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Dear Friends,

These are very exciting times! As I write this, WildCare 
is in contract to purchase 30 acres in the Santa Venetia 
neighborhood of San Rafael for our new home!

The site is perfect…oak woodland with seasonal streams 
running through…diverse wildlife and right now – great 
wildflowers! And it is readily accessible to students and 
adults – within one quarter mile of public transit. We 
envision a nature museum, on-site classrooms, and trails 
open to the community. Our Wildlife Ambassadors will 

have even larger, more natural, habitats to enrich their lives and our visitors’ 
experiences.

While it will take years to plan, design, fundraise and secure necessary approvals 
for our new facility, we will put the property to use as soon as possible to 
conduct our legendary Elizabeth Terwilliger-inspired environmental education 
programs, including on-site field trips and camps. We will be able to provide 
recovering wildlife with larger, quieter enclosures to build strength before release. 

Many of you are aware that we have been looking for a new home since 
WildCare’s board approved its five-year strategic plan in August of 2008. The 
plan states “WildCare is at a critical point in its development. This organization 
must continue to increase – substantially – its visibility and revenue to 
accomplish its long-term strategic goals.” Finding and funding a new, upgraded 
and expanded facility is an integral part of this plan. I am so proud of all of the 
WildCare family – volunteers, staff, board, donors, partners and friends – who 
have patiently supported this dream, and have contributed to make it a reality.

We are not quite ready to pop the champagne cork; the current contract 
(escrow) period on the property provides us with the time needed to conduct 
studies and review data to ensure that there are no unforeseen problems. 
During this time, we are challenged to raise the significant funds to complete 
the purchase of the land. At the writing of this letter we still need to raise $1.6 
million to secure the property. I welcome your contributions – whether they are 
your personal donations or ideas of where to acquire funding. Please contact me 
to discuss your thoughts and ideas.

With our goal of helping people live well with wildlife, the relationship between 
WildCare’s new home and the community it serves is extremely important. 
Please know that we will do our best to keep you informed and engaged as we 
move through this challenging process. 

This newsletter is filled with interesting and educational stories about the 
important work we do. Just think what we can do once we have the perfect 
place in which to do it!

Sincerely,

Karen J. Wilson
Executive Director 

Catch the 
Wild Action!
Sign up for WildCare’s FREE monthly  
eNewsletter at www.wildcarebayarea.org.

Follow WildCare on 
Facebook and Twitter! Visit 
our Living with Wildlife blog 

at marinij.com
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welcome sonora!
An Audubon’s Cottontail came to 

WildCare last June from Napa Wild-
life Center. The young adult had been 
found on their doorstep one morning. 
She was calm and friendly, and they 
guessed she had been habituated to 
people by whomever had left her. 

At WildCare, she was a wonderful 
surrogate for some orphaned babies, 
but all attempts to encourage her back 
to wildness failed. Then an old injury 
was discovered – a fracture that had 
healed improperly. She has no pain 
from it, and moves with apparent com-
fort, but her lack of speed would have 
resulted in a very short life in the wild.

Audubon’s Cottontails are also 
called Desert Cottontails, and Sonora 
made her debut as WildCare’s new-
est Ambassador at WildCare’s Gala in 
February, where Julie Allecta made the 
winning bid for the honor of naming 
her. Julie gave her the entirely ap-
propriate name of Sonora. Come visit 
Sonora at WildCare in the enclosure 

she shares with another desert dweller, 
our Desert Tortoise, Mojave, and his 
water-loving pals Willow the Wood 
Duck and Wally the Gadwall.

terwilliger environmental award 
nominations now open
Do you know an outstanding environ-
mental educator in the Bay Area? Wild-
Care is seeking nominations for the 2011 
Terwilliger Environmental Award. The 
award honors those who follow in the 
adventurous and accomplished footsteps 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Terwilliger (Mrs. T) to 
share their passion and expertise with 
new generations. Deadline for submis-
sions is Friday June 10, 2011. Visit our 
website for more information or call 
415-453-1000 x17 or email juancarlos@
wildcarebayarea.org.

give us your best shot!
Grab your camera and get outdoors to 
capture some wildlife the environmen-
tally-friendly way! Then enter WildCare’s 
fifth annual Living with Wildlife Photo 
Contest. The prize for the Best in Show 
photograph is $500 and inclusion of your 
image in WildCare’s newsletter.

Following the contest this fall, the top 
five photographs in each of four catego-
ries will be included in an exhibition. 

Deadline for entries is September 16, 
2011. For entry form and complete rules, 
visit our website (wildcarebayarea.org/
photocontest) . Questions? Email alison-
hermance@wildcarebayarea.org or call 
her at 415-453-1000 x24. 

christmas youth bird count 
On Saturday January 8, 2011 

WildCare, along with the Point Reyes 
Bird Observatory and Richardson Bay 
Audubon Society, hosted the First 
Annual Youth Christmas Bird Count in 
Marin County.

Third through eighth grade 
students and their families participated, 
providing aspiring young birders 
with an opportunity to work in small 
teams with experienced birders, while 
participating in real citizen science. 
Look for information about the 2012 
Youth Christmas Bird Count online and 
in our upcoming newsletters. 

I news & notes I

For people who enjoy all things 
avian, Wild Birds Unlimited is a 
must-see shop in the Vintage Oaks 
Shopping Center in Novato – and 
a great friend to WildCare! Owner 
Michael Gedney has stocked the shop 
with everything from binoculars and 
books to birthday cards and bluebird 
boxes (built by WildCare’s Hungry Owl 
Project). He displays our WildCare 
newsletter in the store to help us 
recuit volunteers and members, and 
even recently offered all WildCare 
volunteers a 10% discount. 

WildCare is proud to celebrate 
a business that offers more than 
just products. Wild Birds Unlimited 
stands behind its mission to bring 
people and nature together through 
its conservation fund, Pathways 
To Nature. All Wild Birds Unlimited 
stores donate a portion of their 
proceeds to this fund to support 
education, conservation and wildlife 
viewing projects at wildlife refuges, 
parks, sanctuaries and nature 
conservancies throughout North 
America.

While Wild Birds Unlimited 
operates multiple stores across 
the United States, and partners 
with national organizations like The 
Audubon Society and The National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, we 
are pleased to say that our local 
business supports local nature 
organizations like WildCare. 

Visit them online at www.wbu.
com. If you stop in the store, please 
say thanks from WildCare!

I local heroes I

news and notes 
continues on page 11
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living with lions
by Zara McDonald, Executive Director, Felidae Conservation Fund

For many people, it can be unsettling to realize that the beautiful 
wildlands we so enjoy around the Bay Area also serve as habitat for Mountain 
Lions (also called Pumas or Cougars). After all, the Mountain Lion is a fierce killer 
that can eat a human for dinner without a second thought, right? Well, not exactly.

it is a majestic animal that plays a 
critical role at the top of the food chain 
– the keystone species in our local 
ecosystems – and its presence in the 
habitat is essential for maintaining the 
health and balance of the wildlands we 
so enjoy.

tracking their paw prints 
The Bay Area Puma Project is the 

first long-term cooperative research, 
education and conservation program 
on Mountain Lions in the Bay Area. 
The effort originated as a partnership 
between ecology researchers at U.C. 
Santa Cruz and conservationists at 

WildCare Education Director Juan-Carlos Solis is a 
member of the Education Advisory Board for the Felidae 
Conservation Fund. As our population grows, humans and 

Mountain Lions will face increasing challenges in coexisting 
with one another. WildCare is proud to help disseminate 
information about these amazing cats.

 The last time someone was killed 
by a Mountain Lion in the Bay Area 
was over 100 years ago, and it wasn’t 
as a meal (a bite from a lion resulted in 
rabies). Mountain Lions are all around 
us – if we were on their menu, a lot 
more of us would be ending up as 
lunch.

A small group of conservationists 
and researchers in the Bay Area have 
launched a project dedicated to 
changing this perception of Mountain 
Lions, and they are working hard to 
get the word out that the Mountain 
Lion is far from being a frequent 
danger to humans. On the contrary, 

Felidae Conservation Fund, a Marin-
based nonprofit dedicated to advancing 
wild cat conservation around the globe.

We started this project because 
rapid human development in the 
region is threatening the very existence 
of healthy puma populations, and 
if we lose them, the health of our 
environment will go into decline. We 
urgently need to change this course, 
and find healthy ways for humans to 
coexist with pumas, and all wildlife.

Through the Puma Project, we have 
already fitted 21 cats with tracking 
collars in the Santa Cruz Mountains, 
including 4 puma kittens. We plan to 
expand the research into the East Bay 
in 2012 and the North Bay in 2014. 

One of the most pioneering 
aspects of the project is the addition 
of accelerometers (like those found in 
the latest video game controllers) to 
the high-tech GPS collars, giving the 
UCSC research team the ability to study 
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literally every footstep and behavior of 
these highly athletic animals. The data 
is providing unprecedented insights 
into the way Pumas interact with their 
environment, including the man made 
environment.

lose our fear; glimpse their world
The Puma Project also incorporates 

its research into public outreach 
programs. As we become more 
advanced in our research techniques, 
we need to tie the research back to 
strong community education and 
build public support for sustainable 
conservation. 

So what does all this mean for 
someone who loves exploring the 
wild spaces, but is feeling increasingly 
nervous about growing the numbers of 
reported puma sightings in the area? 

One thing to remember is that 
according to the California Department 

of Fish and Game, 85-90% of all puma 
sightings are mistaken. Add to that the 
statistic that you are 150 times more 
likely to be killed in a collision with a 
deer than to find yourself staring down 
a puma some six inches away, and you 
can start to see the concern in a more 
balanced perspective.

meeting face to face 
Still, there is some risk, and 

appropriate precautions are wise, such 
as avoiding hiking alone between 
dusk and dawn, never approaching 
an animal carcass, and keeping small 
children nearby and in front of you. 
And in the highly unlikely event that 
you encounter a puma, don’t run away. 
Stand your ground, act big, make 
noise, and fight if needed.

A complete listing of puma-
related tips are offered by the 
Felidae Conservation Fund at 

www.FelidaeFund.org, the CA 
Department of Fish and Game at www.
KeepMeWild.org/lion.html, and the 
Mountain Lion Foundation at www.
MountainLion.org.

And finally, my own experience 
coming face to face with a Mountain 
Lion in the Marin Headlands can 
provide some food for thought: 
Yes, I was terrified, but I also felt a 
compelling sense of awe and humility 
as I experienced this striking and 
powerful creature that rarely lets 
itself be seen by humans. After a few 
seconds, the Puma calmly walked 
away into the underbrush, leaving me 
transformed, and reeling from such an 
extraordinary gift. Within a few years, 
I formed Felidae and co-founded the 
Puma Project – both being, in some 
sense, my way of passing on that gift.

©2011 Felidae Conservation Fund
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Left: Two mountain lion cub siblings 
captured on infrared camera in Sonoma 
County   Photo courtesy of Michelle 
Friend

Below, left: Zara checking the tracking 
collar placed on Mimi by members of the 
Bay Area Puma Project field team  Photo 
by Kate Culpepper/National Geographic 
Television

Below, right: Zara with Paul Houghtaling 
and Brian Jansen monitoring a tranquil-
ized mountain lion   Photo by Michael 
Land/Felidae Conservation Fund
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Radio tracking of wild animals 
is a professional activity that 
requires special equipment, skills 
and licenses from the California 
Department of Fish and Game. A 
list of upcoming talks, as well as a 
new video game, can be found at 
Felidae’s website: www.Felidae-
Fund.org.



6   wildcare   415.453.1000 spring/summer 2011

one health
These are two small words that scientists are beginning to use to 

describe the related health of wildlife, agriculture, the environment and humans. 
One health: we are all connected. What affects our environment affects wildlife, 
often before it affects us. WildCare works to treat injured or orphaned wild 
animals while we educate people on ways to prevent doing damage. “One Health” 
is an exciting and hopeful concept that proves people are beginning to get the 
message. 

I living with wildlife I

case studies
Last fall, laboratory tests on two 

raccoons, thought to have distemper, 
revealed that they died as a result of 
rare brain tumors. Pathologists are now 
interested in what this might tell us 
about our environment. In February 
WildCare admitted yet another Gray 
Fox that died from eating poisoned 
rats. These sad cases make us wonder: 
might tests show environmental toxins 
and cancers to be related?

We treat the consequences of 
toxins in the food chain every day, 
but hospital treatment for poisoned 
animals is only valuable if we can 
return them to a healthy environment. 
For this reason, WildCare, like other 
scientists, environmentalists and 
wildlife specialists, is moving toward a 
centralized approach to the problems 
that affect us all – one health.

human and animal medicine
One health was the topic of a 

recent symposium for veterinary 
students at U.C. Davis. Dr. Barbara 
Natterson-Horowitz described her 
work at UCLA, where she teaches and 
practices as a cardiologist, and her 
experience at the L.A. Zoo treating 
animals with heart conditions. She 
presented an astonishing list of 
diseases to demonstrate that humans 
and animals are very much alike; 
they carry similar genetics and have 
tremendous overlap in their behavior, 
health and disease. For example, 
capture myopathy, an affliction of wild 
animals, has implications in human 
heart disease; “playing ‘possum” may 
be related to syncope (fainting) in 
humans, an attempt by the body to 
protect the heart or prevent predation. 

wildlife surveillance 

Our Wildlife Hospital puts 
WildCare at the forefront of wildlife 
disease awareness. While some 
organizations work in the field using 
scientific approaches such as radio 
tracking, banding and field testing, 
wildlife rehabilitators are in a unique 
position to contribute information 
to the pool of knowledge that is now 
being amassed by other scientists. 

Over the course of the next few 
years, WildCare staff will be building a 
database of our laboratory test results 
to study the prevalence of distemper 
in patients that died after showing 
symptoms that include lethargy, 
apparent tameness or central nervous 
system disorders.

We will also be compiling data 
on blood values in the raptors and 
carnivores that consume rodents as a 
primary food source. Animals that die 
from suspected secondary poisoning 
will be sent to the laboratory at U.C. 
Davis for complete tests. Over the 
course of the next several years, 
WildCare will begin routine testing 
of blood values to determine normal 
baseline values. The sad fact of these 
animals’ deaths may coincidentally help 
us clean up our environment.

people and wildlife
Because WildCare interacts 

with people outside of the scientific 
community as well as within it, we 
are also strategically positioned to 
help educate the public about the 
increased danger posed by relocation 
of nuisance wildlife, of using pesticides 
or of providing feeding stations where  
multiple animals can congregate. 

what can wildlife tell us?

It is estimated that raptors such as hawks 
and owls already carry a significant level of 
rodenticides in their blood. Blood tests can 
confirm the levels in the environment. Photo by 
Greg Wilson

Over the last year, routine laboratory tests 
WildCare has ordered for suspected distem-
per cases have revealed them to be rare brain 
tumors and unusual bacterial or viral infec-
tions. Photo by Alison Hermance
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Capture myopathy, in which restraint and 
fear cause chemical responses in muscle, is 
common in deer and rabbits. Its cause may 
have implications for human cardiomyopathy. 
Photo by Trish Carney

The Deepwater Horizon spill was a classic 
example of one health, involving the environ-
ment, people’s livelihood and innumerable 
animals. Photo by Arlene Davis
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Dear Friends,

In late April of 2010, I was flying on a trip to Florida and 
as I gazed down at the ocean below, I realized that I was 
directly above the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. There were 
still fires burning, and the oil had already worked its way into 
the many tiny tributaries, low-lying marshes and islands that 

dot the Louisiana coastline. From the air, one could only guess at the potential for 
environmental devastation below.

One of Wildcare’s finest contributions this past year was to lend its assistance 
in the wake of that terrible spill. Wildcare sent six volunteers, who had already been 
trained in the cleaning and care of oiled wildfowl during the Bay Area’s Cosco Busan 
spill in 2007 and afterward. While we will never know how many birds, turtles and other 
creatures were killed in the spill, we do know that a remarkably high percentage of oiled 
birds and beasts that made it to the care of trained professionals survived, and were 
released back into the wild.

Most wildlife episodes in which WildCare participates are not so dramatic or 
widespread. We care for creatures one bird or animal at a time, their encounters with 
humans ranging from cars, to rodenticides, to power lines and patio windows. Over 
3,500 birds and animals were cared for in 2010 in our wildlife hospital, thanks to the 
swift action of citizens who cared enough to bring them in, trained volunteers and staff 
who knew how to provide care, and the ever increasing awareness of our services 
through our education programs, hotline and community outreach.

WildCare’s nature education programs, classroom visits, bilingual Family 
Adventures, and courtyard demonstrations with our Wildlife Ambassadors all helped 
to ensure that future generations are growing up to love and respect nature, and are 
learning to live well with wildlife.

2010 continued to be a challenging year financially 
for nonprofits, but in spite of the continued weakness 
in the economy, WildCare was able to operate in the 
black, through the generous contributions of donors and 
members, and through excellent expense management 
by WildCare’s leadership and staff. Our 2010 Gala was the 
most successful to date, and we were also fortunate to 
be the beneficiaries of a number of bequests. (For more 
information on how to remember WildCare in your estate 
planning, please visit our website at www.wildcarebayarea.
org or call 415-453-1000 x22).

We embark upon 2011 with high expectations and 
an ambitious vision for the future of our organization. With 
the glimpses of an improving economy, we have been 
exploring potential properties in the hopes of finding a new 
home for WildCare. We have badly outgrown our current 
facility, which is on less than an acre, and which finds our 
hospital, museum/classroom, and offices badly cramped. 
In the next five years we hope to construct a new facility 
that will offer more interactive exhibits, and allow our 
visitors to get a closer glimpse of the medical care we 
offer. We expect to increase our classroom and camp 
capacity. We plan to have nature trails and educational 
exhibits, along with a new museum that will allow children 
to connect more closely with the natural world around 
them. You’ll be hearing much more about our work to 
create a new home for WildCare as our plans proceed.

On behalf of the WildCare Board of Directors, we 
thank our generous supporters and donors, along with our 
staff and wonderful volunteers for everyone’s support of 
WildCare and the important work we do!

Susanne Lyons 
President of the Board of Directors

nature education
In 2010, 39,458 people from nine Bay Area 
counties experienced WildCare’s Terwilliger 
Nature Education programs.

no child left indoors
20,946 children were served 
through the following programs, 
including 5,200 school children 
from socio-economically under-
served families.

terwilliger nature van
53 schools
273 presentations
5,109 children engaged

terwilliger field trips
42 schools
89 field trips
2,228 children participated

terwilliger nature 
camps

16 camp sessions
248 children engaged

terwilliger nature kits
25 schools
120 kits
5,475 kit experiences

junior botanists
273 participants
165 certificates awarded

one health

Special Events

In-Kind Donations

Grants

Earned Income

Membership/Donations

Administration

Development

Education Protrams*

Wildlife Services*

Events/Other Income

In-Kind donations*

Grants

Earned Income

Membership/Donations

Wildlife Services*

Administration

Development

Education Programs*

2010 INCOME SOURCES

2010 EXPENSES

*Includes volunteer hours

22%

33%
14%

45%

8%

18%

7%

7%

54%

14%

26%

15%

5%

54%

Note: Figures are unaudited at time of printing. 
A complete audited financial statement will be 
available in May, 2011.

22%

33%
14%

45%

8%

Photos (from top) by 
Pamela Ball, Arlene 
Davis, Wendy Dreskin, 
Marge Gibbs

special programs
Center tours, courtyard events 

48 programs
1083 children and adults 
participated

family adventures/
aventuras familiares

12 programs
475 family members

adult volunteer 
hospital classes

25 classes
147 volunteers trained

student volunteer 
program

 37 teen participants

 WildCare visitors
17,155 courtyard and 
museum visitors

2,073 wildlife rescuers

wildlife ambassador 
programs

1,057 presentations
6,163 individuals involved
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Maud-Alison Long 
George Lucas, Lucasfilm Ltd.
Margareta and Robert Luff
Michael and Annie Manfredi
Tracy and William Manheim
James and Jenny McCrank
James McCurdy
Charles McGlashan and Carol 

Misseldine
Christina McKinley
Mill Valley Market
Mary Lou Miller and William 

Thielen
Deb Moskowitz

Tara Mueller
Joe and Gizelda Nation
Soo-Hi and Alan Nayer
Sheila Nielsen
Mark and Jennifer Numainville
Mary O’Brien and Georgia Heid
Nancy Ober Alward
Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company 
Eileen and Phillips Perkins
Ann and David Peterson
Pickwick Fund
Gail Preble
Nagaraja Rao
Rickey’s Restaurant
The Jean Rieke and Patrick 

Maguire Family Charitable 
Foundation

Richard and Nancy Robbins
Julie and Narendra Rocherolle
Marcia Rodgers and Garrett 

Loube
Peter and Judith Sager
Andrea Salmi
Delanna and Ray Schneider
Susan and Michael Schwartz
Janet Sinnicks
Robert and Fran Smith
SolarCraft/SunPower
Margaret Spence
Spirit Rock Meditation Center
Gary and Cathy Spratling
Springcreek Foundation
Kara Swisher and Megan Smith
Roderick and Deborah 

Thompson
Will Toft
Monique and Jeffrey Tse
Elfriede and Doris Tucker
Lewis and Cynthia Wallach
William and Carollee Webber
Marion Weber
Sandra Weiss
Janet Willis
Leilani and Iain Wilson
Ben and Patricia Scott Winslow
Timothy Wu

$250 to $499
Mark Adams
Ramesh and Julian Allen
Frank Anderson
Dave and Chris Anderson
Rudolph Aquilina and Patricia 

Maes
Hal Arbit
Steve Arnold
Carlos and Toyoko Avila
Deb Babe
Bank of America Foundation
Chris Barnes and Catherine 

Jasan
Dr. Ernest Bates
Trina Baucom
Juline Beier
Bruce Bell
Deena and Jeff Bellman
Albert and Pamela Bendich
Rhonda Bennon and Martin 

Brown
Marita and Barry Beringer
Bernard Lewis Charitable 

Foundation
Alison Bers and August 

Kleinecke
Sigurd, Alexandra and Kipper 

Berven
Cindy Biehler
Janice and David Bishop
Anni and Henry Black
Steven Blackmon
Linda Blackwood
Bruce Bochte and Pamela 

Westfall Bochte
Sara Bochte and Seth Seavey
Camille Bosworth
Lorna Bourns
Maggie and Mitch Braff
Todd and Kirsten Brockman
Mike Brown
Stuart and Jean Brown
Carla Buchanan

financial support
In 2010, 4,104 individuals, businesses, 
corporations, associations and foundations 
provided funding to support WildCare.

Photos (from top) by 
Matt Powers, Norm 
Gershenz, Marge 
Gibbs, David Peterson, 
Anya Pamplona, Tynan 
Peterson, Lisa Owens-
Viani, Mary Pounder, 
Melanie Piazza
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Lisa Buettner
JoAnn Burchfiel Brand and Gary 

Brand
Jean Burns
Susan Burrell and Donald 

Kerson
Linda Campbell
Kay and Keith Smith
Francine Castner andThomas 

Blower
Cerro Pampa
Edward and Janis Cherry
Gary Cohen
Cayla and Jerry Coleman
Ransom and Glena Coleman
Deborah Coletta
Karen and Robert Coman
Patricia Compton
Emily Cookson
Brian Cooley
Janet Corah
Lauri Corrigan
Ruth Lynn Craig
Bena Currin
Diana and Ronald Davis
Donna DeDiemar and 

Christopher Hamilton
Bonnie DeMaestri
Carolyn Diffenbaugh
Carol Donohoe
Lisa Doran Schnitzer
Robert and Linda Dunn
Lydia and William Edison
Robert Felton
Cathy Fishburn
Pat Fitzpatrick
David Fredrickson
Freeman Vineyard & Winery
Lynn Fuller and  

William Bivins, Jr.
Alison Fuller
Suzanne and Joseph Geary
Gary Giacomini
Penni Gladstone and Peter 

Graumann
Anne and Thomas Ryan
Janice Gonsalves
Sandra and Paul Gordon
Peter and Kristin Gordon
Steven and Mary Gorski
Howdy Goudey
Rosaline and Rod Gould
Caroline and Anthony Grant
Jay and Christine Grenfell
Harriet Guberman
Donna and Kevin Guran
Manuel Guzman
Anthony and Patricia Guzzardo
Francis Halperin and Eric Christ
Marcella and Ken Hauser
Bequest of Gail Henning
Karl and Georgyn Hittelman
Honig Winery
Marcel and Liora Houtzager
IBM International Foundation
Linda, Terry and Joshua Inscoe
Iron Springs Pub & Brewery
Irwin-Wells Associates
Judith Jacobs and Phillip Morris
Margaret and Phillip Jaret
Jennifer and Daniel Jerde
David and Lynn Jesus
Robert Kaliski and Linda Nelson
Raymond Kaliski
Chris and Heidi Kane
Mary Kass
Keith and Claudia Kennedy
Janet and Damon Kerby
Winona Kinghorn
Greg Korelich
Russell Krug
Rebecca and Erika Kuga
Vincent and Amanda LaManna
Michele Lagana and Greg 

Peterson
Leona Lauder
Tina and Bjoern Laurberg
Josephine Lemon
Mark Levine
Mimi and Stephen Lewis
Betty and Nick Lituanio
Patricia and Lance Lollini
Laurie Long

Denise and John Loomis
John Lowe and Frederica 

Lofquist
Lucas Valley Homeowners 

Association
Robert Lundstrom
Henry and Charlotte Martens
Bruce and Melissa Mayfield
Marcine McDonald Johnson
Ira Polcyn McEvoy
Tara McIntire
Daniel and Kathleen McNear
Alice Mead
Barbara Meyer
Dawn Miller and Robert Walters
James Milner
Lynda Moehling
Nicole Montalbano and 

Jonathan Richman
Lola Moonfrog
Patricia and Alan Negrin
Su Hua Newton
William Nisbet
Cathleen and Jack O’Brien
Suzanne Oberlin
Sharon Osberg
Deborah Parnoff
Michelle Perro
E. Lynn Perry
Rollin and Diane Post
Mary Pounder and David Latour
Rand-Montgomery Fund
Richard Reasoner and Jeanne 

Carmichael
Bonnie Regalia
Helaine Reiner
Andy Renteria and Janill 

Richards
Maura Richardson
Gregory and Sheree Ripley
Marianna Riser
Diane and Jason Roberts
John H. Rockwell, III
Debra Rogers
John Rogers
Margaret Rosegay and Stephen 

Piatek
Carolyn and Steven Rosenberg
Anne and Richard Ruben
Larry Russell
Susanna Russo
Sisters of Saint Dominic
Katherine and William Saul
Sausalito Woman’s Club
Thomas Savignano and Peter 

Benson
Garrett and Janet Scales
Margaret Schadt
Barb Schmitt
Christine Scott
David and Nadine Sexton
Sherry and William Layne
Barbara and Neil Shooter
Stephan and Jean Silen
Brian Sirgutz
Barbara Slattery
Larry Solari
Hilda Sperling
Carla and Charles Stedwell
Deborah Strobin
Sungold Litho
Dallas Swann
Jaycel and Tom Tacchi
Laleh Talebpour
Tamalpais Community Service 

District
Mary Te Selle
Kevin and Eileen Thau
J. Ralph and MaryAnn Thomas
Jennifer Tremblay
Geralyn and Patrick Tribble
Genevieve Turcotte
Pamela and Gene Turtle
Christopher Valentino
Inta Vodopals and David Jones
Ted, Betty and Piera von Glahn
Cynda and Chandu Vyas
Kenneth and Christina Waldeck
Carolyn Walter
Waste Management
David Weinstock and Rose Gavin
Ann and Lawrence Wheat
Janis Wild

1,000 to 2,000 hours
Veronica Bowers*
Alex Godbe***
Frances Weigel 

500 to 999 hours
Mary Blake** 
Vanessa Glidden**** 
Brenda Göeden*** 
Stacy Johnson  
Nancy Knight* 
Marianna Riser*** 
Françoise Samuelson**
Brenda Sherburn** 
JoLynn Taylor***

200 to 499 hours
Patricia Axsom  
Deb Babe  
Pamela Ball* 
Anne Barker* 
Lucy Burlingham*** 
Claire Curran  
Cindy Dicke***** 
Doug Fairclough* 
Juliana Joe  
Kelle Kacmarcik* 
Miles Kihara  
Russ La Belle** 
Lynda Larsen** 
Kay Lovegrove  
Kate Lynch  
Gail MacMillan  
Tracy Manheim* 
Christine Margle* 
Kellianne Minarik  
Melanie Piazza* 
Manuela Piha  
Christine Rutzen  
Maya Sampath* 
Kim Sandholdt* 
Lyanne Schuster* 
Stephen Shaw* 
Janet Sinnicks* 
Nat Smith  
Livia Stone*

150 to 199 hours
Anne Ardillo*** 
Nancy Ash  
Sandy Barth  
Janet Bennett  
Steven Blackmon  
Nancy Dawson* 
Marilyn Dehnert  
Darla Deme** 
Jessie Fields  
Debbie Fisher  
Cynthia Folkmann*** 
Susy Friedman** 
Shirley Gans***** 
Gabrielle Goffinet  continued on page 4

*5-9 years’ service
**10-14 years’ service
***15-19 years’ service

****20-25 years’ service
*****26-30 years’ service

volunteer support
In 2010 more than 327 volunteers donated over 
38,000 hours of their time, valued at $456,000.

Margie Heckelman  
Cecily Hunter  
Tetsu Ishida  
Roberta Koss  
Paula Landdeck  
Mari Litsky  
Tracy Loy-Krumpak  
Robert Lundstrom  
Diana Manis** 
Jack Marshall  
Savanah McCoy  
Nicholas Perazzo  
Tynan Peterson* 
Rachel Poni  
Mary Pounder** 
Marlene Puaoi  
Jeanine Richardson****
Maggie Rufo*** 
Dede Sabbag***** 
Barbara Sandow  
Ken Schopp* 
Amy Shipley  
Joanne Sidwell* 
Keith Smith  
Raya Smith* 
Barbara Stikker  
Nancy Swall  
Maureen Valentine  
Sonza Van Herick* 
Kat Walker  
Barb Wheeler 

100 to 149 hours
Suzanne Artz  
Marylou Brooks  
Seth Coad-Douglass  
Marisa Cooper  
Arlene Davis**** 
Christina DeLuca  
Richard Drechsler  
Adrianne Gyurcsik  
Kyndra Homuth  
Brenda Hoyle  
Lisa Kirkman  
Kasha LaRoche  
Sandra Libreri  
Richard Lyon  
Jasmine Lyons  
Ashley Macholz  
Marja McAuley  
Ginny McGraw  
Cassandra Miller  
Margaret Mindell  
Meagan Monaghan  
Sharon Murphy** 
M.L. Oxford** 
Vicki Penny  
Lara Prosterman  
Arthur Ramos  
Jeanne Richards  
Zach Rosen  
Erica Rudolph  
Ashley Ryan Glascock 

Photos (from top) by 
Beth Slye, Paul Schafer, 
Kelle Kacmarcik, Maggie 
Rufo, Matt Powers, 
JoLynn Taylor, Melanie 
Piazza, JoLynn Taylor, 
Alison Hermance

Leticia and James Wiley
Penny Wilkins and Paul 

Grishaber
Kerry and Brett Wingeier
Valerie and Howard Wynn
Marcus Yoder
Kristine Zacher

$100 to $249
809 donors

$1 to $99
2,820 donors

in-kind goods and 
services*

197 donations
158 donors
$93,922 in value

*This includes event auction 
items and vehicle donations. 
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wildlife services
In 2010 our Live Well with Wildlife programs 
worked to prevent injury to wildlife through public 
education, outreach and advocacy.

wildlife hospital
In 2010 WildCare treated more than 200 separate 
species of wild animals and gave 3,528 ill, injured 
or orphaned animals a second chance. 

Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow

Nuttall’s Woodpecker
Oak Titmouse
Osprey
Pacific Loon
Pacific Slope Flycatcher
Pelagic Cormorant
Peregrine Falcon
Pileated Woodpecker
Pine Siskin
Purple Finch
Pygmy Nuthatch
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Red-breasted Sapsucker
Red-eyed Vireo
Red-necked Phalarope
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-throated Loon
Red-winged Blackbird
Ring-billed Gull
Ring-necked Pheasant
Ringed Turtle Dove
Rock Pigeon
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Ruddy Duck
Scrub Jay
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Song Sparrow
Spotted Towhee
Steller’s Jay
Surf Scoter
Swainson’s Thrush
Thayer’s Gull
Townsend’s Warbler
Turkey Vulture
Varied Thrush
Violet-green Swallow
Virginia Rail
Western Bluebird
Western Grebe
Western Gull
Western Meadowlark
Western Sandpiper
Western Screech Owl
Western Tanager
White-breasted Nuthatch
White-crowned Sparrow
White-tailed Kite
White-throated Sparrow

Debra Scheenstra, DVM**
B.D. Scott  
Andrew Shaver  
Mary Shimek  
Vivian Skinner  
Laura Snelling* 
Julie Soucek  
Alex Szotak  
Kathleen Taft  
Goody Thompson* 
Maria Vierra  
Selena Weinstock  
Clare Zemarkowitz  

50 to 99 hours
Azure Adornetto  
Scott Alexander  
Michael Alves  
Erica Baumsteiger  
Nancy Bisio  
Heather Bloch  
Aaron Burton  
Lindsey Campbell  
J.C. Carmazzi  
Lisa Cavenaugh  
Bella Cooper  
Melanie Donaghy* 
Page Drummond* 
Marian Eschen** 
Robert Finer  
Loretta Gargan  
Susan Getz  
Lorri Gong 
Pat Guzzardo  
Elliot Hayne  
Samantha Helbig* 
Annette Herz  
Leighann Hilton  
Joe Hong  
Patrick Hunter  
Claudia Keast  
Peter Kerner  
Molly Kiefer  
Lisa Langevin  
Taylor Lawson  
Lillian Lessler* 
Tish Macaluso  
Debra Melvin  
Olivia Moskowitz  
Sierra Murphy  
Pauline Nacamuli  
Cheryl Parkins  
Natsuko Porcino* 
Emily Pounder-Dunbar 
Barbara Pritchard* 
John Putnam  
Shawna Robb  
Jenna Robert  
Micaela Robinson-Duran 
Ann Ryan  
Joel Skaggs 
Audrey Smith  
Becky Smith* 
Beatriz Tremelling  
Lela Updegrave  
Piera Von Glahn** 
Justine Webb  
Stephanie White  
Melisa Williams  
John Wooster 

1 to 49 hours 
127 volunteers

veterinarians
Dr. Kenneth Bacon**
Dr. Lynn E. Lankes
Dr. Melinda Lommer
Dr. Debra Scheenstra**

birds (2,656)
Acorn Woodpecker
Allen’s Hummingbird
American Coot
American Crow
American Goldfinch
American Kestrel
American Robin
Anna’s Hummingbird
Ashy Storm-petrel
Band-tailed Pigeon
Barn Owl
Barn Swallow
Belted Kingfisher
Bewick’s Wren
Black Phoebe
Black Rail
Black Swift
Black-crowned Night Heron
Black-headed Grosbeak
Black-necked Stilt
Brandt’s Cormorant
Brewer’s Blackbird
Brown Creeper
Brown-headed Cowbird
Bufflehead
Bullock’s Oriole
Bushtit
California Brown Pelican
California Gull
California Quail
California Towhee
Canada Goose
Canvasback
Cassin’s Vireo
Cedar Waxwing
Chestnut-backed Chickadee
Cliff Swallow
Common Loon
Common Moorhen
Common Murre
Common Poorwill
Common Raven
Cooper’s Hawk
Dark-eyed Junco
Double-crested Cormorant
Downy Woodpecker
Eared Grebe
European Starling
Evening Grosbeak
Fox Sparrow
Glaucous-Winged Gull
Golden Eagle
Golden-crowned Sparrow
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Great Horned Owl
Greater Scaup
Greater White-fronted Goose
Green Heron
Hairy Woodpecker
Hermit Thrush
Hooded Oriole
Horned Lark
House Finch
House Sparrow
House Wren
Hutton’s Vireo
Killdeer
Lesser Goldfinch
Lesser Scaup
Mallard
Marbled Murrelet
Mew Gull
Mourning Dove
Mute Swan
Northern Flicker
Northern Fulmar
Northern Mockingbird
Northern Pintail

wildlife protection 
issues

7 advocacy issues
6,562 engaged

online and print 
outreach

35,000 people reached via 
WildCare newsletter and 
monthly eNewsletters and 
blogs

living with wildlife 
hotline

4,074 calls answered

wildcare solutions
331 home inspections
240 damaged structures 
repaired

872 animals humanely 
excluded

hungry owl project
1,709 volunteer hours 
donated

232 owl/bat/bird boxes 
placed

105 owl box plans provided
10 baby raptors renested
14 presentations given
16 publications
8,835 individuals engaged 

Volunteers, continued 
100 to 149 hours

Wild Turkey
Willet
Wilson’s Warbler
Wrentit
Yellow Warbler
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Yellow-rumped Warbler

Insects (1)
Swallowtail Butterfly

Mammals (828)
Audubon’s Cottontail
Big Brown Bat
Black Rat
Black-tailed Deer
Black-tailed Jackrabbit (Hare)
Bobcat
Botta’s Pocket Gopher
Broad-footed Mole
Brown Rat
Brush Rabbit
California Ground Squirrel
California Meadow Vole
Coyote
Deer Mouse
Dusky-footed Woodrat
Eastern Gray Squirrel
Fox Squirrel
Golden-mantled Squirrel
Gray Fox
House Mouse
Little Brown Bat
Mexican Free-tailed Bat
Northern Raccoon
Sonoma Chipmunk
Striped Skunk
Virginia Opossum
Western Gray Squirrel
Western Harvest Mouse
Yuma Myotis Bat

Reptiles and 
Amphibians (43)

Arboreal Salamander
California King Snake
California Red-sided Garter 

Snake
Coast Terrestrial Garter Snake
Northern Alligator Lizard
Pacific Gopher Snake
Red-eared Slider Turtle
Sharp-tailed Snake
Western Fence Lizard
Western Pond Turtle
Western Toad
Western Yellow-bellied Racer 

Snake

Photos (from top) by 
Marge Gibbs, Kelle 
Kacmarcik, Maggie 
Sergio, Elaine Friedman, 
Anne Barker, Maggie 
Rufo, Alison Hermance, 
Melanie Piazza
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patient gallery
Northern Raccoon 

(#0137) was admitted to WildCare on 
March 26 last year from San Rafael 
because she was acting “too friendly.” 
Routine radiographs indicated she 
was uninjured, but pregnant. Central 
nervous system problems are one of the 
symptoms of canine distemper, a highly 
contagious virus to which raccoons are 
susceptible. She was put in quarantine. 

During the following weeks her 
condition deteriorated, but no further 
signs of distemper developed. By 
the end of April she fell into a semi-
comatose state and miscarried three 
full-term fetuses. With no further 
treatment options, she was euthanized, 
and samples sent out for laboratory 
testing. In August, the cause of death 
was confirmed to be a rare brain cancer 
called glioblastoma that had not been 
known to occur in raccoons before.

In October, Northern Raccoon 
#1329, admitted from Fairfax displaying 
similar symptoms, was found also 
to have died from glioblastoma. 

Mexican Free-tailed Bat 
(#0039) was brought to WildCare by 
Bruce Fuller from Berkeley, where it 
had been found tangled in a sticky trap 
intended for use on insects. At WildCare 
she was carefully removed from the 
trap. Her wrist was bruised and swollen 
from her struggle to free herself. Her fur 
was carefully cleaned with a product 
to dissolve the adhesives, followed 
by treatment to remove the cleaning 
products. Treatment on such a tiny 
creature is a delicate and highly stressful 
process. 

She was sent to foster care with 
Livia Stone, who administered pain 
medications, and trained her to eat the 
mealworms that are standard hospital 
fare for insectivores. Once the wrist 
had healed, Livia moved her into a six-
foot enclosure to practice flying. On In 
February the recovered bat was moved 
to an outdoor aviary where she went 
into hibernation with several other bats. 
She’ll be released in April.

Peregrine Falcon (#0063) 
was rescued in Oakland on January 
25 after crashing into a building while 
hunting a Rock Pigeon. A number of 
urban falcon observers witnessed the 
event, and protected the bird while 
arrangements were made to transport 
her to WildCare.

At WildCare, test results indicated 
that the bird was in normal health 
and uninjured, yet she seemed unable 
to fly in an aviary. After a week of 
cage rest, however she began to fly 
and was moved to a large outdoor 
aviary to rebuild her flight muscles. 

By February 10 she was flying 
beautifully, and the finders were 
informed. The grapevine of peregrine 
fans went into action, and her release 
on February 13 became a celebration, 
complete with photographers. 
WildCare and Golden Gate Raptor 
Observatory volunteer Anne Ardillo 
banded the bird, and Glen Stewart of 
the U.C. Santa Cruz Predatory Bird 
Research Group donated a transmitter 
and receiver to include her in their 
post release studies. On February 24 
falcon #0063 was confirmed back in 
her territory in Oakland. Visit our 
Living with Wildlife blog at www.
marinij.com for more details.

Gray Fox (#0070) was 
admitted on January 29 showing 
the symptoms of rat poison toxicity, 
including lethargy and anemia. He was 
put under anaesthesia to take blood 
samples and radiographs, but during 
the procedure, the fox died. Samples 
were sent to U.C. Davis for testing to 
determine the cause of death.

Results from the submitted 
liver sample came back positive for 
three anti-coagulant rodenticides, 
all second-generation, long-acting 
poisons that interfere with normal 
blood clotting and cause depression, 
anorexia, anemia, bloody feces, ataxia 
(lack of coordination), weakness and 
subcutaneous hemorrhages among 
other symptoms. 

#0137

#0039

#0063

Photo by Alison Hermance

Photo by Anne Barker

Photo by Mary Pounder

Photo by Trish Carney

#0070
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a night to remember
I volunteer spotlight I

Deidre Kernan has been 
gracious and generous enough to 
bring the style and class she brings 
to everything she does to WildCare’s 
Gala, and we are extraordinarily 
grateful. Her elegance speaks 
through her every effort, making 
it appear effortless to the rest of 
us. She lends grace and ease to 
complex and interesting events. 
Moving through each event with a 
distinctive, assured, well-mannered 
approach – to the parts that go 
easily (usually due to her good 
offices) and the parts that don’t 
(unforeseeable circumstances) – 
Deidre makes every event in which 
she is involved exponentially better 
for her attention to detail. She 
thinks of each element as part of a 
whole, pleasant, social experience, 
and makes all of them work to the 
sponsoring organization’s benefit.

Having first come to the United 
States from Kent, England in 1961 
as a Stewardess for United Airlines, 
Deidre continued to fly for some 
time, but in 1962 wisely chose the 
Bay Area as her home. After her 
time with United Airlines, Deidre 
worked for 27 years for the California 
Academy of Sciences, establishing 
their Special Events Department, 
and running it throughout those 
years. Ten years in, simultaneously, 
she began to run their Travel 
Department as well. Having retired 
from the Academy five years ago, 
Deidre travels often, visiting her 
family – three adult children and their 
families – during her travels. And 
once each year she choreographs 
WildCare’s Gala, now bigger and 
brighter than ever before.
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WildCare’s 2011 Gala, our single most important fundraising effort of the 
year was very successful, AND it was a GREAT PARTY! This one evening provided 
significant funds to support WildCare programming in 2011.

Thanks to our extraordinary Gala 
Chair, Board Member Cindy Testa-
McCullagh, and our stellar Gala Co-
Chairs, Arianna Huffington and Biz and 
Livia Stone – it was a night to remember! 
We extend heartfelt thanks to our 
wonderfully supportive sponsors, donors 
and participants. THANK YOU ALL!

Defender of Wildlife Sponsor 
Anonymous, Richard E. and Traci Goldman

Wildlife Champion Sponsors  The 
Blum Family Foundation, Jerry  Murdock, 
Newlin Associates LLP, Union Bank

Living with Wildlife Sponsors 
Anonymous, Douglas Ahlers, Julie Allecta, 
Autodesk, Maureen Groper, The Warren 
Hellman Family, Arianna Huffington, Marin 
Community Foundation, Maura Morey, 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, Julia 
Sze, Cindy Testa-McCullagh

Terwilliger Nature Discovery 
Sponsors Karen and Ellis Alden, Dianne 
Fruin, The Greenbaum Foundation, 
Susanne and Jeffrey Lyons, Marin 
Independent Journal, Northern Trust, 
Marianne and Tom O’Connell, Joanna 
Reese, Stephanie and Mark Robinson, 
Susan and Conn Rusche, Biz and Livia 
Stone Foundation

Wildlife Ambassador Sponsors 
Susan G. Coleman, Marin Sanitary Service, 
Sam McCullagh, Karen Wilson and Todd 
Tash, George Zimmer

Friends of WildCare Sponsors 
Bank of Marin, Abdur and Ana Chowdery, 
Thomas and RoseAnn Frank, Susan 
Packard Orr, Seagate Properties, 
SolarCraft/SunPower, Sungold Litho
Mark your calendar for next year’s event on 
March 2, 2012!

More Wildlife Ambassadors participated than 
ever before, this time in a stunning catwalk 
sweep presented as “Fashions of the Wild.” 
They were, in this instance at least, party 
animals!  

Photos clockwise from top left by James Hall 
as follows: Cindy Testa-McCullagh, Livia and 
Biz Stone; Arianna Huffington and Biz Stone; 
Susan Gray party toasts WildCare; great food 
by Dan McCall Associates; Tracy Manheim and 
Rex the Kingsnake; Alex Godbe and Wookie 
the Barn Owl. 
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Too often when we think of teenagers we think of constant texting, 
loud music, hanging out and getting into trouble. At WildCare, when we think of 
teenagers, we think hard-working, responsible and passionate. We think of our 
amazing Student Volunteers.

student volunteers: ten years of teens
story and photos by Mary Pounder, Education Program Specialist

a night to remember

Until ten years ago teenagers didn’t 
have a place at WildCare – too old for 
our camps and education programs and 
too young to volunteer in our hospital. 
That all changed with the introduction 
of our volunteer program for students 
aged 12 to 17. 

The standard policy in wildlife  
rehabilitation centers across the country 
was for volunteers to be eighteen. 
There were concerns about student 
maturity levels, their ability to commit 
and whether they could do the work. 
There were reservations about how 
much supervision they’d need, and 
how much time that would take away 
from the care of our patients. 

It took a year of planning and 
training, and in the summer of 2000 
the first students entered WildCare’s 
hospital, ready and eager to contribute. 
After ten years, no one can imagine the 
hospital without them.

a wildcare family affair
The students work side by side 

with adult staff and volunteers to help 
wildlife and the environment through 
wildlife rehabilitation and nature 
education. This common goal brings us 
all together, into our WildCare family. 

Student Volunteer duties are like 
those of the adult volunteers. During 
a shift, they do laundry and dishes, 
sweep and mop floors, remove trash and 
recycling, and maintain healthy feeder 
animals such as mealworms and fish.

They share the responsibility for 
preparing patient diets, cleaning their 
cages and caring for some of WildCare’s 
resident educational animals. While 
working in the courtyard, the students 
have an opportunity to educate visitors. 

specific and tangible education
When young people ask how 

they can help the environment, they 
are often given vague suggestions 
to recycle, appreciate nature or join 
a nature organization. WildCare’s 
Student Volunteer program offers teens 
something proactive and more tangible. 
They have been involved in numerous 
facets of WildCare, from assisting at 
events and camps to putting together 
an ink-jet recycling program. 

On the individual level, the 
program increases self-confidence and 
self-esteem, strengthens teamwork 
skills and empowers students with 
their ability to affect change. At the 
social level, student volunteers see 
first-hand the results of humans’ direct 
and indirect influence on local native 
wildlife. 

growth and development
Over the years the program has 

changed and grown. Today there is a 
waiting list to get in. Once accepted, 
some remain for years. Many students 
eventually leave the program to pursue 
careers in environmental science, 
wildlife biology or veterinary medicine. 
A few return during their summers to 
work as wildlife technicians. 

Stephany Helbig, a former student 
volunteer, did just that this year. In 
August she headed down to Louisiana 
to help with the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill. At only twenty years old, she was 
put in charge of the bird drying room. 

WildCare has been honored to 
watch these young people mature and 
grow into responsible, caring adults, 
and proud to be a part of their journey 
to adulthood. 
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who’s in your compost?
photos and text by Marge Gibbs, Nature Van Naturalist 

I mrs. t’s corner I
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who is doing the work?
There is a complete food web in 

a compost pile, beginning with the 
basic organic materials and the primary 
consumers that eat it, continuing with 
the secondary and tertiary consumers 
that eat the primary consumers.

Bacteria are the smallest living 
organisms and the most numerous. 
Bacteria are responsible for most of the 
decomposition and heat generated in 
compost.

Fungi, molds and yeasts break 
down tough debris (cellulose), enabling 
bacteria to continue the decomposition 
process. Invertebrates like nematodes, 

At WildCare’s Nature 
Detectives winter camp in 
December, the children explored 
compost, looking for some of the 
amazing creatures that reside 
there. They loved finding worms, 
baby snails, millipedes, sow bugs 
and beetles. They learned what an 
important job these tiny creatures 
play in cycling nutrients back into 
the soil. Photos by JoLynn Taylor mites, springtails, earthworms, slugs, 

snails, sow bugs, beetles and ants 
also help break down the larger plant 
materials.

Small predators such as centipedes 
take advantage of a food source, too, 
proving, once again, that even at this 
small scale, if you feed them, they will 
come! 

Compost is the product resulting from the biological decomposition of 
organic matter. The process involves microorganisms that break down complex 
matter into simple, nutritious humus. Humus, mixed into garden soil, makes a 
rich growing medium for plant life.

Composting requires three basic plant ingredients to feed the living organisms 
that will create it. Brown materials such as dead leaves, branches and twigs; green 
materials like grass clippings, vegetable waste, fruit scraps and coffee grounds; and 
of course, water. It goes without saying that garden pesticides that kill bugs can 
slow or prevent this process.

Roly-polys (also called wood lice) help break 
down cellulose. 

Nematodes such as earthworms are hard work-
ing composters in residential compost heaps. 

While they may be persona non grata in your 
garden, slugs are hard workers in the compost. 

Predatory invertebrates like centipedes prey on 
other animals, but if your compost bin is open 
to the birds, they will be happy to keep these in 
check.

Composting is about slow, steady progress – 
progress that will not happen if you use pesti-
cides in your garden. 
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who’s in your compost?
photos and text by Marge Gibbs, Nature Van Naturalist 

I just for fun I

Design-a-Sticker Contest!
If you are under 17 years of age, 

here’s your chance to use your art skills 
to help spread the word about wildlife! 
The winning entry will have his or her 
drawing made into a sticker we will 
give to WildCare’s wildlife rescuers. 
Here’s what to do. 

Pretend the big circle is the sticker, 
and the type (not the examples) is 
going to be where you see it now. Put a 
piece of paper over the circle and draw 
your picture in the center the way they 
are shown in the little examples inside 
of it. Mail it to WildCare at the address 
on the bottom of the button. Enter as 
many times as you like. Be sure to put 
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we’ve got a winner!
We are proud to announce that HOP 
Director Alex Godbe is a recipient of the 
2011 Wells Fargo Second-Half Champions 
Award. Alex and other recipients were 
honored at a special event on March 22 
in Walnut Creek, CA.

Alex Godbe is a professional gardener 
who joined WildCare in 1994. Alex saw 
a need to help return uninjured fallen 
raptor chicks to their nests at 60 feet or 
higher, where the parent birds could 
continue to raise them. She developed 
WildCare’s Hungry Owl Project in 1999 
to help provide nest boxes, and to reduce 
the need for toxic rodent control. 

take a family adventure
 Enjoy a free, fun day out in nature 

with WildCare’s bilingual naturalists. 
Scheduled locations are listed on the 

back of this issue and on our website. 
Programs start at 10am at the trail head, 
or you can caravan to park locations from 

from page 3 

I news & notes I the Canal Alliance in San Rafael. For 
more information, visit our website, call 
415-453-1000 x17 or email juancarlos@
wildcarebayarea.org.

leave a legacy
 Please include WildCare in your 

will or estate plan to protect and 
preserve tomorrow’s wildlife. Call 415-
453-1000 x22. Thank you.

wildlife in the news
As human population grows, 

people and wildlife affect each other as 
never before; in brief episodes and in 
longer sagas.

To keep you posted, we offer a new 
website feature: Wildlife in the News. 
Visit us here for updates on ongoing 
issues like oil spills, wildfires, and 
scientific discoveries.

a new year, a fresh start!
We would like to thank everyone 

who helped us clean up WildCare and 
get ready to start the 2011 season with 
a lot more organization and elbow 
room. More than 50 volunteers spent 

the entire day on Saturday, January 15 
carrying, cleaning, sorting, recycling, 
repairing, vacuuming, scrubbing. 
painting, prepping and polishing 
everything on site. It looks great!!!

I’m
 a W

ildlife Rescuer!

www.wildcarebayarea.org
76 Albert Park Lane

San Rafael, CA 94901
415-456-SAVE

your name, address, age, email and phone 
number on the paper below each drawing. 

Examples

Trace this circle

Entries will be judged by WildCare’s  
Education Department on originality, color, message, 
and how well the drawing will reproduce. The winner 
will receive a personal tour of our courtyard and a special 
introduction to one of our Wildlife Ambassador animals. Three 
runners up will receive a WildCare t-shirt. 



 

museum and  
courtyard programs
wildlife ambassadors* FREE
Ambassadors in WildCare’s Courtyard 

Pool bird feeding 
daily at 12:30 & 4:30pm

Meet the Desert Cottontail 
Mondays, 2pm; Wednesdays, 11am

Meet the Trainer 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 11am; 
Thursdays, 2pm

Meet the Raptor 
Saturdays, 3pm

Meet the Turkey Vulture 
Sundays, 11:30am

events
wildcare at earth stroll*
Crissy Field, April 21, 10am-3pm
www.presidio.gov/trust/press/

pressreleases/stroll
wildcare at international migratory 
bird day*
Muir Woods, May 14, 8am-2pm FREE
www.nps.gov/muwo/planyourvisit/events.htm 
or call 415-388-2596 for information.
living with wildlife photo contest
Deadline for entry  September 16
dining for wildlife
September 20 and 21

nature education programs
Call 415-453-1000 ext.12 to register.
nature guide orientation
 August 6, 11am-12:30pm 

family adventures/aventuras 
familiares* 
Saturday mornings, 10am-noon, FREE
April 16, Ring Mountain, Corte Madera 
  Family Walk

May 28: Tennessee Valley, Mill Valley 
 Spring Wildlife
June 18: Deer Park, Fairfax  
 Insect Safari
July 23: Pickleweed Park, San Rafael 
 Bay Shore Family Walk
August 20: Rodeo Lagoon, Marin 

Headlands 
 Beach Family Walk

summer nature camps
Wild Moms and Dads, ages 3-K 

June 6-10, 9am-noon
Radical Reptiles, ages K-1 

June 13-17, 9am-noon
Radical Reptiles, ages K-1 

June 13-17, 1-4pm 
Creatures of the Night, grades 1-2 

June 20-24, 9am-3pm 
Animal Adaptations grades 2-3 

 June 27-July 1, 9am-3pm
Weird and Wonderful, grades 1-2 

June 28-July 2, 9am-3pm FULL
Helping Hands for Wildlife, grades 3-4 

July 11-15, 9am-3pm FULL
Marvelous Mammals, grades K-1 

July 18-22, 9am-3pm FULL
*Outdoor Adventures, grades 5-7 

July 25-29, 8:30am-2:30pm 
*This camp is off-site at China Camp, 
with an overnight on Thursday.

Nature Detectives, grades 2-3 
July 25-29, 9am-3pm FULL

Awesome Avians, grades 1-2 
August 1-5, 9am-3pm 

Helping Hands for Wildlife, grades 4-5 
August 8-12, 9am-3pm

Fur, Feathers and Scales, ages 3-K 
August 15-19, 9am-3pm 

wildlife rehabilitation 
programs
new volunteer orientations

Orientation for adult volunteers is offered 
annually in January. Other orientations and 
basic skills classes may be added in the 
summer. Please call WildCare or visit our 
website for status updates on orientations and 
new volunteer classes.

student volunteer orientations
Students ages 12-17 must be accompanied 

by a parent at the orientation. Completed 
application package (available on our 
website) must be received one week prior 
to orientation. Visit our website for more 
information.

May 10, 7-8pm OR May 12, 7-8pm
classes for volunteers
202C - Captive Care for Corvids 

May 18, 6:30-8:30pm
202D - Captive Care for Ducklings 

April 16, noon-2pm
202O - Captive Care for Opossums
 April 5, 6:30-8:30pm
202S - Captive Care for Skunks
 May 22, noon-2pm
203R - Introduction to Rodent Care
 April 10, noon-2pm
203S - Introduction to Squirrel Care 

April 20, 6pm-8pm
221 - Raccoon Rehabilitation 

May 14, 1:30-4:30pm
600 -WildCare’s Wildlife Ambassadors
 April 30, 10:30am-12:30pm
601 - Introduction to Wildlife Ambassador 

Training
 May 11, 6:30-8:30pm

NoN-Profit orgaNizatioN

U. S. PoStagE

PaiD
ColUmbUS, Wi
PErmit No. 73

76 Albert Park Lane • San Rafael, CA 94901
415-453-1000

www.wildcarebayarea.org

*Pre-registration is required for all programs and events except those noted with an asterisk; call 415-453-1000.

I schedule of events I spring/summer 2011
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