otter – orphaned, starving and drowning
The baby River Otter and her family had been seen playing in and around 

Corte Madera Creek for several weeks, but when Greenbrae residents heard 
desperate distress calls instead of the otters’ usual chirps and whistles, they 
grabbed their kayak and paddled toward the sounds.

To their horror they found one of the baby otters drowning. They pulled her 
from the water and called the Marin Humane Society to rush her to WildCare. 
The baby was hypothermic and very weak. Two other siblings were found later, 
drowned. Their mother was never found.

In the Wildlife Hospital, our supportive care slowly revived her. Because 
she needed a specialized habitat that WildCare’s urban facility currently can’t 
provide, we transfered the little otter to Tahoe Wildlife Care. She remained there 
for the next few months, and grew up healthy, but no other River Otters were 
admitted this summer and she needed an otter companion.

A few weeks later, Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue admitted a young otter, 
whom they placed in their newly-constructed otter habitat. The video “A Tale of 
Two Otters” shows these two little orphans meeting for the first time.  
Visit wildcarebayarea.org/otters to view the video.
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              Bay Area Wild Animals (other) in their Natural Settings 

              Bay Area Wild Birds in their Natural Settings

               General Nature

                        Living with Wildlife

Spectacular photographs! Our sixth annual Living with Wildlife 
Photo Contest was our best yet! Open to entries from throughout the state 
of California, the nearly 250 entries in this year’s contest provided special 
glimpses of the wide diversity of wildlife in California, along with the 
stunning natural spaces they call home. 

Best In Show:
Anna’s Hummingbird Michael 

Hancock

Bay Area Wild Birds in Their Natural 
Settings:

Nesting Osprey Richard Stern

Bay Area Wild Animals (other) in Their 
Natural Settings:

S for Supple Janet Kessler

Living with Wildlife:
Praying Mantis on Hat 

 Genie Ohashi
General Nature:

Mount Shasta Susanne Dyby 

2012 photography contest

We extend special thanks to 
our hard-working professional 
photographer judges Trish Carney; 
Frankie Frost, Marin Independent 
Journal; Tim Porter, Marin Magazine; 
Robert Vente, Pacific Sun; and to 
WildCare’s Director of Animal Care, 
Melanie Piazza, for contributing 
their time and expertise. The 
photographs judged to be the top 
five in each category are listed and 
shown in the gallery at right, and at 
wildcarebayarea.org/photocontest.

Best in Show: Anna’s Hummingbird by Michael Hancock

6 wildcare 415.453.1000 winter 2012

First Place: S for Supple by Janet Kessler

First Place: Nesting Osprey by Richard Stern

First Place: Mount Shasta by Susanne Dyby

First Place: Praying Mantis on Hat by Genie 
Ohashi
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              Bay Area Wild Animals (other) in their Natural Settings 

              Bay Area Wild Birds in their Natural Settings

               General Nature

                        Living with Wildlife

Plan now to enter WildCare’s 2013 competition! 
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Tory Kallman

Robert Dresser

Laural Reid

Sarah Willbrand

Dana Terry

Carol Etchebarren

John Litten

Janet Kessler

Christopher Whittier

Ivan Parr

Lisa Walsh

Josephine Stipe
Linda Campbell

Martita Smith

Karuna Gerstein

Janet Kessler
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Photos by Kim Sandholdt

I news & notes I

Leave a Legacy for Wildlife 
Yours can be a legacy of 
caring if you include WildCare 
in your will or estate plan. No 
one knows what the future will 
bring, but we can all plan to 
make it better. 

Call Jan Armstrong at 415-453-1000 ext. 13.
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I donor salute I

 When Mimi Griffin-Jones 
(second from left above, with her 
daughters) first joined what is now 
WildCare, it was the California 
Center for Wildlife. Our Dining for 
Wildlife event began in 1985, and 
Mimi has dined out to help wildlife 
almost every year since then. Mimi 
is a long-standing member of the 
Joys of Hiking group, which was 
started by volunteer docents at the 
Boyd Museum that became the 
California Center for Wildlife. Mimi 
and the Joys of Hiking group are a 
testament to the fact that hiking and 
enjoying nature will keep you healthy 
and fit!

Mimi and Elizabeth Terwilliger 
were very good friends, and Mimi’s 
daughters fondly remember hikes 
and impromptu nature lessons with 
their mom and “Mrs. T.” 

When the Terwilliger Nature 
Education Center merged with the 
California Center for Wildlife to 
become WildCare in 1994, Mimi’s 
support helped the combined 
organizations begin to realize their 
common goals.

In August, Mimi celebrated her 
90th birthday, and we were thrilled 
that Mimi and her daughters chose 
to celebrate it with us. The ladies 
enjoyed a Pool Bird feeding, and met 
several of our Ambassador animals, 
then came inside for lemonade and 
cupcakes, followed by a very special 
feeding of a baby squirrel, so small 
her eyes were still closed.

WildCare thanks Mimi for her 
incredibly generous support over the 
years; we were glad to be a part of 
her milestone birthday celebration!
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Trips are a legacy of the late Elizabeth 
Terwilliger, also known as Mrs. T, 
whom Dom greatly admired.

For more information about the 
fund, please call 415-453-1000 ext. 22.

terwilliger environmental award 
honoree charles mcglashan

On Thursday, October 18, 
WildCare honored the memory and 
environmental legacy of Marin County 
Supervisor Charles McGlashan with 
the 2012 Terwilliger Environmental 
Award. The event took place at the 
home of Susanne Lyons, WildCare’s 
Board President, and Carol Misseldine, 
wife of Charles McGlashan, was there 
to accept the award in his memory. 

Called an “environmental 
visionary” by the Marin Independent 
Journal, Supervisor McGlashan was a 
vital advocate for healthy coexistence 
among humans, wildlife and the 
environment. His contributions to 

Marin County are, without question, 
synonymous with those of Elizabeth 
Terwilliger, whose memory is also 
commemorated by this award. 

Union Bank was presenting 
sponsor for the event, and additional 
sponsors were WildCare board 
member Aaron Canale, Colleen and 
David Newlin, and Marin County 
Parks. WildCare Ambassador Sequoia, 
a Northern Spotted Owl, also made an 
appearance at the event!

thank you, marin volunteer 
league!

WildCare was one of the 
beneficiaries of the 2012 Marin 
Volunteer League annual fundraising 
event. This year’s luncheon theme 
was “A Walk on the Wild Side,” 
and WildCare was represented at 
the luncheon by Executive Director 
Karen Wilson and Education Program 
Specialist Mary Pounder, who took 
Wildlife Ambassador Sequoia, the 
Northern Spotted Owl, to the event.    

farewell, joyce
Joyce Bourassa came to work at 

WildCare in 1998 through a senior 
employment training program at 
AARP, who paid Joyce to work at 
WildCare 20 hours a week. What a 
coup for us!

It didn’t take long for us to realize 
that we needed to hire her and to make 
her a permanent part of our staff.

She was the epitome of patience 
and grace when helping anxious callers 

Dominique Hanchette, from page 3 

Carol Misseldine (left) shown here with Bill 
McGlashan, Christney McGlashan and WildCare 
Board President Susanne Lyons, accepted 
the 2012 Terwilliger Environmental Award on 
behalf of Charles McGlashan. Gary Ferber 
Photography

8 wildcare 415.453.1000 

news and notes 
continues on page 11
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Photo by Nat Smith

Photo by Nat Smith

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Photo by Dr. Melinda Lommer

#1283

Western Gray Squirrel 
(#1597) was found on August 13 in 
Jill Bremmer’s front yard in San Jose. 
The baby’s eyes were still closed, and 
he was cold, dehydrated, covered in 
fleas and dirt, and suffering puncture 
wounds, probably inflicted by a cat. 
He was admitted and stabilized at 
the Wildlife Center of Silicon Valley 
(WCSV). In care on formula, his 
condition improved, but by mid-
September it was clear that he had a 
broken or damaged tooth that might 
jeopardize his transition to the hard 
foods normal for squirrels. 

WCSV had no other squirrels 
his age to raise him with, so he was 
transferred to WildCare where he 
joined another Western Gray Squirrel 
(#1519). As he continued to develop, 
his broken tooth began to grow out. It 
was trimmed to match his other teeth, 
and it became apparent he would be 
releasable. This Western Gray Squirrel 
was determined to be of a different 
subspecies (Sciurus griseus nigripes) 
than those in Marin (Sciurus griseus 
griseus), so he will be returned to San 
Jose when he is ready for release. 

 Virginia Opossum (#1517) was 
caught on September 11 in a trap set 
by a business owner in San Anselmo 
who was trying to trap raccoons. The 
opossum was suffering from mastitis 
and her lower jaw had been ripped 
open and severely abraded as she tried 
to chew her way out of the “humane” 
cage in which she had spent the last 
16-18 hours. 

The wound was cleaned and 
stabilized with holding stitches. She 
was put on a course of antibiotics and 
pain medications, and the mastitis 
required daily warm compresses and 
treatment. The severity of the jaw 
wound required veterinary dental 
surgery. On September 27, Dr. Melinda 
Lommer of Aggie Animal Dental 
Service performed the surgery, and by 
October 10 the wound was completely 
healed. Dr. Lommer returned to 
remove her stitches, and the recovered 
opossum was released on October 21.

patient gallery 
Mallard duckling (#1283) was 

observed on August 1 in Lake Merritt 
struggling unsuccessfully to follow 
its mother and siblings. It seemed to 
be stuck in something and witnesses 
called WildCare. Nat Smith, staff 
member and Veterinary Technician, 
responded to the call as he left work 
and went to investigate the situation 
occurring near his home in Oakland.

After wading in, Nat discovered the 
duckling’s webbed toe had been caught 
by a mussel attached to the rocks. He 
was able to remove the mussel and 
duckling and brought them home 
where he warmed the duckling and let 
it rest. Once the duckling was warm, 
Nat bathed and cleaned her foot, and 
attempted unsuccessfully to encourage 
the mussel to open and release the toe. 
The toe, however, was severed, and he 
snipped the skin of the foot to free the 
little waterbird, now minus one toe.

The duckling came to WildCare 
for treatment and joined a group of 
other young orphaned mallards. The 
skin grew over the injured toe and 
the duckling could walk and swim 
normally. Patient #1283 and his 
adopted group were released at Lake 
Merritt on August 26.

Rosy Boa (#1021) On July 2, 
Mill Valley Police had reason to search 
the car of a young man, and were 
surprised to find a snake in one of 
his suitcases. They called the Marin 
Humane Society (MHS), and a field 
officer brought the reptile to WildCare. 
Staff member RVT Nat Smith did a full 
evaluation of the snake and found her 
to be very healthy, very hungry and 
very far from the Mojave Desert home 
from which she had been kidnapped. 
The boa ate two mice as soon as they 
were offered to her.

Over the course of the next two 
months, Nat made arrangements with 
a number of people who helped return 
the fully recovered snake to the Mojave 
Desert in Southern California where 
she was released on September 6. You 
can read about this Rosy Boa’s odyssey 
and see her eat a mouse on our website 
at wildcarebayarea.org/rosyboa.

#1021

#1519       #1597 #1519       #1597 

#1517
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unwanted visitors
Uneaten seed left on the ground 

will draw out local rodents and the 
animals that prey on them, like cats, 
raccoons and skunks. Other rodent 
magnets such as pet food or food 
waste, wood or brush piles, and thick 
patches of ivy, should be removed. 

To ensure that only birds can access 
your feeders, look for feeders with 
baffles or weight-sensitive features. 

safe and healthy birds
When they sense a predator, 

birds will often flee a feeder without 
being too careful about where they’re 
heading. Keeping feeders 30 feet 
or more away from windows will 
prevent window strikes, while feeders 
extremely close (three feet or closer) to 
windows are generally also safe.

Cats love birdfeeders almost as 
much as birds do. Place feeders high 
and above cats’ reach, and remove 
feeders if they are attracting undue 
feline attention. For the birds, open 
visibility directly around the feeder 
is good, but having nearby trees and 
other cover is generally beneficial.

The most common bird disease 
seen in our area is avian conjunctivitis, 
most often found among House 
Finches. If you notice birds with 
swollen or closed eyes, remove the 
feeders and clean them thoroughly. 
Wait until you no longer see sick birds 
before replacing your feeders.

Wild Birds Unlimited is a birdfeeding nature 
store located in the Vintage Oaks Shopping 
Center in Novato. They have been featured in 
WildCare’s Local Heroes column and sell owl 
boxes for our Hungry Owl Project. You can visit 
their website at wbu.com/marin or call 415-893-
0500 to discuss your birdfeeding questions.

Following the best practices below 
will help ensure that the birds that 
benefit from your feeder return and 
remain healthy and safe.

cleanliness
A clean feeder will prevent messes, 

minimize unwanted visitors and help 
keep birds healthy. Choose feeders that 
allow easy disassembly and cleaning. 
Metal and durable recycled plastic 
won’t split or crack as wood will, and 
are easily soaked in cleaning solution. 
It is best to clean feeders at least twice 
a month. Scrub feeders well, and 
then use a 10% bleach/water solution 
to disinfect. Rinse and dry feeders 
thoroughly before refilling.

Accumulation of fallen seed waste 
can be prevented by sweeping up 
regularly, using a large tray underneath 
your feeder or rotating your feeder 
among multiple locations. But perhaps 
the best way to address messy seed 
problems is by choosing the right kind 
of bird food.

the right food
The primary ingredient in most 

quality wild bird seed blends is 
sunflower, which may appear either 
whole in its black shell or hulled to 
reduce mess and waste. Sunflower 
is the most attractive seed for most 
perching songbirds, while white millet 
is attractive to ground-feeding birds 
such as sparrows, towhees, quail and 
doves. Often, seemingly inexpensive 
“wild bird seed” mixes are loaded 
with filler grains that few songbirds 
will eat, leaving waste seed on the 
ground. Some ingredients to avoid are 
milo, wheat, sorghum, canary seed or 
anonymous “grain products.”

I living with wildlife I

by Michael Gedney, Wild Birds Unlimited
Bird feeding can inspire appreciation and care for birds and the natural 

world and provide a supplemental food source that improves bird survival. How-
ever, poorly placed or unmaintained feeders may increase the risks of predation, 
window strikes and disease. For these reasons WildCare discourages bird feeding 
without total commitment to maintaining the health and safety of avian visitors.

best practices for the birds!

A good no-mess blend might include 
hulled sunflower chips, hulled millet, 
and shelled peanuts.

Woodpeckers 
are highly 
attracted to 
suet, a low-
mess food.

Weight-sensitive feeders prevent 
access by squirrels and rats.

Tube feeders 
with removable 
bases make 
cleaning much 
easier.

House Finches are one of our most common 
feeder visitors and are highly susceptible to 
conjunctivitis and trichomonas, avian diseases 
spread between visitors to uncleaned feeders.

Feeders that attach directly to windows 
reduce collisions by indicating the 
presence of an obstacle to both 
feeding and non-feeding birds.
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I volunteer spotlight I

and rescuers, and her fabulous data 
entry skills kept our records up to date. 
There are big shoes to fill at WildCare!

Congratulations on your 
retirement, Joyce!

rodenticide poisoning in wildlife
Several recent studies reported by 

the California Wildlife Investigations 
Laboratory have shown widespread 
exposure among predators and 
scavengers to anticoagulant 
rodenticides. The hundreds of 
carcasses of wildlife that have been 
killed by these poisons include San 
Joaquin Kit Foxes, Mountain Lions, 
Bobcats, Coyotes, Kangaroo Rats, 
Golden Eagles, Great Horned Owls, 
Barn Owls, Turkey Vultures, Cooper’s 
Hawks, Red-shouldered Hawks, Red-
tailed Hawks, American Kestrels, 
Wild Turkeys and Canada Geese. 
Read about this and more in www.
wildcarebayarea.org/wildlifenews.

Joyce Bourassa, from page 8 

I news & notes I

thank you, tommy bahama!
On Saturday October 6 the Tommy 

Bahama store in The Village at Corte 
Madera shopping center hosted a “Shop 
for a Cause” in-store event featuring 
WildCare and some of its ambassador 
animals! In addition some taxidermy 
animals from WildCare’s museum were 
featured in the store’s display window 
during the event, and Tommy Bahama 
donated 10% of its sales that day to 
WildCare.

Emily Pounder-Dunbar, originally 
from Canada, is no stranger to 
wild animals. Her first introduction 
to WildCare was when her mom 
brought home a baby opossum to 
foster when Emily was seven years 
old. She began going to summer 
camps and worked as a teen 
assistant by the age of twelve. 

Emily started volunteering at 
WildCare in October 2010. 

In addition to her regular 
Saturday afternoon Clinic shift, Emily 
helps the staff with administrative 
tasks and often provides support at 
WildCare events and programs. This 
summer alone, Emily volunteered 
over 400 hours working in the 
hospital, and assisting with summer 
camps and other education events. 

Emily is uniquely skilled at 
working with children and teaching 
them about wildlife in fun and 
creative ways. In the clinic, she 
enjoys preparing food for the 
animals and making sure they 
get the best care possible. Her 
personality makes it easy for her to 
work with others and see where and 
when help is needed. 

Emily particularly enjoys 
teaching children how to respect 
and live well with wildlife. She goes 
a step further, and teaches the 
kids how to take what they have 
learned at WildCare and share the 
experience with their friends and 
families. We are very happy and 
honored to have Emily as a part of 
our WildCare Team.

 w.wildcarebayarea.org wildcare 11
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coyotes and bobcats
Coyotes are adaptable as clearly 

evidenced by their presence in San 
Francisco and other populated areas. 
How can you tell a dog print from a cat 
print? The Coyote’s print is longer than 
wide, while the Bobcat’s print is as wide 
as it is long. The Coyote print shows 
claws, while a Bobcat or housecat print 
doesn’t. Now look at the top of the foot 
pads. The Coyote print has one hump 
while the Bobcat’s has two humps. 

Coyote scat is a thick cord, tapered 
at one end with shallow constrictions. 
Bobcat scat would have blunt ends with 
deep constrictions, looking something 
like a Tootsie Roll! You might find plant 
matter in coyote scat (omnivore) while 
you would never find plant matter in 
a Bobcat’s scat (carnivore). You might 
find fur and small bones in either of 
them. As with any animal, scat can 
be quite variable depending on the 
animal’s diet, size or health. 

western gray squirrels
Squirrels build nests called dreys 

high up in the trees from sticks and 

are widely spread apart, like a human’s 
opened hand, and you may see a drag 
mark left by their tails. 

You might also see a spot in the 
trail where it looks like they laid down, 
took a nap and got up again. Opossums 
may “play dead” when threatened. 
They don’t do this consciously, but 
rather sort of “faint.” They will fall over 
on their sides, close their eyes, give off 
a foul smelling odor from a gland; even 
their heart rate slows down.

raccoons
Raccoons have unique tracks that 

look like the hand and footprints of a 
human baby. Their walking gait shows 
a fore print next to a hind print and 
then it switches to a hind print next to 
a fore print.

However, if the raccoon is trotting, 
the gait pattern switches to a group/
intergroup pattern where the middle 
prints bunch up, a sure sign it was in a 
hurry!

Raccoons tracks can often be found 
at the edges of creeks and ponds where 
they use their sensitive hands to search 
for aquatic animals and insects.

Raccoon scat can be described as 
thick cords, either single or in piles, 
with flat to tapered ends that often 
look granular. Raccoons are one of the 
few mammals that use latrine sites, 

leaves wrapped together with long 
strands of grass. Seeing a drey is a 
sign to look for more squirrel activity. 
Squirrels wander around leaving 
a lot of tracks, as they collect and 
cache (store) food for winter in many 
different places. This can make their 
tracks confusing to interpret. 

One thing you will notice is that 
the fore prints have four toes while the 
hind prints have five toes. The hind 
prints are parallel to each other and 
are in front of the fore prints. The fore 
prints are diagonal, instead of parallel. 
This pattern is true of all rodents.

opossums
Virginia Opossums are unique in 

many ways. They are the only North 
American marsupial, the only mammal 
in North America with a prehensile 
(grasping) tail, and the only non-
primate in the animal kingdom with 
an opposable (thumb-like) digit on 
the inside toes of their hind feet. Their 
prints are similar to those of raccoons, 
with a fore print next to a hind print 
and then switching to a hind print next 
to a fore print. However, their five toes 

tracks and scat
by Marge Gibbs, WildCare Nature Van Naturalist

 Did you ever see a bunch of tracks in the mud or sand and wonder who 
made them and what they may have been doing there? What can animal tracks 
tell us about an animal? Next time you are out enjoying a walk in the woods, 
why not take the opportunity to learn about of the some of the signs your wild 
neighbors have left behind?

I mrs. t’s corner I

Housecat Fox

Bobcat Coyote Opossum

Squirrel



winter 2012  www.wildcarebayarea.org   wildcare   13

where multiple animals leave their 
calling cards. Raccoon feces can harbor 
dangerous parasites, even when dry, so 
steer clear if you find one of these sites.

columbian black-tailed deer
Black-tailed Deer are herbivores, 

eating plants, berries, twigs, leaves, 
acorns and fruit. Because of the lack of 
top incisors, deer tear off plant material 
using their tongue and lower incisors, 
leaving a jagged, uneven tear behind. 
Deer have two toes and two dewclaws 
that are located higher up on their legs. 
Dewclaws are vestigial toes that don’t 
reach the ground. 

Deer have a distinctive track with 
two oval-shaped hoof prints. The 
dewclaw prints will usually show only 
when the deer is walking in deep mud 
or sand or when running. You can tell 
the direction the deer is going as the 
narrow part of the hoof points forward. 
If the deer is running, the two toes will 
spread apart on the narrow end. Deer 
walk with the hind print placed where 
the fore feet were placed first. This is 
called registration. 

variability in tracks
Variation is something to keep 

in mind when looking at tracks. For 
instance, prints will change based upon 

the substrate, the weather, the age of 
the print, or the size of the animal. It 
is important to become familiar with 
the life histories of the mammals in the 
area where you are tracking. A lot of 
information can be gleaned from the 
known behaviors of various species.

perspective
The other thing to keep in mind 

when observing tracks is the word 
“perspective.” Look at the tracks from 
three perspectives:

1. From an aerial, or hovering, 
view. What is the overall look of the 
track trail?

2. Now get closer. Stand and look 
down at the tracks. What do you notice 
about the track groupings? Is this a 
walking gait, or was the animal moving 
more quickly? What are the stride or 
straddle measurements?

3. Now get down and look at the 
details. Can you count the toes? Are 
there claw marks? Gaps, bumps, and 
even the direction toward which a 
claw points can all tell a lot about the 
animal.

If you would like to try out your 
newly gained sleuthing skills, test 
yourself on page 15 – just for fun! – 
then go out to the coast to Limantour 
Beach. There are some muddy places 

under the bridge that lead to the 
beach and if you travel north along the 
Limantour Estero, you will be sure to 
find great tracks in the wet sand there. 

Happy sleuthing!

the story on page 15
The illustration on page 15 tells a 

story. See if you can decipher the plot. 
The raccoon is getting food from the 
creek, the squirrel is burying nuts, the 
deer is browsing on the bush and the 
opossum, upon sensing the coyote, is 
playing dead. The Coyote checks him 
out and moves on, then the opossum 
moves on in a different direction.

Raccoon Skunk Deer
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close encounters of the wild kind
by Juan-Carlos Solis, Director of Education
Can a dragonfly be a source of inspiration for a more sustainable society? 

I didn’t think so until one of the kids netted a common dragonfly known as a 
Blue-eyed Darner (Rhionaeschna californica) at a WildCare family program at China 
Camp. The capture was quite a feat, considering dragonflies can escape from even 
the fastest kestrels that like to eat them. 

 Andalé, ¡creo que si la agarre! (I 
really think I caught it!) one of the boys 
screamed with excitement in Spanish as 
he held the net with the dragonfly in it. 
That morning we had challenged them 
to catch a dragonfly, and asked them 
not catch any butterflies – dragonflies 
are hardy, but butterflies are delicate 
and can lose too many wing scales 
during netting and handling. 

But the excitement didn’t end 
there. As soon as everyone heard about 
this amazing capture, they ran to get 
a closer look and then the questions 
started pouring out: ¿Porqué tiene ojos 
tan grandes? (Why are the eyes so 
large?), Que patas tan largas, ¿Porqué 
son así? (The legs are very long, why?). 
Selling a dragonfly as a really “cool 
bug” is really not that hard if you can 
look at one up close. 

insect educators
Needless to say the kids thought it 

was “awesome,” and learned that this 
Blue-eyed Darner can see and capture 
really fast insects like houseflies in 
mid-air by using their large compound 
eyes and long legs. But what really got 
me thinking about their connection 
with this dragonfly and all the insects 
that we looked at that day is the care 
they took in releasing them back to 
the meadow where they came from, 
concerned for their well being. 

Connecting schoolchildren and 
families to the natural world around 
them through environmental education 
programs is one of WildCare’s top 
priorities. Particularly children and 
families whose access to environmental 
education is deficient or lacking – a 
common problem worldwide.

scholarships make a difference
WildCare’s approach to tackling 

this problem is to offer high-quality 
and culturally-relevant programs in 
conjunction with a comprehensive and 
accessible scholarship program that 
covers the cost of transportation, a 
major hurdle for some families. 

The good news is that WildCare’s 
efforts to connect more children 
and families to nature are working. 
Compared with 2010, WildCare now 
serves 50 % more socioeconomically 
disadvantaged children and families 
with most of our programs, including 
WildCare Terwilliger Nature Camps 
featured during the summer, winter 
and spring. In addition, WildCare’s 
family programming has been very 
successful in reaching out to the local 
Hispanic community to connect them 
with Marin County’s wonderful park 
preserves. 

bilingual programs
Program participation for Hispanic 

families in Aventuras Familiares 
WildCare/WildCare Family Adventures, 
the only ongoing bi-cultural and bi-
lingual (Spanish) family walks offered 
in the Bay Area, has more than tripled 
in the last three years, and now the 
program works with church and faith 
groups to organize family nature 
outings and picnics at local parks. 

As one parent put it during a recent 
program to Samuel P. Taylor State 
Park, “Lo mas importante es que los niños 
disfruten y conozcan estos parques….
sus plantitas y animalitos” (“The most 
important thing is that children enjoy 
and know about these parks … their 
plants and animals”). 

It is the true beginning for building 
a more environmentally conscious and 
sustainable society.
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Read about 
animal tracks 
on pages 12 and 
13. See if you can 
“read the plot” of 
the story taking 
place here.

Illustration by 
David Latour

tracks and trails
I just for fun I
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Museum and 
Courtyard Programs
Wildlife Ambassadors 
Ambassadors in the Courtyard 

Pool bird feeding 
daily at 12:30 & 4:30pm

Meet the Trainer 
daily at 11am and 2pm

Visit our website for daily scheduled 
ambassadors at 
wildcarebayarea.org/courtyard

Nature Education Programs
Call 415-453-1000 ext.12 to register.

Winter Nature Camps* 
December 31, 2012 - January 5, 2013, 

9am-3pm 
Winter Adaptations, grades 1-2 

Family Adventures 
Saturday mornings, 10am-noon, FREE
November 10
  Birding at Stafford Lake, Novato
December 1 

Baltimore Canyon, Kentfield
January 26, 8:30 am 

Youth Winter Bird Count
February 2
 Las Gallinas Wildlife Ponds
March 30 
 Ring Mountain, Corte Madera
April 6
 Deer Island, Novato

Events
Wine-ing for Wildlife*
Terrapin Crossroads, San Rafael
November 15, 6:30-8pm
wildcarebayarea.org/wine

Wildlife Conferences
National Wildlife Rehabilitators 
Association Symposium 2012
The Double Tree Hilton, Portland OR
March 15-9, 2013
320-230-9920 www.nwrawildlife.org

Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Programs
New Volunteer Orientations*
FREE Orientation for adult volunteers 
and students ages 15 and up
 January 26 or 27, 2013, 1-5pm
Call 415-453-1000 ext. 21 to register.

Training Classes for Volunteers*
Series of four classes $40
Class fee includes one-year WildCare 

membership

1001–Basic Clinic Skills 
Saturday, February 16, 10am-2pm 
Sunday, February 17, 1-5pm

 Tuesdays, February 5 and 12, 6-8pm

1002–Birds 
Saturday, March 2, 10am-2pm

 Sunday, March 3, 1-5pm
 Tuesdays, March 5 and 12, 6-8pm

1003–Mammals and Reptiles 
Saturday, February 23, 10am-2pm 
Sunday, February 24, 1-5pm

 Tuesdays, February 19 and 26, 6-8pm

1004–Captive Care for Wildlife 
Saturday, March 9, 10am-2pm 
Sunday, March 10, 1-5pm

 Tuesdays, March 19 and 26, 6-8pm

NoN-Profit orgaNizatioN

U. S. PoStagE

PaiD
ColUmbUS, Wi
PErmit No. 73

76 Albert Park Lane • San Rafael, CA 94901
415-453-1000

www.wildcarebayarea.org

I  schedule of events I Winter 2012

*Pre-registration is required; call 415-453-1000.
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