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Dear Friends,
In April, my husband Todd and I spent ten days in
Mexico. One evening, while walking back to our hotel
after enjoying a lovely sunset, we were horrified to
see a cock fight in progress in the hotel bar. Without
much thought, I pushed through the crowd, jumped
on stage, scooped up one of the roosters and ran off
with it.
While I was heading up to our room with a large
white fighting cock in an attempt to save its life, we
were approached by the bird’s handler and a hotel
employee who calmly explained these roosters were really pets. They would
not attempt to kill each other; the fight was a performance for tourists.
Although I was not OK that the roosters were forced to fight for show, I
reluctantly surrendered the rooster. If it had been a trained fighting cock, this
story would have had a much different ending. I was lucky.
Despite coming from the heart, my actions would in no way stop, or even
reduce, cock fighting. At WildCare, we take a much different approach.
Our ongoing work to stop the use of rat poisons has resulted in both state
legislation and municipal policy change, saving the lives of countless owls,
hawks, domestic pets and more. We have begun a pilot program to expand
this work – testing for pesticide and other exposure to toxins in our wildlife
patients.
In the last two weeks WildCare has gathered over 3,000 signatures
demanding that the Point Reyes National Seashore provide water for the Tule
Elk that the National Park Service has fenced in. Because they have neglected
to do so, more than 250 elk are believed to have died of thirst in the last two
years. WildCare is committed to stopping this inhumane and unacceptable
practice.
This is our annual report issue, containing an overview of last year’s
activities and accomplishments. In May we celebrated the 2015 Terwilliger
Environmental Award winner, storyteller Ane Carla Rovetta. We are halfway
to our fundraising goal of the $8 million needed to complete our new facility.
And, as always, we continue our programs that teach people to live well with
wildlife. To quote Elizabeth Terwilliger, “Teach children to love nature. People
take care of what they love.” Those words manifest the power of WildCare to
inspire and affect long-lasting positive change.
Karen J. Wilson
Executive Director
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WildCare advocates for wildlife
for a sustainable world.
WildCare is pleased to announce five new staff members. Our development
team adds Gail Stanley, Major Gifts Officer; Dustin Alexander, Annual Fund
Manager; and Jo Ashmore, Baby Bird Nest Project Assistant. Casie Lee and
Noam Mendelson join the hospital team as Wildlife Assistants.
And it is with sad but proud hearts that we say goodbye to JoLynn Taylor,
who has moved on to new opportunities. Not only did JoLynn write and
produce WildCare’s newsletter for nearly 20 years, she was also in charge of
WildCare membership and direct mail programs, she managed the organization’s database systems, and she was a fierce leader to the raccoon foster care
team. JoLynn, thank you for all your years of constant dedication to WildCare. You will be greatly missed!
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by Tory Russell and Eileen Jones

Photos by Amy Woodward

ildCare honored Ane Carla Rovetta
during the Terwilliger Environmental
Award ceremony at serene Stafford Lake in
Novato on Saturday, May 16th. The event,
inspired by Elizabeth Terwilliger’s renowned
impact on the field of environmental
education, honors a local educator who is
currently leading the way in teaching appreciation and respect for nature.
The celebration began with a morning nature
hike along the Terwilliger Trail, guided by
WildCare’s Education
Staff and Marin County
Open Space District
Ranger Adam Craig.
Wildflowers dotted
the hillside and hikers
spotted an abundance
of wildlife, including
a Red-sided Garter
Snake, Red-winged Blackbirds and Black Phoebe fledglings. Later, guests relaxed with lunch by the lake, while
Red-sided Garter Snake
they shared their memories of Mrs. T and their admiration
for Ane Carla’s work. Mrs. T’s influence echoed throughout the event, all the
way down to the straw hat centerpieces on each of the tables.
The celebration concluded with an award ceremony, hosted by WildCare’s
Executive Director, Karen
Wilson, with Board President
Susanne Lyons presenting
the award. Also in attendance were Mrs. Terwilliger’s
daughter Lynn Ellen; son
John; and grandson Ryan
Terwilliger, all 		
showing their support.
From left to right: Mrs. T’s son John, Amanda and grandson Ryan Terwilliger,

W

Mrs. T’s daughter Lynn Ellen

Ane’s Story
For over 30 years Ane Carla Rovetta has been leading hikes and overnight
nature trips, telling stories and teaching workshops across the Bay Area and
beyond. Her enthusiasm for sharing her natural history knowledge is
contagious, inspiring countless students and outdoor educators. A wellknown storyteller, her lively portraits of our local wildlife embody the spirit
of local species and teach lessons about their place in the natural world. Ane
Carla leads a life close to the earth, and helps people connect with nature
by using plants and
natural resources to
make useful items
for daily life. Ane
Carla co-taught with
Mrs. Terwilliger on
several occasions, and
many of the teaching methods she uses
today follow Mrs.
T’s verbal, visual and
tactile approaches to Ane Carla Rovetta receives her award from Susanne Lyons and Karen Wilson (far right)
environmental education.
summer 2015

Top left to bottom right: Assistant Director of Animal Care Paulette Smith-Ruiz and Wildlife Technician Julianna Joe cleaning the wounds of a raccoon, Photo by Anne Barker & Stephen Shaw; Opossum in pouch, Photo by Kate Lynch; Blonde Squirrel,
Photo by Melanie Piazza; Fledgling Robins, Photo by Kate Lynch; Raccoons, Photo by Shelly Ross; Post-Surgery Western Pond Turtle, Photo by Nat Smith; Dusky-footed Woodrat, Photo by Kate Lynch; Skunk, Photo by Shelly Ross; Mallard duckling, Photo
WildCare archives; Hummingbirds in nest, Photo by Marie-Noelle Marquis
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I the science of wildlife I

study results: 86% of bay
area wildlife exposed to
anticoagulant rodenticides
Baby Barn Owl , Photo by Melanie Piazza

by Kelle Kacmarcik, Director of Wildlife Solutions & Advocacy

A

s most of our readers know, anticoagulant rodenticides (rat poisons)
present a significant danger to wildlife. Hawks, owls or other predators
that eat a poisoned rat or mouse become poisoned themselves. This is
known as secondary exposure.

the study
Although we’ve been testing our
patients for exposure to rodenticides
since 2006, from July 2013 through
June 2014, WildCare formed a
partnership with the California EPA
Department of Pesticide Regulations,
UC Davis and California’s Department
of Fish and Wildlife to collect data on
the prevalence of anticoagulant rodenticides in Bay Area wildlife. Ninety-five
expired or euthanized patients of ten
different species were submitted this
passed year, for necropsy and anticoagulant testing.
Every anticoagulant rodenticide has a
different toxicological profile for each
species. While rodenticides can harm
any species, some are more adversely

affected by these toxins, even at low
levels.
Because urban wildlife shares our habitat, determining their level of exposure
to anticoagulant rodenticides is important to gain a comprehensive picture of
the many ways in which these highly
toxic poisons are affecting our wildlife
and environment.

by cat or other predator, etc.) may
induce life-threatening hemorrhage or
bleeding. Sublethal exposure may also
weaken their immune systems and otherwise compromise nontarget animals
(rodents are usually the target animals).

how rodenticides work

the results

When an animal carries a cumulative
load of anticoagulant rodenticides,
normal blood clotting function is
decreased, and injuries sustained from
everyday traumas experienced from living among us (hit by car, shot, caught

Something that is important to note for
context, animals who expired or were
euthanized due to the extent of their
injures were sent to the lab regardless
of the signs witnessed while they were
in our Wildlife Hospital. The results are
expressed in the charts below:

Rodenticide Research Study Results:
Exposure & Death from Anticoagulant Rodenticide Poisoning
Numbers of animals tested
2006-2014: 305
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Test Results:

93% of mammals tested positive

67% of corvids tested positive
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Kelle Kacmarcik presenting at National Wildife Rehabilitators Association,
Photo by Melanie Piazza

Test Results: 68% of raptors tested positive

As our research demonstrates, consumers are widely uninformed about the
potential dangers of using anticoagulant rodenticides.
A study in 2011 by Morzillo & Mertig
titled “Urban Resident Attitudes Toward
Rodents, Rodent Control Products, and
Environmental Effects,” revealed that
only 10% of residents who used rodenticides were aware of the potential
effects on nontarget animals. Only 42%
knew rodenticides might affect wildlife.

the impact

phase 2

Thanks to this study’s convincing results, new regulations are now in place
to prevent the usage of second generation anticoagulant rodenticides to retail
consumers. California implemented the
policy in July of 2014 and as of March
2015, similar changes take effect at the
Federal level as well. After just a few
months, we are already seeing a positive impact.

In part to measure the effectiveness
and reduced impact due to regulatory
changes, WildCare has begun a Phase
Two Research Study. We expect to see a
reduction in wildlife exposed to second
generation anticoagulant rodenticides,
but an increase in wildlife exposed to
first generation anticoagulant rodenticides and to the neurotoxin Bromethalin, which has no antidote. Stay tuned
for more updates.

Calling All Marin County Dog & Cat Guardians
WildCare is teaming up with Marin County veterinarians and pet guardians to

screen domestic dogs and cats for exposure to anticoagulant rodenticides and to
better understand the extent to which this toxic burden affects our companions.
Wild animals are not the only ones impacted!
Even though we may not be using rat poison on our own property,
our domestic animals are still at risk.

Your participation is free!
Ask your veterinarian to draw a small sample of your pet’s blood as part of a
routine blood draw. There is no extra cost to you or the clinic. The sample will
be sent to a specialized laboratory to be screened for rodenticide exposure.
Test results will be included in WildCare’s study with the CA EPA
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR)
Sign up at www.wildcarebayarea.org/study
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I development news I

$1 million challenge grant to wildcare
to help build new facility
by Mecca Billings Nelson

the challenge
Under the terms of the challenge,
WildCare must raise at least $2 million
in new gifts and pledges for the capital
campaign by December 31, 2015 in
order to receive the $1 million grant
from the Bently Foundation.
The Bently Foundation’s challenge grant
brings the total amount WildCare has
raised for its capital campaign to $4
million, which is 50% of its goal!
The challenge grant is the largest grant
the San Francisco-based Bently Foundation has ever made, and, if WildCare
meets the conditions of the challenge, it
will be the single largest gift WildCare
has ever received!

making it possible
Approximately 4,000 patients come
through our hospital every year,
rapidly outpacing our capacity,
particularly during baby season when
we care for hundreds of wild babies.
The new location and state-of-the-art
facility will make our urgent need for

expansion possible.
The existing buildings on
the new property will be
renovated, and a larger hospital for wildlife patients will be
constructed.
Classrooms and exhibit space
will provide better quality and
designated space for WildCare’s renowned Terwilliger
Nature Education programs,
which currently serve more
than 30,000 schoolchildren
and families annually.
The Wildlife Ambassadors,
WildCare’s non-releasable
resident animals that provide
unique “nose-to-beak” education for visitors, will enjoy
larger and more naturalized
enclosures.
The new facility will also
allow for on-site medical care of larger
animals, such as fawns, coyotes and
raptors, and the overall visitor experience will be enhanced with additional
meeting and exhibit space in a landscape of native Northern California
flora.

Photo by Alison Hermance

W

ildCare is pleased to
announce that the Bently
Foundation of San Francisco has awarded a challenge grant in
the amount of $1 million to help fund
WildCare’s $8 million expansion at
its future home at Silveira Ranch near
McInnis Park.

ing it a unique destination for learning
how we can all live well with wildlife.
To learn more about WildCare or to
donate to help reach the challenge
grant goal, please visit
www.wildcarebayarea.org/challenge
or call (415) 453-1000 ext. 22

better care for wildlife
With the generous partnership of the
Bently Foundation, WildCare’s new
facility will greatly improve the quality,
reach and impact of its services, mak-

Photos by Ed Dong
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I donor salute I

The Bently Foundation,
San Francisco, CA

F

ounded by Bay Area
Entrepreneur Chris Bently, the
Bently Foundation promotes
creativity, sustainability and animal
rights by supporting organizations and
individuals whose efforts align with the
foundation’s core values.
“The stars aligned for WildCare’s future
home once again when we met the
Bently Foundation last year!”
says Karen Wilson, Executive
Director of WildCare. “Wildlife and
environmental organizations receive
the smallest portion of philanthropic
dollars nationally, so we are thrilled
that the Bently Foundation’s grantmaking focus includes wildlife and
environmental causes. We were
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honored to be the
first grantee of the
Foundation when
it launched in
2014, and we are
overwhelmed with
gratitude to the
Bently Foundation
for its new $1 million challenge grant
to our capital campaign.”
WildCare Board President Susanne
Lyons says, “This incredibly generous
challenge grant brings WildCare to
critical mass on our capital campaign,
and will inspire additional gifts to
ensure the success of this project.”

As WildCare works to raise the funds
to meet the terms of the challenge
grant, it extends overwhelming gratitude to all of the trustees of the Bently
Foundation, especially to Camille
Crowder and Chris Bently for taking
this leap of faith and caring wildly for
WildCare!
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DONATE TODAY!

AND HELP FEED OUR HUNGRIEST PATIENTS.

Each tiny orphaned baby bird in WildCare’s Wildlife
Hospital must be fed at least 15 times per day.
15 nutritious meals for one bird cost $5 per day.
Won’t you help WildCare feed our tiniest and hungriest
patients?
Donate $5 for 15 today!

To make a donation, go to:
wildecarebayarea.org/5for15

Baby robins, Photo by Alison Hermance
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EW wildcare heroes

This new section celebrates budding young philanthropists who have
made extraordinary contributions to WildCare in their own creative
ways! These young people inspire us with their compassion for wildlife
and their desire to help WildCare continue to make a difference!

Photo courtesy of Andrea Ferrance

		
Aksel’s fundraiser
Six-year-old Aksel Ferrance is an avid WildCare
supporter. When he was asked to come up with a
“community engagement project to make the world a
better place,” Aksel decided to dedicate his project to
support WildCare’s efforts by selling chocolate covered strawberries. With the support of his family,
including his twin sister Vida, Aksel set up a stand
at Mission Pass in Terra Linda, inviting hikers,
walkers and cyclists to take a pause and enjoy a
delicious snack for a good cause. The fundraising
went really well he says, and he raised $76 for
WildCare! Way to go Aksel and thank you for
your generous gift!

Grace & Sophia’s ongoing commitment
Photo by Alison Hermance

Grace and Sophia Stewart originally joined
WildCare as part of the “Young Adult
Community Service” volunteer opportunity. Although the initial commitment
was for 10 weeks, the sisters decided to
continue well past that. It’s been over a
year now, and the Friday afternoon shift is
proud to count them as valued members of
their team. In addition to their time
volunteering at WildCare, Grace and
Sophia have found other creative ways to
show their support. They recently ran a half marathon, raising a total of $250,
and organized a bake sale where they raised $300! They donated all the proceeds to WildCare. A huge thank you for your constant support, ladies!

Georgia’s letter
Photo courtesy of Land Wilson
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At 10 years old, Georgia Wilson is already taking steps toward making her community safer
for wildlife. After noticing a sudden decline in
the owl population around her neighborhood,
Georgia wanted to find out the cause behind
it. She set out to find some answers, doing her
own research, including talking to informed
grown ups in the field, and realized there was
something she could do to bring the owls back.
There was something ALL of us could do. And
so she wrote this letter asking her community
to stop the use of harmful rodenticides, and
placed it in every mailbox in the neighborhood.
But she didn’t stop there! Georgia also posted
her letter on Pinterest, Nextdoor, Inc., shared
it with her school’s “Green Team,” asking for
their support, and even had it published in
her neighborhood newsletter! We were all so
inspired when we received her letter. Great
job Georgia! The owls thank you!
w.wildcarebayarea.org
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Photo by Marie-Noelle Marquis

N

I volunteer spotlight I

Recently retired, Steve Morreale
was an employee of Levi Strauss &
Co. for over 21 years. He spent the
first 17 years at Levi’s in Product
Development and Sourcing and
Supply Planning, which gave him a
lifetime of global travel. During his
last four years with Levi’s, Steve had
been the Business Lead on two IT/
Solution implementation projects.
Steve became familiar with WildCare
as a result of living in the nearby
neighborhood of Gerstle Park. He
loved WildCare’s work, and initially
chose to support the organization
with a matching grant from Levi’s.
At the end of 2011, Steve returned
to the US from a year’s stay in
Brussels, Belgium. Upon his return,
he decided to get more involved
with helping wildlife, and attended
WildCare’s hospital and nature guide
volunteer orientations and trainings.
WildCare’s mission “fosters such a
strong commitment to the treatment
and care of wild animals which is
very compelling for me,” says Steve.
Steve now leads his teams of
volunteers on two hospital shifts and
also takes schoolchildren on nature
hikes at China Camp State Park.
The commitments are very different;
they allow him to see more than one
aspect of WildCare.
We ask Steve what he likes most
about his work as a Nature Guide?
“The opportunity to open a further
awareness to nature and our local
wildlife to children,” he says.
ww.wildcarebayarea.org wildcare 99
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10 wildcare 415.453.1000

annual report 2015

Dear Friends,
I have an owl box on my
property, and while it has not
yet been inhabited by barn owls,
this year I have had the pleasure
of watching a family of baby
squirrels grow up in the box.
They are now about 10 weeks old, just beginning
to explore outside the box, and running up and
down their redwood tree. It is a reminder of how
adaptive nature is! Baby season has moved into full
swing at WildCare as offspring of many species get
second chances at our facility.
It has been a busy year for us. In addition to
continuing all our wonderful nature education and
wildlife hospital activities, we have been working
hard to make our new facility a reality.
We have raised over half of our $8 million capital
campaign goal, and are well along the way to
finalizing our building plans. We also received our
largest donation ever from the Bently Foundation;
a $1 million challenge grant that will inspire
others to donate to the campaign! We received our
conditional use permit from Marin County, and are
closing in on permits from the City of San Rafael
as well. The public phase of our capital campaign
will begin this summer, and will help us reach the
final fundraising goal! It is our hope to begin our
construction by the end of 2015, and we hope to
be moved in by the end of next year!
WildCare’s nature education programs, classroom
visits, Family Adventures/Aventuras Familiares,
and courtyard demonstrations with our Wildlife
Ambassadors all help to ensure that future
generations are growing up loving and respecting
nature, and are learning to live well with wildlife.
On behalf of the WildCare Board of Directors,
we thank our generous supporters and donors,
along with our staff and wonderful volunteers, for
everyone’s support of WildCare and the important
work we do!
Susanne Lyons, President of the Board of Directors
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Sabrina Dolan
Heidi Ellis
Joe Fox
Heather Gamberg
Vanessa Glidden****
Cecily Hunter*
Juliana Joe*
Heidi Law
Casie Lee
Stephanie Lo
Bob Lundstrom*
Kate Lynch*
Tracy Manheim**
Christine Margle**
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Melanie Piazza**
Manuela Piha*
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Gail MacMillan*
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Stephen Shaw**
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years of service
* 5-9

** 10-14
***15-19
**** 20-25
***** 26-30

Camille Altmann
Maria Amaya
Megan Arauzo
Anne Ardillo****
Caroline Aubrey
Julie Austin
Deb Babe*
Jerilyn Baumbaugh
Natalia Binnewies
Andre Borgman*
Gregg Cady
Jennifer Chinlund
Carolyn Colasanti
Martha Conway
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Christine Culver
Sandra D’Angelo
Connor Darigo
Jenna Deibel
Sidny Dyal
John Earheart
John Elsbree
Amy Faulkner
Darci Feigel
Bob Flynn*
Cynthia Folkmann***
Joy Graustark
Susan Gray
Kate Grzeca
Michelle Guiral
Adrianne Gyurcsik
Genevieve Hancock
Collin Hilden
Emily Irish
Charlie Janson
Breen Jenkins
Allison Keyes
Abbey Kletz
Roo Knodel**
Katherine Koppe
Susan Kreibich
Meredith Kremer
Janice Lejarza
Andrew Levit
Allison Lingua
Kristin Little

Trinka Marris**
Jack Marshall*
Sarah McArthur
LeValley
Jordyn McCord
Susan McCutchan
Anastasia Meadors
Sarah Miller
Carole Morrell
Vivian Olsen
David Ortez
Amy Parsley
Mary Pounder***
Emily PounderDunbar**
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Vennie Yancy
Ellen Yandell
Joan You
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1 - 49 hours
155 Volunteers

VETERINARIANS
Dr. Ken Bacon, DVM**
Dr. Rebecca Duerr, DVM, MPVM, Ph.D
Dr. James Farese, DVM, DACVS
Dr.Lynne Lankes, DVM
Dr. Melinda Lommer, DVM, Dipl. AVDC
Dr. Debra Scheenstra, DVM
Dr. Rebecca Burwell, DVM, DACVO

INTERNS

Alexa Boesel
Noam Mendelson
Heidi Ellis
Katherine Coppe
Casie Lee
Stephanie Lo
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Individual Donors

More than 4,000 individual donors supported WildCare
with gifts in 2014.
While space will not allow us to list the name of every
individual donor, we have listed the names of the individuals that made gifts of $500 or more on our website at:
www.wildcarebayarea.org/donors

A sincere thank you to all of you who supported
our work in 2014!

The following donors have made lifetime gifts to
WildCare totaling at least $100,000
$1,000,000+

Marin Community Foundation

$500,000-$999,999

The Cathleen Collins Trust
Thelma Doelger Trust for
Animals
Elaine Erlanger
Susanne & Jeffrey Lyons
Estate of Lucile Traeger

$250,000 - $499,999

Anonymous (3)
William H. Donner Foundation,
Inc.
Estate of Vivian T. Trost
Lorraine E. Cantor
Maureen Groper
Glenn & Virginia Haldan
The Kimball Foundation
Maisin Foundation
Waltraut Luise Singer
Zankel Family

$100,000 - $249,999

Anonymous (3)
Julie Allecta
Elinor Patterson Baker Trust
Bently Foundation
Estate of Louise E. Briston
Linda Cheng
Winifred Johnson Clive
Foundation
Valerie Cummings
DMARLOU Foundation
Fullerton Family Foundation
Susan Gray
Emily Vickie Hughes
Marin County-Office of
Administration		
Marie Maurer
Thomas & Marianne O'Connell
Estate of Patricia Petrocelli
Estate of Edith Riccomini
George H. Sandy Foundation
Woodlawn Foundation
Xerox Foundation
Estate of Eva Agnes Zuber

FOUNDATION DONORS
$100,000+
Anonymous
Bently Foundation
Thelma Doelger Trust for Animals
The Kimball Foundation

$25,000 - $99,999
Alexander M. & June L. Maisin
Foundation
Marin Community Foundation
Joseph & Vera Long Foundation
Winifred Johnson Clive
Foundation
Woodlawn Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Wells Fargo Foundation
AHS Foundation

Laurel Foundation
The Sato Foundation

Up to $9,999
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
The Schultz Foundation
The Diffenbaugh Foundation
Brownrigg Charitable Trust
Nasaw Family Foundation
Marin County Fish & Wildlife
Commission
Levi Strauss Foundation
S H Cowell Foundation
Save the Redwoods League
George Lucas Family Foundation
Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund
Pearce Family Fund
Sankaku, Inc
Seven Springs Foundation
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS
$250,000+

Up to $9,999

Anonymous (1)
Thelma Doelger Trust for Animals
Maureen Groper
The Kimball Foundation
Susanne & Jeffrey Lyons
Zankel Family

Anonymous (1)
Valerie Anton
Robert & Jeanne Atkinson
William Barnaby
Margaret Bluth
Shirley Bogardus
Stockton Buck
Susan Burrell & Donald Kerson
Kay & Keith Smith
Joanne Chan & James Kramer
James Cox & Adrienne Rappaport
Melissa & Andrew Felder
Dianne Fruin
James Grant
Glenn & Virginia Haldan
Gerald & Madelon Halpern
Valerie Hetherington
Margaret & Reese Jones
Nancy Knight
Bert & Susan Koegl
Melanie Martinez Adayan
Edward McKee & Martha Hagler
Dixie Monkhouse
Jean Morawski
Carol Patterson & Margaret Van Camp
Tracy Sanborn
The Schultz Foundation
Frances & Roger Schwartz
RoNelda & Larry Simmons
Nancy G. Thomson
Kate Van Gytenbeek & Randall Bryett
Rosemary Wakeham
Carol Waxman
Susan West
Karen Wilson & Todd Tash

$50,000 - $249,999
Anonymous (2)
Julie Allecta
William H. Donner Foundation, Inc.
Bently Foundation
Linda Cheng
Fullerton Family Foundation
Joseph & Vera Long Foundation
Jennifer Maxwell

$10,000 - $49,999
Mary Bachman & William Downing
Paul & Ursula Davidson
Elaine & Wayne Friedman
Michelle & Robert Friend
Alison Fuller
John & Paula Gambs
Juliana & Alan Kaye
Thomas & Marianne O'Connell
Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation
Ellie Phipps Price & Chris Towt
Roger & LaRae Quy
Raymond Family Foundation
Laura Rockwell
Conn & Susan Rusche
Shirley Sichel
Julia Sze
Terri Tienken

2014 WildCare
Environmental Award
Celebration Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor
Northern Trust

Supporting Sponsors
PG&E
Union Bank

Sustaining Sponsor
American Ag Credit

Platinum Sponsors
Susanne & Jeff Lyons

Silver Sponsors

Katharine Herbert
Sharon Osberg
Susan & Conn Rusch

Bronze Sponsors

Maureen Groper
Julie & Steve Kimball
Cassandra Miller
Alexandra Morehouse &
Zach McReynolds
Karen Wilson & Todd Tash

LEGACY GIFTS

Estate of Charles MacDonald
Estate of Patricia Petrocelli
Estate of Linda Riedel
Estate of Vivian T. Trost
Estate of Dinah
and
George Tuma
Estate of Frances Jean Weigel

CORPORATE, GOVERNMENT & MATCHING GIFTS DONORS
$10,000+
County of Marin
California Department of Pesticide Regulation
Northern Trust
PG&E
Union Bank of California

$5,000 - $9,999
Marin Subaru "Share the Love" Campaign
Microsoft Corporation
PG&E Campaign for the Community

Up to $4,999
ACCO Engineered Systems
American Express Foundation
Farallone Pacific Insurance
Gerson Bakar Foundation

Up to $4,999 (cont’d)

Glaxo Smith Kline
Goldman, Sachs & Co Matching Gift Program
IBM Employee Services Center
KKR Financial LLC
Levi Strauss Foundation
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
Patagonia
Printfection.com
REI
S H Cowell Foundation
Salesforce.com Foundation
San Francisco Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Susie Tompkins Buell Foundation
TDC Group
The Williams Companies, Inc.
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WildCare gathered

28% increase in
advocacy issues we
pursued in 2014
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wildcare’s education programs for schools

D

o you know a Bay Area teacher? Help us spread the word! WildCare’s Terwilliger Nature Education Programs offer
teachers environmental education opportunities inspired by the legacy of Mrs. Terwilliger, teaching an appreciation of
nature and a respect for wildlife.
Our programs aim to strengthen environmental stewardship and responsibility in students, and our instructors are
always glad to incorporate the themes of the class curriculum into our programs whenever possible.
Scheduling for this upcoming school year begins August 1st and includes the following programs

Nature Van
Bring the wild into your classroom with a visit from
WildCare’s Nature Van, full of taxidermy, bones, biofacts and more! Have you ever touched a skunk’s fur
or a rattlesnake’s scales? This program gives students
an opportunity to be hands-on with animals that
they wouldn’t otherwise experience up close.
Photo by Tory Russell

Immerse your students in nature with our exciting
hikes led by WildCare’s Terwilliger Nature Guides.
Students will use their senses to examine animal
tracks, investigate scat and spot wildlife in order to
expand their knowledge and appreciation of local
flora and fauna. Innovative nature activities and
games are included along the way.

Center Tours

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Meet our menagerie of wild animal ambassadors in
an engaging guided tour. Visitors will meet the nonreleasable birds, reptiles and mammals housed in
WildCare’s museum and outdoor courtyard. Explore
each species, and how you can help to protect them
in the wild. Skulls and feathers demonstrate an
assortment of unbelievable animal adaptations.
Every tour includes a special animal encounter with
one of our Wildlife Ambassadors, and a chance to
explore our museum full of touchable taxidermy and
activities!

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Nature Hikes

Wildlife Ambassadors
There is nothing more memorable for
students than having LIVE wild animals visit your classroom! Each group
will have the opportunity to meet
three of WildCare’s rescued non-releasable wild animals during this unforgettable presentation. Whether you are
looking for an overview of California
wildlife, or a more specifically-themed
presentation focused on a particular
topic, this program is sure to please!

Go to www.wildcarebayarea.org/education to learn more about all of the programs we offer!

!
m
a Volunteer at WildCare!
te

in
o
J

r
u
o Volunteer Nature Guide Orientation August 1, 2015
“Teach children to love nature... people take care of what they love!” – Elizabeth Terwilliger

Learn the renowned multi-sensory teaching techniques of famed naturalist and environmentalist Elizabeth
Terwilliger, and share the beauty and wonder of nature with small groups (5-8) of elementary schoolchildren
by leading fun hikes full of exploration and adventure. WildCare’s Terwilliger Nature Guide training will
teach you all about the plants, animals, habitats and ecology of Northern California, and will give you the
opportunity to share that knowledge with eager children! All training is provided.

WildCare’s next Nature Guide orientation is

Saturday August 1, 2015, from 11am-12:30pm at WildCare in San Rafael.

Sign up online today!

http://www.wildcarebayarea.org/Volunteer_NatureGuides
15 wildcare 415.453.1000
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patient gallery
“Animals are not just living things; they are beings with lives, unique individuals with
personality traits, an emotional profile and a library of knowledge built on experience.
What you are witnessing is not just biology… but a biography.” – Jonathan Balcombe

Rufous Hummingbird (#3512)

The quote above sums up the story
of this patient who came to WildCare
on April 16th. While our hearts are
broken that we were unable to save
this hummingbird, we share the story
to celebrate the amazingness of our
backyard wildlife. Can you see the
tiny metal federal ID band on her leg
in the photo? When we reported her
band number to the federal banding
lab, we learned that this hummingbird
had been banded on June 30, 2009 in
Chenega Bay, Alaska! This means that
not only had this bird made a 3,000
plus mile journey twice a year, she had
lived to be over 7 years old! The oldest
recorded wild hummingbird is 9 years
of age. While heartbroken she did not
survive, we feel honored to have been
the last stop in this hummingbird’s
life’s journey.

Varied Thrush (#3078)

This year, WildCare saw a drastic
increase in the number of Varied
Thrushes being hospitalized. One
reason for this is the drought we are
experiencing. Drought significantly
reduces the amount of natural food
available, forcing this migratory bird
to come closer to our homes and bird
feeders. Lacking urban experience,
they fall victim to unexpected windows that reflect sky and foliage, and
are also easy prey for cats. We received
more than 80 thrushes last winter,
compared to 21 in 2013. Patient #3078
is an example of these remarkable
birds. She came to us as the result of a
window strike, suffering from cervical
spine trauma, and was completely unable to hold her neck and head up. Our
birdroom staff created a neckbrace,
hoping that the bird could self-feed so
that staff did not have to undertake
the risky task of tube feeding such a
patient. Due to the high stress nature
of thrushes and the extent of this bird’s
injuries, we knew her best chance was
in foster care, where she could get 24hour care in a quiet environment with
a single, specially-trained caregiver.

16 wildcare 415.453.1000

After a month in home care she made
an amazing recovery and was released
in time to finish her migration!

Southern Alligator Lizard (#0507)

came to us in May after having been
spray painted blue. We don’t know
who did this or whether it was accidental or intentional, but we do know that
this lizard’s luck changed when three
children playing in their backyard
spotted him, knew that blue was not
his normal color, and brought him to
WildCare. Using a soy-based non-toxic
paint remover, staff worked at carefully
returning this lizard to his natural color. Being bathed, scrubbed and rinsed
is very stressful for a wild animal and
using chemicals, even “non-toxic” ones
can be dangerous. Staff worked in fast,
brief sessions, cleaning and rinsing
about a third of the lizard a day. After
three days of paint-removing sessions,
we were able to remove almost 100% of
the paint. With him back to his
normal color, we no longer had to be
concerned about his ability to camouflage, so he could safely be returned to
the wild. After a few days of rest and
feeding, and with the assistance of his
three young rescuers, the lizard was
released back to his habitat.

Photo by Melanie Piazza

Photo by Mellissa Bain

Photo by Julianna Joe

Northern Raccoon (#0009) came to Wild-

Care after being shot seven times with a pistol
crossbow. The finders called WildCare’s hotline incredibly distressed after discovering this
raccoon lying down and having seizures by a church
entrance in Oakland. Because he was suffering from
tremendous injuries and hardly able to move, they were
able to safely pick him up and rush him to WildCare’s
Wildlife Hospital. Upon his arrival, medical staff took
several radiographs that revealed five aluminum bolts
still embedded throughout his body. During more than
an hour of surgery, the darts were cautiously removed
and his wounds cleaned. Unfortunately, the strike to the skull (shown in the
picture and x-ray above) had impacted his brain tissues, and we were unable to
save his life. He was humanely euthanized. We see thousands of unintentionally injured patients every year, but cruelty cases are particularly difficult. The
Animal Legal Defense Federation (ALDF) featured this raccoon’s plight in their
publications, and is offering a reward of $5,000 for anyone with information
leading to the arrest of the person who visciously shot this raccoon.
Photos by Anne Barker & Stephen Shaw
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Bring out your inner scientist!

D

by Eileen Jones				

ozens of species of plants and
animals are disappearing every
day at a rate scientists now
estimate to be at 1,000 to 10,000 times
higher than the natural rate of extinction, listed at approximately one to five
species a year.
Bay Area residents have done a
tremendous job in preserving thousands of acres of open space and countless species, but despite our efforts,
much of our wildlife remains in peril.
However, there are lots of exciting
options each of us can do to help save
wildlife and habitats. One of these
options is taking part in a “Citizen
Science” project, which offers public
participation in scientific research.
Sounds ominous right? You’re probably thinking, “But I’m not an expert,
and I’m certainly not a scientist.” Don’t
worry. You don’t have to be a scientist,
an expert or even a citizen to collect
valuable data!
Conservationists and scientists are
doing amazing work to save wildlife
species and protect habitat, but the
reality is that most of these conservation efforts wouldn’t be happening
without the help of members of the
public like you.
No matter what level of participation
fits your lifestyle and interests, becoming a volunteer citizen scientist will
allow you to acquire new skills, learn
from experts, help save endangered
species and maintain biodiversity on
the planet.

Here are a few local projects in which
you can get involved and make a true
impact.

Organization: National Audubon Society – Christmas Bird Count
Species data collection: Birds
This is one of the very first citizen science
projects started 100 years ago when birders began cataloging birds in what is now
known as the Christmas Bird Count (CBC).
It is an early-winter bird census, where
thousands of volunteers across the US,
Canada and other countries in the Western
Hemisphere, go out over a 24-hour period
on one calendar day to count birds. Participants in the CBC make an enormous contribution to conservation efforts by providing
data, which is used to assess the health of
bird populations, and to help guide conservation action.

Photo by Jack Sutton

Website: audubon.org/content/join-christmas-bird-count

Organization: WildCare & Richardson Bay
Audubon – Youth Winter Bird Count
Species data collection: Birds
Each January, WildCare partners with Richardson
Bay Audubon Society to conduct a Youth Winter Bird
Count. This relaxed census is designed to involve
youth in citizen science, and to foster nature awareness
in families.
Photo WildCare Archives

Website: wildcarebayarea.org/ybc
richardsonbay.audubon.org/youth-winter-bird-count

Organization: Gulf of the Farallones – Beach Watch
Species data collection: Birds, marine mammals and oil pollution
Since 1993, volunteers with the Gulf of the Farallones Beach Watch have been
monitoring beaches. Volunteers “adopt” a section of beach and walk its length on
a bi-monthly basis, recording alive and dead species of birds and marine mammals. In addition they report signs of oil pollution and collect oil spill samples
when encountered. In 1996, the information gathered by Beach Watch helped
win a $7.7 million settlement after a spill in San Francisco Bay and the Gulf of
the Farallones, and a $9.9 million settlement in 1996 after an oil spill along the
central California coast.
Website: farallones.org/volunteer/beach_watch.htm

summer 2015

Photo courtesy of Christopher Kelley
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Organization: River Otter Ecology Project – Otter Spotter
Species data collection: River Otters
The River Otter Ecology Project based in Marin encourages the public to become
“Otter Spotters” by going to their website and documenting River Otter encounters. It only takes a few minutes, and the interactive map allows you to see where
River Otters have been spotted in the past. Pictures and videos are encouraged
for submittal. This real data collected by the public tells scientists how to prioritize which watersheds need preservation, and where and when the River Otters
move about in their territories.
Website: riverotterecology.org/otter-spotter-citizen-science-project

		
			
River Otters, Photo by Anthony Brewer

Organization: Golden Gate Raptor Observatory – Hawkwatch
Species data collection: Raptors
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Make a difference with your
smart phone or tablet!

Website: parksconservancy.org/programs/ggro

Other wonderful projects include:
Organization: Golden Gate National Recreation Area_Bioblitz at:
nationalgeographic.com/explorers/projects/bioblitz/public-registration/

Species data collection: Plants, animals, microbes, fungi and other organisms
Organization: Nature’s Notebook at: usanpn.org/natures_notebook
Species data collection: Plants and animals
Organization: Journey North at: journeynorth.org/monarch/
Species data collection: Monarch butterflies

Photo by Michel Marquis

There are dozens of apps that allow
you to photograph and submit your
findings while you are out enjoying
nature. iNaturalist is a fun and easy
one to use. Check out
inaturalist.org/ to download.

Golden Gate Raptor Observatory’s Hawkwatch program is bolstered by
volunteers who count raptors as they pass over the hills of the Marin
Headlands; Hawkwatch has been collecting this data for 29 years. Their
collected data has led to the removal of the Peregrine Falcon from the
endangered list, a success story that reveals the species came back from the brink
of extinction! Another interesting phenomenon discovered through their data is
“wrong-way migration,” where raptors such as Red-tailed and Cooper’s Hawks
migrate north in the early fall. California’s milder climate means that there are
food sources year round, and these hawks take advantage of this to put off their
southerly migration until November, while some don’t leave the state at all. These
discoveries have been important, and have affected how species of animals and
their habitats are managed.

18 wildcare 415.453.1000

summer 2015

I living with wildlife I

how to help wildlife this summer

check for nests or dens
#1 Always
		
before trimming your trees.
			

#4

If safe to do so, help mama
duck cross the road so she
can lead her babies to water.

#2

Keep your pets indoors
to protect fledglings.

#3

Build a ramp to help
ducklings out of your pool

#5

Don’t feed wildlife!
It prevents them from learning
natural foraging habits.

#6

Remember the drought!
Conserve water and use
drought-tolerant landscaping.

#7

What to do in the event of unusual nesting?
Almost every bird is protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 and
Fish and Wildlife regulations. This treaty protects all nests, eggs and birds from
being disturbed, displaced, relocated or destroyed during baby season. While
this may cause some inconveniences based on where the bird has decided to
build her nest, we encourage members of the public to try to accommodate the
situation as open heartedly as possible, knowing that the situation is temporary,
and that the birds will leave the nest within just a couple weeks. If co-existence
isn’t feasible, or you are facing a unique challenge, contact us for professional
assistance.

#8

Be patient and tolerant

Baby season doesn’t last forever. After a handful of weeks, the babies will have
matured enough to leave the den or nest with mom or on their own.
Our WildCare Solutions service can help you secure any point of entry to ensure
mom doesn’t return next baby season. Unless of course you want to continue to
provide her with a safe place to raise her young!
For any help and advice on how to cope with wildlife this season,
please call us seven days a week, 9am-5pm for support and solutions at
415.453-1000 ext 23
Artwork by Carlos Ubillus
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rescuer’s corner
W
NE W

elcome to rescuer’s corner! This new section highlights some of the remarkable members of the public
who find injured wildlife and go above and beyond to get them the care they need!

Every life deserves a chance
by Nat Smith, RVT

W

hen Kristen Smith discovered a
pigeon with a drooping wing
during her nightly facility security
rounds at American Steel Studios in
Oakland, she never expected it would
be the rescue adventure of a lifetime!
The pigeon was sitting calmly, unable
to fly away, and she knew she couldn’t
leave him there. She went home, got a
container and kept the pigeon warm,
dark and quiet overnight.

the journey to wildcare
The next day, she began to call around
to find both a ride (she doesn’t own a
vehicle) and a place to take the injured bird. The first wildlife facility she
called did not accept pigeons, but they
directed her to our friends at Palomacy
Pigeon and Dove rescue, who directed
her to us at WildCare, one of very few

Bay Area wildlife centers that accepts
and treats pigeons.
By the time she learned about WildCare, it was just a few hours away
from our closing time so she knew she
had to hurry. Unable to find a friend
to drive her, Kristen took a cab to the
transbay busline, took a bus from the
East Bay to the Central San Rafael Station, then took a second cab to WildCare, arriving just before closing! Kristen reports that she spent over $100
on transportation and met some great
folks along the way who were very supportive of her efforts when they found
out what was in the box.
Radiographs revealed that a fractured
ulna was the reason the bird couldn’t
fly. He would not have survived without Kristen’s help.

First in flight

W

contacting wildcare
On the morning of February 16th,
we received a call from Curtis. One of
the babies was hanging out of the nest
upside down by his foot. This sounded like a sad, but common scenario
where the stronger sibling pushes the
weaker one out. Fortunately, Curtis
was there. He tried to place the baby
back in the nest, but a few minutes

returing home
After a month in care, Pigeon #3349
was healed, flighted and ready to go
back home. On May 7, the healthy
bird was returned to Kristen’s work,
where she had the honor of releasing
him back to his home territory.
Kristin says she would do it all over
again. As her mom taught her, “It’s a
life. Every life deserves a chance.”
had moved into the make-shift nest
as well. We were amused at the news.
Mom’s nest looked much better than
ours, but it would seem kids always
prefer the newest toy!

by Marie-Noëlle Marquis
hile getting ready to take down
some outdoor holiday lights,
Curtis Fong discovered a hummingbird nest and two small eggs on top
of the light string. Knowing birds’
nests are protected, Curtis decided to
put the lights back up and give mom
a chance to raise her young safely.
The Fong family kept an eye on the
mother, watching her incubate her
eggs almost 24/7. Around midFebruary, the eggs hatched and two
tiny baby birds were born!

Kristen releases the pigeon she had rescued a month prior,
Photos by Nat Smith

heartfelt goodbyes
The sibblings in WildCare’s nest, Photo by Curtis Fong

later the little one was pushed out
again.

a brand new nest
WildCare’s staff decided to help
Curtis make a substitute nest, which
could be carefully secured next to
the original nest. A nest made from a
cut-up roll of toilet paper and cotton
balls was engineered by one of our
volunteers. It was nothing fancy, but it
would work. After some nerve-wracking attempts with mama hummingbird
buzzing close by, Curtis successfully
attached the nest. Mom came back to
feed the little one right away, which
was wonderful news! A couple of days
later, Curtis found the stronger sibling

The stronger sibling left at the end of
February, but the rescued baby hung
around a few days longer until she
finally was strong enough to fly away,
ready to explore the world. Curtis says
they miss her, and they will be leaving the lights up…maybe next year,
she will return to build a family of her
own.

The last picture taken of the rescued baby before she flew away.
Photo by Curtis Fong

If you find ill, injured or orphaned wildlife, please call our 24-hour Hotline at 415.456-SAVE (7283) for support.
Keep the animal safely contained, warm, dark and quiet. Do not offer any food or water until you speak with our experts.
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Leave a

LEGACY
for Wildlife

Photo by Whitney Bluestein

WildCare Legacy Gifts
You’d like to help build the long-term financial strength of WildCare, but feel you cannot make a
significant gift today?

Your solution may be a charitable bequest.
A bequest is a gift from your estate - a transfer of cash, securities, real estate or other assets
made through your estate plans. You can make a bequest by including WildCare in your will
or trust by leaving a portion of your estate, or by designating WildCare as a beneficiary of your
retirement account or life insurance policy.
The benefits of making a charitable bequest include:
• Controlling where to ultimately direct your hard earned dollars and assets
• Receiving an estate tax charitable deduction
• Lessening the burden of taxes on your family
• Leaving a lasting legacy of your love for wildlife
Including WildCare in your will or trust memorializes your lifelong commitment to wildlife and
nature education for years to come.
It’s easy to support WildCare tomorrow by making a bequest commitment today.
Please contact Jan Armstrong at 415-453-1000 ext. 13 for more information.
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I just for fun I

Artwork by David Latour
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I schedule of events I

summer/fall 2015
Sherri Oster

museum and
courtyard programs
Wildlife Ambassadors FREE

Pool Bird Feeding
daily at 10:30 & 4:30pm
Wildlife Ambassador Presentations
daily at 11am and 3pm

events

nature education programs

Call 415-453-1000 ext.12 to register.

Terwilliger Nature Guide Orientation*
August 1, 11am-12:30pm

Family Adventures/Aventuras
Familiares FREE

Living With Wildlife Photo Contest
Deadline for entry September 16, 2015

Nature Lovers Ball & WildCare
Environmental Award Celebration**
September 26, 2015, Sonoma

Saturday June 13, 10am-12:30pm:
Richardson Bay Audubon Center in Tiburon
Sunday July 19, 10am-12:30pm:
Marine Mammal Center & Rodeo Beach
Animal Neighbors, age 3 ½ -K
June 8-12, 9am - noon
Wild California, grades K-1
June 15-19, 9am - 3pm

Sami Kreling

Jack Sutton

Summer Camps *

Feathers, Fur & Scales, grades 1-2
June 22-25, 9am - 3pm
Into the Woods, grades 2-3
June 29-July 2, 9am - 3pm
Conservation Camp, grades 3-4
July 6-10, 9am - 3pm

Conservation Camp, grades 5-6
July 20-24, 9am - 3pm

Sheri Hartstein

Weird & Wonderful, grades 1-2
July 27-31, 9am - 3pm

summer 2015

Watery World of Wildlife, grades 2-3
August 3-7, 9am - 3pm
Growing up Wild, age 3 ½ -K
August 10-14, 9am - noon
Growing up Wild, age 3 ½ -K
August 10-14, 1pm - 4pm

*Pre-registration is required;
**

Marianne Hale

Animal Sense, grades K-1
July 13-17, 9am - 3pm

call 415-453-1000.
Check out wildcarebayarea.org
for more information.
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