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Dear Friends,
It’s that time of year…planning and budgeting
for the next year, excited and challenged by the
work ahead…but also reflective of the work
behind us. This issue of the newsletter highlights
some of WildCare’s recent activities in our always
expanding work to help people live well with
wildlife.
Looking back, our achievements over the past five years are notable.
We’ve helped reduce – and in some locations ban – the use of secondgeneration rodenticides. We were prepared and activated to save wildlife
in natural disasters like the Cosco Busan and Deepwater Horizon oil
spills. We established an emergency wildlife response service, began our
WildCare Solutions service, and started an online newsletter to keep
people informed and connected. We created a new Family Adventures
program – in English and Spanish – to bring people together in nature,
helping people from urban areas develop an appreciation of the
importance of wildlife and healthy wild habitats. And last but not least,
we secured direct protection for wildlife in Marin County’s Integrated Pest
Management Plan. And there’s much more to come…
Fortunately for WildCare, we have terrific community support,
a stellar staff and volunteer corps, and the strategic guidance of our
dedicated board of directors. The unwavering commitment of all of you
to our mission has helped us weather very uncertain and precarious
economic times, and move closer to our dream of a new, expanded and
updated facility – a core goal of WildCare’s strategic plan.
We look back on 2011 with thanks for your support that has made all
of our work possible. You are the heart of WildCare. All of us wish you a
warm holiday season and the very best of the new year!
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special 2-for-1 holiday gift offer!
Introduce WildCare to a
friend when you join at a level of
$50 or higher! Use the enclosed
envelope, and include their name,
address and email, and we will
send you both a 2012 WildCare
membership.
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Mail by December 1, 2011
for holiday delivery, or use the
the gift code Sequoia when you
join online at wildcarebayarea.
org. Gift memberships received
after December 15 will be sent in
January.
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I news & notes I
youth christmas bird count
Join WildCare, Richardson Bay
Audubon Center and the Point Reyes
Bird Observatory for Marin County’s
2nd Youth Christmas Bird Count on
Saturday, January 14, 2012.
We’ll meet at the Bahia Vista
School (125 Bahia Way, San Rafael)
and count birds around the Canal
District in San Rafael from 8:30am to
1pm. Our count will help scientists
quantify the number of birds present
here during the winter and engage kids
with the wild birds in our area. We’ll
provide the binoculars and morning
snacks. No bird identification experience necessary.
For more information visit www.
wildcarebayarea.org or contact JuanCarlos Solis at (415) 453-1000 ext. 17.

january volunteer orientations
Our annual orientations for new
volunteers will be held on January 28
and 29, 2012, to be followed by a series
of training classes.
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I local heroes I
Wildlife Hospital volunteers work
directly with injured and orphaned
wildlife. If you would like to help
feed and care for wild animals in
our hospital, this will be your only
opportunity to learn how in 2012.
You can also learn more about our
Nature Guides and their work with
kids.
Don’t miss this once-a-year
chance to learn about these amazing
volunteer opportunities and sign up
to help!

“pale male” in marin
The Lark Theater will show
the film “Pale Male” as a benefit for
WildCare on Tuesday, January 24,
2012. Improbably, the winged hero
of this story made a permanent home
amidst the bustle of human civilization in Manhattan. Over the months
and years, the Red-shouldered Hawk
became the main character in an unfolding drama that riveted thousands
news and notes
of urbanites.
continues on page 11

Wildlife Fawn Rescue (WFR)
was founded over 20 years ago
by Marjorie Davis. Now it serves
all of Sonoma County. At 90 years
old, Marjorie is still very active in
WFR and now has Carol Balala,
their single paid employee, and 30
volunteers to answer hotline calls
and pick up fawns seven days a
week.
WildCare accepts and treats
fawns from Marin County, and
suffered a great loss when Susan
Sasso, our dedicated fawn foster
care volunteer of 15 years, retired
in 2008. Since that time we have
been searching for a full-time
replacement.
Finding a volunteer to foster
fawns is difficult, because this
position requires a considerable
time commitment as well as quiet,
non-trafficked land with a barn or
other shelter, and a fenced field for
older fawns. Because of WildCare’s
urban location, keeping them on site
in San Rafael is not possible.
We were very lucky and grateful
that volunteer Stacy Johnson was
able to foster older fawns on her
orchard property. This, however,
wasn’t an option for newborns that
require bottle feeds every three
hours.
Wildlife Fawn Rescue came to
to OUR rescue! SFR has no center,
but does have eight volunteers who
have fawn pens at their homes.
Carole agreed to help us out this
season, and she and her volunteers
made room for 15 of our fawns in
addition to the 100 they already
admit annually! We cannot thank
Wildlife Fawn Rescue enough for
their dedication and sacrifice to help
all fawns, especially ours this year!
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marin’s northern spotted owls
Northern Spotted Owls are much in the news this year. On June 30,
2011, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service made its Revised Spotted Owl Recovery
Plan available to the public. Marin County is one of the last refuges of this
reclusive species.
The Recovery Plan identifies two predominant threats to the Northern Spotted
Owl: increasing competition from Barred Owls, and habitat loss from timber
harvest and fire. Managing sufficient habitat for the Spotted Owl now and into the
future is important for its recovery. Competition from the Barred Owl (Strix varia)
poses a significant and complex threat to the Spotted Owl (S. occidentalis caurina).

Northern Spotted Owls in Marin
below. Barred Owls (page 5, left)
are larger and more adaptable than
Northern Spotted Owls (center).
Far right, Sequoia, WildCare’s
Northern Spotted Owl Ambassador, helps educate people about
the value of biodiversity.

a brief natural history of cousins
The Spotted Owl is similar in
appearance to its cousin the Barred
Owl, but has cross-shaped markings
on its underparts, whereas the Barred
Owl is alternately barred on the breast
and streaked on the belly. Barred Owls
are larger and grayer than Spotted
Owls. In recent years the California
and Northern subspecies of Spotted
Owl have been increasingly displaced
by Barred Owls. Like many other
species, Barred Owls have moved
west from the eastern U.S. Though
the two species are quite genetically
distinct, differing 13.9% in certain gene
sequences, they can hybridize in areas
where displacement is now occurring.
That means the Northern Spotted Owl
genome could disappear into that of
the Barred Owl.

pockets of unhybridized Northern
Spotted Owls.

to retaining the park as suitable habitat
for Spotted Owls, not just Barred Owls.
As in other cases where newcomers
displace indigenous species, federal
wildlife regulators on the West Coast
are struggling with how to manage this
new threat to ensure that the smaller
Spotted Owls don’t die out, both as
individual populations and as a species.

Barred Owls made an appearance
in Marin somewhere around 2004, and
since last year they have been seen in
Muir Woods, one of the last remaining

Barred Owls in general are more
aggressive, have a broader diet, and
adapt to more varied habitats than do
their spotted cousins. Barred Owls
are also less susceptible to human
interference, including noise pollution.
According to the U.S. National Park
Service Natural Sounds Resource
Brief, issued in July 2010, humancaused noise has been an escalating
management issue in national parks
for the past several decades. Unwanted
noise is a byproduct of aircraft,
watercraft, road traffic, machinery
and even voices. These noises have
continually increased with a rapidly
developing population. An article in
the Marin Independent Journal on July
30, 2011 by Mark Prado suggested
that Muir Woods could get protection
from air tour flight noise. This would
certainly be a step in the right direction

Photo by Kirk McCabe

Photo by Kirk McCabe

Photo by George Eade
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spotted owls at wildcare
WildCare admitted five Northern
Spotted Owls this spring, from
Fairfax, Ross, Novato and San Rafael
respectively. Our intake procedure
for these raptors is usually the same:
someone finds the owl on the ground
at the base of a tree, vulnerable to
predators, and calls WildCare. If it is
after normal business hours, or the
finder cannot immediately transport
the bird, we call WildCare’s Hungry
Owl Project (HOP). HOP Director Alex
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Photo by Tom Grey

Godbe arranges for it to be rescued and
brought to WildCare. Here it receives a
complete examination, including blood
tests and radiographs.
One of the owls this year was an
adult, dehydrated, and in extreme
respiratory distress. Within a few
days the bird succumbed to a fungal
infection. Four of the five that came
to WildCare were nestlings. One was
injured, and needed care and time to
heal. He was sent to intensive care with
raptor foster volunteer, Marianna Riser.
This bird is now recovering in a quiet
flight aviary in West Marin.
The remaining three patients were
healthy nestlings, and the case history
of patient #0751 is an example of
how the babies were returned to their
nests. #0751 was found by Lisa Winter
on May 10 at 7pm. When WildCare
determined that the “brancher” (the
term used for a fledgling raptor) was
healthy and able to be returned to his
nest, he was transferred to Jim Cairnes
of Small World Tree Company, who
climbed the nest tree the next day and
returned him to his parents and sibling.
Lisa has been monitoring Mike
the nest
Ryan from
afar and tells us the family is thriving.

sequoia donating to science
WildCare’s Northern Spotted Owl
Wildlife Ambassador, Sequoia, has
winter 2011

Photo by Nick Cedar

Photo by Marco Berger

generously donated a bit of his blood
for testing as a contribution to the
Spotted Owl Genome Project being
undertaken by the California Academy
of Sciences and the University of
California, San Francisco.

genome assembler from the University
of California, San Francisco. It will
take about two months to prepare the
samples and libraries for sequencing,
and a couple more months for genome
assembly. The first sequences will be
available sometime in early summer,
but complete alignments might take
several months.

Jack Dumbacher, our contact at the
California Academy of Sciences (CAS)
described the project last April:
The goal is to compile a complete
Northern Spotted Owl Genome with
gene annotation. This will provide a
number of important uses, including
helping wildlife officials with reference
genome sequences for genetic analyses
(for developing SNP, microsatellites,
and other reference genome libraries),
studying introgression of Barred Owl
Genes, and for studying adaptive
evolution of Spotted Owls to their
environment. This will be the first
genome from the order Strigiformes
(there are currently only three full
avian genomes available on GenBank.)
All data will be fully available, and
complete genome alignments will be
added to GenBank databases.
Along with WildCare and Sequoia,
the list of collaborators include CAS
researchers Jack Dumbacher, David
Mindell, Jerome Fuchs and Zachary
Hanna, as well as Joe DeRisi, a
programmer, and Graham Ruby, a

Says Jack Dumbacher of the role
Sequoia plays in this research:
“Barred Owls were first recorded
in Marin County (around Point Reyes
I think) in 2004. So it is even more
important to have Sequoia (who came
into captivity in 2005 as a purebreed
youngster) who can represent a fullblooded Northern Spotted Owl.”
Marin County is the southernmost
territory of the Northern Spotted Owl’s
range, and one of the last that Barred
Owls occupied. Northern Spotted Owls
from Marin’s Muir Woods are the least
likely to be genetically mixed with
Barred Owls. Having Sequoia’s DNA
sequenced will help researchers all over
the country who are now monitoring
how Barred Owls affect Spotted Owls
and how the two species interbreed.
Visit Northern Spotted Owl Ambassador Sequoia
every day in WildCare’s courtyard. Meet him in
person with his trainer on Saturdays at 3pm.
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First Place: Foggy Morning Yawn on Lichens by
Janet Kessler

First Place: Gulls Fighting by Karen Eikeland

Best in Show: Leap of Faith by Christine Hansen

2011 photography contest
Spectacular photographs! This year’s entries show a side of

nature people rarely get to see, and a look into the lives of birds, mammals
and insects with which we share our world. They inspire us to cherish and
protect it. Nearly 200 entries made judging our fifth annual Living with
Wildlife photo contest a real challenge.
We extend special thanks to
Best In Show:
Leap of Faith Christine Hansen
our hard-working professional
Bay Area Wild Birds in Their Natural
photographer judges Frankie
Settings:
Frost, Marin Independent Journal;
Gulls Fighting Karen Eikeland
Tim Porter, Marin Magazine; Julie
Vader, Pacific Sun; and to WildCare’s Bay Area Wild Animals (other) in Their
Natural Settings:
Director of Animal Care, Melanie
Foggy Morning Yawn on Lichens
Piazza, for contributing their time
Janet Kessler
and expertise. The photographs
Living with Wildlife:
judged to be the top five in each
Sacramento River Humpback,
category are listed and shown
Benicia, Contra Costa
Christopher Whittier
in the gallery at right, and at
General
Nature:
wildcarebayarea.org/photocontest.
Foggy Morning, Sonoma County
Christine Churchill

wildcare 415.453.1000
415.453.1000
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First Place: Foggy Morning, Sonoma County by
Christine Churchill

First Place: Sacramento River Humpback by
Christopher Whittier

winter 2011

Bay Area Wild Animals (other) in their Natural Settings

Edward Ross
Marianne Hale

Janet Kessler

Cole Slater

Bay Area Wild Birds in their Natural Settings

Tory Kallman
Christopher Whittier

Greg Wilson

Greg Wilson

General Nature

Richard Pavek

Karene Schelert

Richard Stern

Miles Daly

Living with Wildlife

Bruce Getty

Anne Deckert
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Richard Pavek

Alix Rauh

Plan now to enter WildCare’s 2012 competition!
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#1394-1395

Photos by Buffy Tarbox

#1494

patient gallery
Pacific Tree Frogs (#13941395) hitched a ride to Fairfax with
Claire Chedekel when she left Yosemite
on September 5. She found them when
she unpacked, and brought them to
WildCare on September 8. By September 10 the two tiny amphibians were
rehydrated and eagerly hunting tiny
crickets in their terrarium.
While we have Pacific Tree Frogs in
Marin, these two were a different subspecies and could not be introduced
to this county because of the danger
of introducing unknown pathogens or
genetic variations. WildCare volunteers
Buffy and Steve Tarbox like to travel,
and used the release as an excuse to
schedule a very short-notice trip to
Yosemite. They released the little frogs
back home to Mather Camp on September 13.
American Kestrel (#1494) came

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

#0645 et al

Photo by Anya Pamplona

#1128

#1126,
1129-1131

to WildCare for evaluation as a Wildlife Ambassador from International
Bird Rescue (IBR) on September 27.
He had originally been captured as he
interacted with picnickers, and was
thought to be an escaped pet someone
had captured illegally as a chick.
At WildCare, however, he became
aggressive toward people as we tried
to work with him. It began to appear
that he was not as tame as originally
thought. If he can be returned to a
normal life in the wild it would be a
great success.
Our work with him in the next
few weeks and months will involve a
cautious approach. On one hand, encouraging his wild fear of humans will
help him return to the wild. But if he
continues to exhibit tameness, the approach will have to change to encourage him to feel comfortable around us
so he will find captive life acceptable.
Look for an update on this bird in a
future issue.

California Brown Pelican

(#0645) was the first of more than 40
more to arrive at WildCare between
May 27 and August 30 in various

stages of dehydration and emaciation.
The birds came from beaches in San
Francisco, Marin, and even the East
Bay. Over 30 were stabilized and transferred to International Bird Rescue
(IBR) for specialty care, but ten did not
survive long enough to make the trip.
IBR had treated 227 of these birds
from around the Bay by late August
this year. They report that earlier in the
year, patients were generally starving
juveniles, but more recently have
been older birds entangled by fishing
hooks and lines. This could indicate
that birds that survived a lack of food
earlier in the year have learned to
approach human fish catches for food.
On August 24 seven of the birds
were transferred back to WildCare for
release.

Virginia Opossum (#1128) was
killed by a dog in Corte Madera on July
25 and brought into its owner’s house.
The owner deposited the body in the
trash. The following morning, a workman found the very-much-alive opossum with a pup (#1126) and called the
Marin Humane Society. A field officer
found three more pups (#1129-1131)
and brought the animals to WildCare.
The mother had deep wounds and
her marsupial pouch was torn. Radiographs revealed a dislocated hip and
separated fibula. She was given fluids,
antibiotics and pain medications, then
allowed to rest and stabilize. The four
pups went to foster care.
The following day she was anaesthetized and her pouch sutured. Over
the next month, her wounds healed
well and patient #1128 was returned to
her territory on September 3.
During this time her pups grew
to release age. Mother and pups did
not need to be reunited. Opossums’
instinctual “programming” doesn’t
require much social bonding, and by
the time they were released on September 12, they were at the age when they
would normally have dispersed.

Photos by Kim Sandholdt
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poison oak

by Marge Gibbs, WildCare Nature Van Naturalist

When it comes to Poison Oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum) you can never
be too careful. Though many believe that summer is the worst or only time you
can get Poison Oak, it may come as a surprise that you can get Poison Oak rashes
at any time of the year, even in winter!
California’s ubiquitous Poison Oak
which causes an allergic reaction.
serves as a beautiful autumn (and
Around 15% to 30% of people have
spring) color addition. In late fall or
no allergic response, but most, if not
winter, there are no leaves at all on
all, will become sensitized over time
the plants, so they can be difficult to
with repeated or more concentrated
recognize, but can still give you a rash.
exposure to urushiol. Effects of Poison
Leaves normally consist
Oak are similar to
“Leaves of three those of Poison Ivy.
of three leaflets, with the
stalk of the central leaflet let it be; if it’s hairy, It first causes severe
being longer than those of
itching, evolves into
it’s a berry!”
the other two; however,
inflammation, colorless
leaves are occasionally comprised of
bumps, and then blistering when
five, seven, or nine leaflets. Leaves
scratched. The rash normally lasts from
of true oaks, which are superficially
10 to 14 days. Animals with fur usually
similar, grow singly, not in groups.
don’t suffer skin irritation, although a
Poison Oak, Poison Ivy and Poison dog can develop symptoms on its nose
or underbelly.
Sumac, of the Anacardiaceae family,
grow in most regions of North America,
except Nevada and Alaska. Poison Oak who eats poison oak?
Deer and a variety of birds eat
is native to western North America
Poison Oak fruit. Establishment of
from British Columbia to the Baja
new Poison Oak plants generally is
California peninsula. In California it is
widespread, and grows in habitats from from the seeds these animals transport.
The passage of the hard-seeded fruit
sea level to the 5,000-foot elevation
through the animal’s digestive tract
in open woodlands, grassy hillsides,
facilitates germination. Livestock can
coniferous forests and open chaparral.
graze on the tender foliage of poisonWestern Poison Oak leaves and
oak with no adverse effects.
twigs have surface oil, urushiol,

Poison Oak in summer
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Poison Oak in spring

Poison Oak in Fall

The first thing to do if exposed to
the oils is to wash with plenty of cool
running water and soap to break down
the oils. Ivory soap and several other
hand soaps will work fine. Tecnu is
an over-the-counter product that is
effective in breaking down the oils.
Don’t use soap that contains lanolin
or other oils that could spread the
urushiol more.
You can apply rubbing alcohol with
cotton balls to the parts of the skin that
are affected. The rubbing alcohol can
help to alter the oil from Poison Oak.
Be sure to wash any clothing that may
have come into contact with the plant.
For temporary relief from the itching,
carefully apply heat such as from hot
(not scalding) water. It is said that heat
brings out the histamines and depletes
the body’s supply for a few hours.

Poison Oak berries
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wildcare solutions
Living well with wildlife isn’t difficult. It just takes a basic understanding
of animals and what attracts them. Like us, animals seek food, water and shelter.
Solving wildlife conflicts is most successful when the source of the attraction is removed. When animals take up residence in crawl spaces, attics or underneath our
decks, it is shelter that is the attractant. This type of problem can be easily solved
without causing harm to our wild neighbors.
raccoons in the bath
The homeowner called in early
September to ask about noises coming
from underneath the bathtub that
sounded like chirping, birdlike sounds.
This was an easy question. Underneath
the bathtub is a favorite nesting area
that is usually accessed through a crawl
space, or torn vent cover. Raccoon
vocalizations between mother and
babies are called “trilling,” and can
sound like young birds chirping.
What was unusual was that
September is normally the time when

mother raccoons are taking their
“teenagers” out into the world to teach
them how to forage.
An inspection revealed baby
raccoons about six weeks old. Their
mother would still be nursing them
during the day, and leaving them
to forage for herself at night. When
raccoon babies are 8-10 weeks of age,
the mother will begin to take them out.
Our customer was willing to wait a few
weeks until it was safe for our Wildlife
Specialist to do a humane eviction.
With the help of scent deterrents, the
family was humanely evicted, and we
were able to seal up the access points to
keep animals out in the future.

bats in the roof

Eric Mies

Photo by Stella Loren

Eric Mies has been a contractor
for WildCare Solutions for the last
two years. Many of our customers
benefited from his work. Eric has
also been a well-known hang gliding
pilot and instructor in the Bay Area
for over 20 years.
Last summer, Eric suffered a
serious hang gliding accident that
left him paralyzed. He is currently
undergoing rehabilitation at the VA
hospital in Palo Alto.
Eric is in our thoughts and
prayers. The hang gliding community has set up an online donation page for Eric’s family at http://
www.hanggliding.org/eric.php.
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The homeowner in Novato didn’t
want to harm the bats that had been
living in her eaves and roof. She had
coexisted with the colony for years, and
enjoyed watching “her“ bats at dusk, as
they set out to scoop insects out of the
air. But the time came when she needed
to reclaim her home.
She contacted WildCare Solutions
for help to encourage the bats to find
another roost – a gentle eviction. Bat
evictions can only be done humanely
in the early spring or in the fall months.
Excluding bats in the late spring or
summer can create orphans. Exclusions
in the winter might seal in hibernating bats or force them to wake up and
waste valuable calories staying warm
and seeking shelter when there are no
insects to eat.
In this case, WildCare Solutions installed one-way doors for the bats that
allow them to fly out but not back in.
Our bat-loving customer also installed

Swallows’ nests under the eaves of a school
building provide an educational experience for
students. Plantings under the nests turn the
droppings into fertilizer. Photos by JoLynn Taylor

a bat box to offer an alternative roost if
the bats choose to use it.

swallows under the eaves
A business complex in southern
Marin called in May. They had nesting Cliff Swallows for several years in
the area directly above where people
entered the businesses. The droppings
created a nuisance.
Cliff Swallows migrate north every
spring from Argentina. Under the
International Migratory Bird Treaty
Act it is illegal to remove or damage
an active nest, and fines for disturbing
nesting birds can be severe. WildCare
Solutions advised them to wait until
September when the young birds had
all fledged. Droppings can be a minor
nuisance, but hosing them down
frequently is the best way to address
the problem. Installing “poop shelves”
under the nests to catch the droppings
is one creative solution that does help.
In fall the office complex called
back to find out when it would be safe
to remove them. WildCare monitored
the site for several days and was able
to report back that all the swallows
had fledged and embarked on their
long journey back to South America.
To deter the swallows from nesting at
that location in the future, WildCare
recommended that swallow guards
made of Plexiglas be installed.
WildCare Solutions is a low-cost service for
people with wildlife conflicts. Call 415-456-SAVE
for advice and appointments.
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I volunteer spotlight I
website to nominate next year’s
recipient.

from page 3

New Yorkers watched him through
windows and binoculars, followed him
teaching his offspring survival skills
in a semi-natural environment, losing
his mate and finding another, and,
almost miraculously, guiding a multigeneration family that could withstand
intimate proximity with people.
Join us to meet a WildCare Wildlife
Ambassador before the show.

thank you, san francisco!

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

San Francisco became the first
major city to enact standards aimed
at lowering bird-building collisions.
Mayor Ed Lee signed the new
Standards for Bird Safe Buildings into
law following unanimous approval
from the city’s Board of Supervisors.
The Standards outline new building
design and alteration techniques and
requirements to prevent birds from
crashing into windows. Visit www.
wildcarebayarea.org/wildlifenews to
download a copy of the Standards.

Photos by David Taylor

Photo courtesy of Keith Smith

Lyanne Schuster grew up in
Ohio with cats, dogs, bunnies and
chickens. While visiting a family
friend and veterinarian in New
Jersey, she was given the (then)
unique opportunity to bottle feed two
baby raccoons and a fawn. It was
the beginning of her relationship with
wild animals.

terwilliger environmental award
winner sharon barnett
On Friday September 9,
WildCare presented 2011 Terwilliger
Environmental Award winner Sharon
Barnett with a $2,000 check to use to
continue her nature education work.
In her 15-year career as an
environmental educator in the
Bay Area, Sharon has brought her
inquiry-based and multi-sensory
teaching methods and her boundless
enthusiasm to organizations including
the Walker Creek Outdoor School, the
Richardson Bay Audubon Center and
the Marin Art and Garden Center.
Sharon currently teaches
environmental education for three
organizations: Marin Country Day
School, the College of Marin and Marin
Nature Adventures, of which she is cofounder, and she shares her extensive
knowledge of, and enthusiasm for,
natural history as a guest teacher for
many other organizations including
Richardson Bay Audubon and Point
Reyes Field Seminars.
If you know an environmental
educator who has made a real impact
on people’s lives, please visit our
winter 2011

eagle flight
A Golden Eagle rehabilitated at
Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue is
being slow released at WildCare’s
Flight Aviary in Olema. Before he is
released in late October, he will be
banded by someone from the Golden
Gate Raptor Observatory. This is not
unusual, but what is especially exciting
about this release is that a transmitter
will be attached to the bird, and he
will be tracked by Keith Smith, a
WildCare Friday clinic volunteer and
a licensed pilot. Coincidentally, Keith’s
plane is known as a “Christen Eagle,”
and painted to look like one!
We are eager to see how this bird
fares; conventional thought is that a
fledgling Golden Eagle needs to be
with a falconer for a year or more
before release. Look for updates in our
future eNewsletters.

environmental forum of marin
Last August WildCare’s Director of
Education Juan-Carlos Solis received
the Joseph Kohn Memorial Scholarship
from the Environmental Forum of
Marin to join this year’s Master Class
#39. For the last three years Juan-

When Lyanne moved to
California in the 1990’s she found
an injured sparrow, and discovered
WildCare. She chose to continue her
wildlife connection here, and began
to volunteer in 2004.
Lyanne works full time as an
architect, and donates her Sunday
mornings to the WildCare clinic.
She also cares for WildCare’s foster
patients, initially fostering squirrels,
and later including rodents and
rabbits.
When she heard WildCare was
looking for a new home, Lyanne
asked her firm, Quattrocchi Kwok
Architects, to volunteer as well.
Lyanne secured the support and
involvement of the firm’s partner,
Mark Quattrochi, to help us develop
a Programing Guidelines document
that is greaty helping to guide us in
planning for our new facility.
Lyanne has a deep commitment
to wildlife and other animals. She
appreciates the education that
captive wild animals can provide
to people, and maintains a deep
respect for the preservation of
their habitat. Her dedicated work
at and for WildCare is a significant
contribution that helps WildCare
remind us that we are all connected.

news and notes
continues on page 14
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wildlife release stories
Releasing animals back to the wild is part of wildlife rehabilitation.
Some would say it’s the best part! Like everything else, sometimes it looks easier
than it is. Release stories can be funny, heartwarming, sad and often educational.
Here are some from WildCare volunteers and rehabilitators!
quick release foxes
Three baby Gray Foxes from
different parts of Marin spent a few
weeks in foster care with Anne Barker
and Stephen Shaw. When they needed
more space, we transferred them to
Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue.
Wildlife regulations prohibit relocating
wild mammals, so when the foxes were
ready for release, they came back to
Marin.
Their release in a valley below
Mount Tamalpais was anticlimactic,
without even a chance to watch them
explore. One after another, two of the
three shot straight out of the kennel
and disappeared into the brush. The
third stayed in the kennel until the
anxiety of being left behind got the
better of her, and she dashed after her
companions.

and smells there. Then the cage door is
opened and the animal is free to come
and go at will. Food is supplied for a
limited time.
In this case the Red-tailed Hawks
in the adjoining aviary space managed
to get into the aviary that held the Redshouldered Hawks and an open door.
All four were now free to come and go.
Red-shouldered and Red-tailed
Hawks are quite different birds. Redshouldered Hawks are quick to take
care of themselves. Red-tailed Hawks
develop more slowly.
As expected, the fast-developing
Red-shouldered Hawks returned to
the feeding platform for about a week,
while the Red-tailed hawks took
advantage of the free food for four to
five weeks.

a slow hand for hawks

gone to bat

Our raptor aviary in Olema can
be split into sections. Earlier this year,
one half of the space was used to hold
two Red-tailed Hawks not yet ready for
release. The other side sheltered two
Red-shouldered Hawks as they were
being slow-released.

A Mexican Free-tailed Bat tangled
in wire came to WildCare from
Woodacre. After the wire was removed,
the bat was treated for a secondary
infection. After eight days the wounds
had healed, and Wildlife Technician
Victor Ullrich took the bat to his own
home in Woodacre.

During slow release, an animal
is caged and fed in an area until it is
comfortable with the sights, sounds

Bats roost hanging downward, and
unlike birds, cannot “take off” into the

about wildlife releases
WildCare encourages rescuers who
want to release the animals they’ve
brought in to let us know that they’re
interested. If a rescuer can be flexible,
and it is appropriate for the animal,
rescuer releases are a big help during
the busy summer season.
Sometimes it is impractical.
Adult animals can be dangerous
12 wildcare 415.453.1000

when they have recovered, baby
animals brought by different
rescuers may need to be released in
a group, animals may have timing
requirements, or the need for release
may come with very short notice. If
you have rescued a wildlife patient
and would like to be part of his
release, please let us know.

air. They need to drop from a height,
open their wings and swoop upward
to take flight. Victor stood on his deck
and let the bat cling to his gloved hand
for a moment, then watched as it let go,
dropped, and soared off into the night.

a moving squirrel
Two Eastern Gray Squirrels were
caught by a cat in April. One was much
smaller than his sibling, and both his
wrists were turned inward at a uniform
but abnormal angle. Radiographs
showed no broken bones, and he
was otherwise healthy. His wrists
were splinted, but the splints didn’t
straighten them out.
As he got older, he and his
companions were moved to larger
and larger cages with branches and
swinging logs to build their muscles
and promote their agility. As release
time approached, he still walked on the
outside of his feet. We were concerned
about his suitability for release.
Fortunately, a video taken several
weeks before his release showed
him to be as strong and agile as his
companions. Having had this condition
since before his eyes opened, he had
learned to climb and jump as if his
wrists were normal. He began a slow
release on July 19 and has been seen
frequently since.

raccoon clown act
Jan Crowell of Wildlife
Rehabilitation and Release in Grass
Valley described the release of nine of
their raccoons at a beautiful private
location on 150 wooded acres with the
Bear River running through it.
Release-age raccoons generally
weigh at least 10 pounds each here;
these were more like twelve pounds
each, because there they will have to
defend themselves against coyotes and
mountain lions. The volunteers took
five kennels with two raccoons in each
of four, and one in a fifth kennel. Young
raccoons are social, and the single one
was not happy to be in a kennel alone.
When the doors were opened,
the raccoons were more interested
winter 2011

in reuniting with each other than in
seeing if there might be a mountain
lion waiting for them. All nine raccoons
stuffed themselves into one crate, like
clowns into Volkswagen, before they
got brave enough to venture out.

mallards take the plunge
Robert Timineri released two
mallards at the lagoon just south of
Corte Madera Trader Joe’s. He tipped
the boxes at the edge of the shore and
the mallards were out and in the water.
For 20 minutes as he watched and
photographed them, they were never
more than a few inches apart.

Gray Foxes didn’t hesitate to dash, and video
shows three gray blurs. Photo by Anne Barker
Red-shouldered Hawks decided it was time to
leave with the Red-tailed Hawks – whether anyone agreed or not. Photo by Marian Eschen

A week later, Robert returned to
observe two ducks, very close to each
other with a flock of about six or eight
other mallards. He’s sure it was them.

the sweet smell of success
Wildlife hospital staff loaded
the fragrant crate, holding five little
passengers, into Barbara Pritchard’s
hatchback. Skunks stamp their feet
when upset, but these didn’t protest.
They had already doused the handlers;
they were spent.

Mexican Free-tailed Bat dropped from the glove
that held him and swooped into the night. Photo
by Robert Bloomberg

Five little black noses poked out
through the screen as she opened the
crate door and gave them some room.
Barbara was hoping to get some release
photographs, but the light faded before
five fluffy bodies tumbled out. When
she heard them moving toward her, she
carefully backed up the hill and wished
them well.

screech owl night flight
The little Western Screech Owl was
rescued from a chimney in Gerstle Park
where he had become trapped. Kate
Lynch released him, cleaner and wellfed, a few days later.
At dusk, Kate drove to the location
he had come from and parked. Using
leather gloves, Kate opened the box
and held him up and away from her
face, then relaxed her hands and felt his
tiny weight disappear as she watched
his silent departure.
winter 2011

Misaligned wrists didn’t stop this Eastern Gray
Squirrel from keeping up with his littermates. A
supported release gave him a little more time.
Photo by Melanie Piazza

Two Mallards bonded at WildCare and stayed
together after release. Photo by Robert Timineri

Nine large raccoons stuffed themselves into
one crate to regroup before venturing out to the
river. Photo by Jan Crowell

Five Striped Skunks gave their transport vehicle
a fresh scent before dissolving into the night.
Photo by Alison Hermance

A Screech Owl lifted silently off of the hand that
released him. Photo by Alison Hermance
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I news & notes I
from page 11

eagle nest repair
For the last 20 years, a pair of
Golden Eagles has chosen an open
space area to the east of the City of
Dublin as their prime nesting location.
A stand of Eucalyptus trees in a
267-acre conservation area managed
by the Center for Natural Lands
Management (www.cnlm.org) has
long been the nesting site of choice.
In subdivisions built within sight of
the nest, disturbance minimization
measures were included by the
developer to ensure the ongoing success
of the conservation area and the eagles.
When development was finished, there
was a desire to create alternative nesting
locations for long-term viability of the
site for future eagle broods.
To take better advantage of the
Golden Eagle view-shed buffer zone
between private open space and
development, nesting platforms were
erected deeper in the conservation
area. WildCare volunteer Jim Cairnes
of Small World Tree Company climbed

and wove together two nests to provide
nesting options.
Alameda County is home to the
highest nesting density of Golden
Eagles in the world, but the birds are
still federally protected. Habitat loss is
the biggest threat to their survival.

Thank you Sacramento Zoo
On behalf of all the patients at
WildCare, we wish to extend our
gratitude to the Sacramento Zoo for
their generous, ongoing donation of
high-quality foods for our patients.

Photo by David Taylor

Photo by Alison Hermance

Carlos has been a speaker for the
Forum on the topic of interpreting
climate change to the general public.

walk on the wild side
This October, Whole Foods
Market hosted a WildCare nature hike
at Lake Lagunitas in Fairfax. More
than 50 families joined the fun, and
proceeds went to WildCare. Whole
Foods Market publicized the event
throughout their stores, provided
breakfast, snacks, drinks and prizes for
walkers. WildCare’s naturalists were
on hand to talk to people, and to guide
walkers from one animal station to the
next over a beautiful 1.8 mile walk
around the lake.

Christine Hansen

Leave a Legacy for Wildlife
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Yours can be a legacy of
caring if you include WildCare
in your will or estate plan. No
one knows what the future will
bring, but we can all plan to
make it better.
Call Jan Armstrong at 415-453-1000 ext. 13.
winter 2011

I just for fun I
Photo by David Taylor

origami animals
Look for stories about these animals in this issue. Now you can
make them jump out of the pages and come out to play.

Brown Pelican
1. Cut a square of paper and color one side
brown. Turn paper to the white side and fold
in half. Open out.
2. Fold the outsides into the center.
3. Fold the sides into the center again.
4. Turn the brown side on top and fold the
bottom point up to the top point.
5. Fold in half
6. Rotate
7. Raise the inside long triangle upward slowly.
Crease at an angle.
8. Open the pointed end and inside-reverse
fold to form the head.
9. Fold each wing up and open the body folds
slightly so the pelican rests on its wings.
10. Finished pelican

1.

2.

Photo by David Taylor

Photo by David Taylor

Bat

Jumping Frog
1. Start with a rectangular piece of paper.
Color one side green. Turn paper to the
white side and fold in half. Open out.
2. Fold the top corners down diagonally.
Open out.
3. Fold the top backward where the folds
intersect. Open out.
4. Bring the corner edges down to the
center as shown.
5. Fold the outside corners of the top
triangle up to meet the top point.
6. Fold both sides in to the center.
7. Fold the bottom edge up to the base of
the top triangle.
8. Fold again in half downwards.
9. Open triangles slightly and turn over.
!0. Press downward on the back of the
finished frog to see him hop!

fold

1.

2.
folds

3.

2.

1.

1. Cut a square of paper and fold in half.
2. Fold bottom edges up to align with the
middle fold.
3. Fold top points down to meet the bottom
points.
4. Fold lower triangles in half again.
5. Turn model over and fold top point down to
meet bottom point.
6. Fold about 1/2 of the top triangle back up
so a small triangle above the top fold.
7. Fold half of the small extending triangle
away from you to create the head.
8. Fold outside edges in to meet the center
back, allowing the front flaps to flip forward.
9. Gently grasp the two bottom loose corners
and pull them outward.
10. Finished bat. Turn the model over to see the
front. Hang him upside down – he’s a bat!

3.
fold

5.

4.

3.

4.

4.
5.

5.

7.
9.
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6.

6.

7.

8.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
8.

9.

10.

10.
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I schedule of events I

Winter 2011
Family Adventures

Museum and
Courtyard Programs

Saturday mornings, 10am-noon, FREE

Ambassadors in the Courtyard
Interpretive Pool Bird feeding daily
at 12:30 & 4:30pm FREE
Pool Bird training at 12:30pm
Desert Cottontail§ and trainer
Mondays at 2pm
Desert Tortoise§ and trainer
Tuesdays at 11am
Acorn Woodpecker§ and trainer
Wednesdays at 11am
Desert Cottontail§ and trainer
Thursdays at 2pm
Swainson’s Hawk§ and trainer
Fridays at 2pm
Northern Spotted Owl§ and trainer
Saturdays at 3pm
Desert Cottontail§ and trainer
Sundays at 11:30am
§
Ambassadors subject to change

Photo by Diane Lynch

Events
Give-back Tuesday for WildCare
Iron Springs Brewery, Fairfax
December 6

Photo by Maria Salvador

Marin Civic Center
January 21, 2012

“Pale Male” in Marin
Lark Theater, Larkspur
January 24, 2012

WildCare Gala*

Mill Valley Community Center
Friday, March 2, 2012, 6:00-11pm

Call 415-453-1000 ext.12 to register.

Wildlife Conferences

Winter Nature Camps*

National Wildlife Rehabilitators
Association Symposium 2012

December 19-22 , 9am-3pm
Nature Detectives, grades K-1
December 27-30, 9am-3pm
Winter Adaptations, grades 1-2

Wildlife Rehabilitation
Programs
New Volunteer Orientations*

WildCare at the Baer Fair

Nature Education Programs

Photo by Alix Rauh

November 19
Tennessee Valley
December 10
Devil’s Gulch, Samuel P. Taylor Park
January 14, 8:30 am
Youth Christmas Bird Count
February 4
Las Gallinas Wildlife Ponds
March 17
Ring Mountain

Wildlife Ambassadors

The Crowne Plaza, Baton Rouge, LA
March 14-17, 2012
320-230-9920 www.nwrawildlife.org

*Pre-registration is required; call 415-453-1000.

Orientation for Adult Volunteers FREE
January 28 or 29, 2012, 1-5pm
Call 415-453-1000 ext. 21 to register.

Training Classes for Volunteers*
Series of four classes $40
Class fee includes one-year WildCare
membership
101–Basic Clinic Skills
Saturday, February 11, 10am-2pm
Sunday, February 12, 1-5pm
Tuesdays, January 31 and
February 7, 6-8pm
102–Birds
Saturday, February 25, 10am-2pm
Sunday, February 26, 1-5pm
Tuesdays, February 28 and
March 6, 6-8pm
103–Mammals and Reptiles
Saturday, February 18, 10am-2pm
Sunday, February 19, 1-5pm
Tuesdays, February 14 and 21, 6-8pm
104–Captive Care for Wildlife
Saturday, March 3, 10am-2pm
Sunday, March 4, 1-5pm
Tuesdays, March 13 and 20, 6-8pm

