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Dear Friends,
Spring. It officially began for the rest of the world on
March 21, but here at WildCare we define Spring’s arrival
a bit differently…what usually starts as a trickle with the
arrival of a few ducklings in our animal hospital quickly
turns into a torrential influx of baby birds and mammals,
and then, only then, is it spring at WildCare.
Just when this might happen is anyone’s guess; every year
is different, and depends on weather, including winter
rains and storms. This season’s above-average rainfall and
stormy weather may mean a later spring, as wildlife waits for optimal conditions to nest and raise babies…or maybe not…the animals are clearly in charge!
Spring is also marked by the graduation of WildCare’s newest class of Terwilliger Nature Guides and Hospital volunteers. This year’s terrific group of new
volunteers will join the ranks of our stellar volunteer corps, leading school children on nature explorations out of doors this spring and beyond, while indoors
our hospital volunteers work tirelessly to save the lives of thousands of wild
animals…one life at a time.
Other WildCare signs of spring include two annual events: our Baby Shower on
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 9, and Dining for Wildlife on Tuesday, May 25 and
Wednesday, May 26. We hope you will join us for these fun opportunities to see
each other and to support WildCare’s work in the coming months.
It is my pleasure to welcome a new staff member, Volunteer
Coordinator Jessica Grace, who comes to WildCare with
experience at California State Parks and the Marin Conservation
League, to work with our extraordinary volunteers. And we
extend our warm wishes and thanks to Pamela Westfall Bochte,
who leaves WildCare after leading the development department
for the last three and a half years. Thanks to her wonderful work,
WildCare has grown its revenues and visibility, and is ready and
well positioned to take the important next step of finding and
funding a new home.
This issue features WildCare’s 2009 Annual Report; looking back
Jessica Grace
several years it’s remarkable to see how we have expanded our
Volunteer Coordinator
programs to serve more of the Bay Area than ever before. Thanks
to your support, we are making more of a positive difference for
wildlife and the people who want to live well with wildlife no matter where
they are. Thanks for making so much possible! Enjoy the wild and wonderful
world that surrounds us.
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Don’t Miss a Thing!

WildCare’s newsletter is published three times a year (April, August, November).
Every effort has been made to ensure that the contents of this publication are
accurate. We regret that we cannot be responsible for human error, printing
mistakes, or variations in individual workmanship. Printed in USA on Orion Satin
Recycled paper by Schumann Printers, Inc., Fall River, Wisconsin.
POSTMASTER send changes of address to WildCare, 76 Albert
Park Lane, San Rafael, CA 94901.

Sign up for WildCare’s FREE eNewsletter at
www.wildcarebayarea.org
follow WildCare on Facebook and Twitter!
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wildcare family adventures

Our fun and festive Mothers Day
event, the Spring Baby Shower, will be
held on May 9 at WildCare’s Terwilliger Nature Education Center in San
Rafael, 2-4pm. This year we’ve planned
something special to go along with
baby bird feeding demonstrations and
Wildlife Ambassador presentations. Sy
Montgomery, author of several animalrelated works, just completed her latest
book, Birdology, and will read from
the chapter she wrote after researching
the subject with WildCare’s Hummingbird specialist, Brenda Sherburn. This
event is free to members; a non-member
donation of $10 per family is requested
at the door.

Enjoy a day out in nature with the
family! WildCare naturalists will lead fun
family programs full of discovery. We’ll
look for butterflies, flowers, birds and
much more. All programs are led in both
English and Spanish, and are free to the
general public.
Programs start at 10am at the trailhead. If you prefer to caravan to park
locations, we’ll meet at 9:30 a.m. at the
Canal Alliance at 91 Larkspur Street
in San Rafael. For more information/
questions call 415-453-1000 x17 or email
juancarlos@wildcarebayarea.org.

happy bird day!
Celebrate International Migratory
Bird Day (IMBD) with WildCare on
May 8! WildCare Naturalists will be
at Muir Woods on May 8 from 8am to
2pm with avian Wildlife Ambassadors
to demonstrate what you can do for
migratory birds that run into trouble
while flying through the Bay Area.
Learn more at www.birdday.org.

earth stroll
WildCare will be at Crissy Field
on April 17 to join in Earth Stroll, a
family-friendly event that encourages
people to get out and get active. Buy an
all-activity passport for $5, and come
visit WildCare’s booth in the building,
where Wildlife Ambassadors will meet
the public at 11:30am and again at
12:30pm. Earth Stroll starts at 10am
and continues through 2pm. Visit
www.parksconservancy.org for more
information.

April 3: Giants, Dragons and Slugs
Meet the tallest species of tree in the
world and search for inhabitants of an
ancient forest including banana slugs,
dragon fly larvae and woodpeckers. Meet
at overflow parking lot at Muir Woods
National Monument in Mill Valley.
May 22: What Lives in a Pond?
What creatures use a pond for part
of their life cycle or just stop by for food
or water? We’ll look for Pacific Tree
Frog tadpoles, as well as the larvae of
California Newts and Western Toads.
Meet at the College of Marin Indian
Valley Campus, Parking Lot #8 off
Ignacio Blvd.
Walk along the shore of San
Francisco Bay and look for creatures
living in the marsh and mud, including
California Clapper Rails, crabs and
spiders. Meet at the Pickleweed
Community Center in San Rafael.
Love your family, nature and
Saturdays all over again!
news and notes
continues on page 8

Dine out, do good!
Tuesday, May 25 and Wednesday, May 26
Join us for WildCare’s fabulous dine around event!
Choose from restaurants like Piazza d’Angelo,
Insalada’s, the Melting Pot, WildFox,
Marche aux Fleurs and the Caprice.
To request an invitation, email
info@wildcarebayarea.org
415-453-1000 ext. 11
Red-tailed Hawk painting by Barbara Banthien www.banthien.com
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When our large flight aviary in
Olema needed major repair, Sonoma
County Wildlife Rescue came to our
rescue, and let us use their flight
aviary for our raptor patients that
needed flight conditioning. Orion
Homes VP Jason Gooch, an SCWR
volunteer, stepped up to help.
Orion Homes is a custom home
building and contracting company.
Based in Sonoma, they have served
Sonoma and Marin for 46 years.
They work with the customer from
design through construction to
develop the ideal result.
Both SCWR and Orion Homes
volunteered to help us rebuild our
aviary. In efforts to be “green,”
Orion Homes built upon the existing
structure rather than tear it down
and discard the materials. They used
reclaimed wood and hardware, and
finished with recycled paint.
Three and a half months and
over 500 labor hours later, Orion
Homes, SCWR and WildCare
volunteers rebuilt a stronger
structure that will withstand the West
Marin weather for many years to
come. The new design allows us to
use the structure to rehabilitate large
mammals such as coyotes, bobcats
and foxes, as well as avian species.
It is also more versatile, and will let
us divide the 100-foot-long aviary
into three smaller aviaries, which can
accommodate more small patients.
Thanks to Orion Homes and
Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue,
WildCare will be able to continue
to offer the best pre-release care
possible.
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post-release stories
Unlike the scientific evidence veterinarians can collect on domesticated
animals, wildlife rehabilitators don’t have the resources to follow their patients after they are
returned to their wild lives. Dr. Michael Ziccardi of the Oiled Wildlife Care Network (OWCN)
gave a presentation at the California Council for Wildlife Rehabilitators (CCWR) symposium
in Pismo Beach last November on the importance of post-release studies. He outlined the
questions we should be asking, and the resources that go into collecting information.
post-release questions
These questions are especially
important in the event of an oil spill,
around which there is much debate
about the value of saving affected
wildlife. But the questions relate to all
wildlife rehabilitators. The questions we
would love to be able to answer include:
Can wildlife be successfully treated?
When released, how many rehabilitated
animals survive? If they survive, for
how long? Do they behave normally?
Do rehabilitated animals contribute to
the species’ population health?

what goes into finding out?
Dr. Ziccardi suggested resources
might include federal and state agencies, biologists, researchers, veterinarians, wildlife rehabilitators, published
literature, as well as product and
equipment consultants. At WildCare
we work with many such organizations, including the Golden Gate Raptor Observatory (GGRO), the Marin
Humane Society (MHS), International
Bird Rescue Research Center (IBRRC),
and the Oiled Wildlife Care Network
(OWCN) to name just a few.
Wildlife rehabilitators rarely have
the funds or the time to do formal
studies that use colored dyes or tags
and control subjects, or the expensive
equipment and manpower to do radio
telemetry. We often have to rely on
simpler things like bands, microchips,
pure luck and anecdotal evidence.
WildCare uses plastic leg bands on
birds, and, thanks to a generous individual’s grant, can microchip raccoons
and opossums. Marin Humane Society
Field Officers scan animals that have
been hit by cars to determine whether
they were former patients. Other times
they just come back to us.
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The following stories illustrate
some of the things we’ve learned.

a northern mockingbird
On June 14, Northern Mockingbird
#3902 was admitted to WildCare, a
fledgling caught by a cat. On July 18
he was banded by songbird specialist
Veronica Bowers, and released where he
had been rescued in Corte Madera.
On September 26, Northern
Mockingbird #4635 was admitted to
WildCare wearing the United States
Geologic Survey (USGS) band applied to
patient #3902. An MHS officer rescued
him from a residential chimney in Corte
Madera.
What we learned: The bird did
well in the territory where he was
hatched, and thrived for two months.
We may want to integrate chimney
aversion as part of rehabilitating
young passerines. It reminds to us to
continue to tell people that if they find
a banded bird (dead) they can call it in
to the USGS Bird Banding Lab (800327-BAND) to provide return data on
banded birds. It also reminds us to
encourage people to cap their chimneys.

a red-shouldered hawk
On November 23, 2009 Officer Reis
from MHS brought in Red-shouldered
Hawk #1598, wearing a Federal ID band,
who had struck a window in Novato.
Despite our best efforts, the hawk died
from his injuries the next day.
In reporting the band number
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and to GGRO, we learned
that this bird was originally patient
#0721 at WildCare in 2007. He was a
baby who had fallen out of his nest on
June 2, and had been placed in a foster
nest by our Hungry Owl Project in San
Anselmo on June 5.

What we learned: This bird was
well fleshed and in beautiful condition.
The foster parents had accepted him and
raised him as their own. He obviously
did very well for himself the last two
years on his own. Most wild animals
don’t survive their first year, so two years
is a better-than-average lifespan.

a california brown pelican
IBRRC reported the following story.
Biologist Robb Hamilton, working in
the Long Beach area, captured an adult
Brown Pelican that was wearing an
old band, and begging for fish scraps
from a bait shop. He reported it to the
banding lab and to Dan Anderson,
Professor of Wildlife Biology at U.C.
Davis, an expert pelican biologist.
On October 20, 2009 Professor
Anderson reported that the pelican
wearing band #609-11405 was a
rehabilitated individual released
by IBRRC at Terminal Island on 26
February 1990 with one of U.C. Davis’
radio transmitters attached. Amazingly,
it was a 19-year survivor of being
oiled and then cleaned by IBRRC, and
was at least 23 years old when it was
recaptured.
What we learned: It was a full
adult (therefore at least four years old)
when oiled and subsequently banded.
It went on to become a successful
survivor. In an email, Professor Anderson speculates, “Due to its tameness,
one might wonder if it has survived
as a ‘pier bum.’ But in later telemetry
studies of California Brown Pelicans,
we have found that many individuals
go out and feed in the pelagic zone,
then come in to ports and bays to ‘pierbum,’ only to go out again and feed like
‘good’ pelicans.”
Professor Anderson estimates that
he and associate Frank Gress have
banded up to 20,000 Brown Pelicans
over the years, and indicated that he
plans to look at Brown Pelican demographics, hoping to develop some lifetables for the species.
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a northern raccoon
On June 17, 2008, Northern Raccoon #0936 was admitted to WildCare
with his two siblings, 10-week-old
orphans. They were cared for in foster
care and microchipped before they were
released on August 9 in Corte Madera,
near where they had been found.
On August 23, 2009, Northern
Raccoon #1260 was admitted from
Kentfield, having been hit by a vehicle.
Radiographs showed multiple fractures
and a microchip that identified him as
patient #0936 from 2008. He died two
days later as a result of his injuries.
What we learned: The raccoon
was well fleshed and had survived his
first, hardest, winter. More than half
of wild young raccoons never live that
long. Like so many of his wild relatives,
he was hit by a vehicle. He remained in
the territory not far from where he was
released, suggesting the small size of
his home range in a suburban area.

Adult Northern Mockingbird #4635 was raised
with other orphaned mockingbirds and was
recaptured when he got stuck in a chimney
in his territory. It could have happened to
any young bird that had no experience with
chimneys. Photo by Veronica Bowers

Northern Raccoon #0936
was raised in foster care at
WildCare and hit by a car
a year later, in the same
territory in which he had
been released. Fatalities
from vehicles are common
among many wild animals.
Photo by Stephen Shaw

a virginia opossum
On May 26, 2008 Virginia Opossum #756 was admitted to WildCare
with injuries on her tail and face. This
young animal approached some hikers,
and her injuries and docility landed
her in WildCare’s medical room. A
scan for a microchip indicated she was
opossum #276 who had been in care at
WildCare since March. She had been
released with her group near the spot
she was found just two days earlier.
Her injuries kept her in treatment
for nearly a month, during which time
attempts to make her more self-sufficient were unsuccessful.
What we learned: Animals, like
people, are individuals. This opossum,
raised exactly like her littermates, was
given the chance to lead a wild life and
was not successful. This failure might
normally have resulted in euthanasia. Because we had recently lost our
educational opossum and because her
temperament made her a good candidate for a happy life in captivity, she
was evaluated for life as an educational
ambassador. Permits were obtained
from the California Department of
Fish & Game, and you can now visit
Boomerang in our courtyard.
spring/summer 2010

Boomerang, WildCare’s
Ambassador Virginia Opossum,
was orphaned as a baby and
then injured shortly after release.
Her inability to survive in the
wild, coupled with her natural
temperament made her a
candidate for a more successful
career as an educational animal.
Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Twenty-three-year-old California Brown
Pelican #609-11405 was rehabilitated
in 1990 by the International Bird Rescue
and Research Center as part of the Oiled
Wildlife Care Network. He had been oiled
and banded in 1989 and recaptured
in 2009. This bird survived more than
20 years after release. Photo by Robb
Hamilton
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I volunteer spotlight I

Nancy Knight has been driving
to WildCare every Monday morning
from Rodeo in the East Bay for
more than three years. From the
day she started in June 2006, she
has been a volunteer WildCare can
count on. She has learned every
aspect of regular shift work, and can
be depended upon to do whatever is
needed, even when it means driving
waterbirds to the International
Bird Rescue Research Center in
Cordelia, an 80-mile round trip, in
her own car, at her own expense.
Each year, Nancy has become
more involved in clinic work,
helping to administer medications,
and handling more challenging
species. “You need a tender heart
to want to help animals but you
also have to have a thick skin to
be able to take the losses that can
sometimes happen,“ says Nancy.
She has worked with the
ambassador animals for the past
year, and has noted how successful
the new enrichment training
programs have been in improving
their lives and the volunteers’
experience. Nancy observed that
the raven Eulalie shows much less
anxiety when people are in her
aviary and is using more of her
space. The cormorants are also
much more responsive and active.
Nancy volunteered at the
Gala this year, introducing Wildlife
Ambassadors to guests and later
helping behind the scenes.
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Photo by Mary Pounder

meet jewels

Jewels was rescued when the person who had been keeping him was
evicted from an apartment in San Mateo. The three-foot-long rattlesnake was
taken to the Peninsula Humane Society, along with an American Alligator. He
could not be returned to the wild because California state regulations prohibit
the release of reptiles that have been kept in domestic captivity. The Peninsula
Humane Society began looking for a legal home for the native reptile.
WildCare agreed to care for him
as an educational ambassador, like
our California Kingsnake, Rex, but
with somewhat more spice. The
necessary permits were obtained from
the California Department of Fish and
Game, and a very secure reptarium
was prepared for him. A public naming
contest resulted in his name – Jewels,
in reference to his jewel-like rattles.
Jewels is a Northern Pacific
Rattlesnake: Crotalus oreganus oreganus.
This subspecies ranges along the Pacific
Coast from Southern British Columbia
in Canada, and as far south as Santa
Barbara, where it mingles with the
Southern Pacific Rattlesnake.
Rattlesnakes are pit vipers, characterized by pits located beneath their nostrils.
They are easily differentiated from nonvenomous snakes by their triangular
heads and vertical pupils. Rattlesnakes
feed on small mammals. They hibernate
through the winter, and come out in the
spring to eat, and then to mate.
Rattlesnakes give live birth to
8-10 babies that are born venomous
but cannot rattle; about two weeks

after being born they develop the first
segment of the rattle, called a prebutton. The baby snakes lose this piece
when they shed their skins for the first
time. Most rattlesnakes shed their skins
two to three times a year, and each time
they shed, a new button is added.
These buttons and the snakes’
scales are made of keratin, the same
substance our hair and fingernails are
made of. The rattle noise comes from
the segments knocking together, so
until a rattlesnake is old enough to
have developed two or more pieces,
it does not make a sound. Baby
rattlesnakes are often more aggressive
than adults, and can’t give any warning,
so can be even more dangerous.
If you are in an area that may
contain snakes, one of the easiest
methods to protect yourself is to wear
your pants tucked into cowboy boots.
This is especially good protection from
baby rattlesnakes that can cause a
potentially fatal bite.
Better yet, why not stop in to see
Jewels in his secure box at WildCare?
No boots needed.
spring/summer 2010

Photos (from left) by Emily Baumbach, JoLynn Taylor, Doug Donaldson, Jan Armstrong, Trish Carney

Dear Friends,
To say that 2009 was a financially challenging year would be an understatement,
and yet due to the careful fiscal management of Executive Director Karen Wilson
and her staff, WildCare came through with only a small dip into our reserves. Grants
from foundations were down by nearly 30%, but our wonderful individual members
and donors came through for us, and we are very grateful to them and to our terrific
volunteers, board members and staff!
wildlife rehabilitation The hospital revitalized our volunteer recruiting and training
program early in 2009; the January orientation attracted more than 200 people, and
half of them signed on to the volunteer training program – one that will be repeated in
2010.
In June WildCare launched its fully equipped mobile medical hospital (with thanks to the
John and Maria Pitcairn Foundation, the San Francisco Foundation and an anonymous
foundation) and is now ready to provide on-site emergency services when a wildlife
disaster strikes. In October a minor oil spill occurred in the Bay, and WildCare was
ready to assist the California Oiled Wildlife Care Network.
Ten years of weather, wear and tear on our Flight Aviary in Olema forced us to rebuild
the aviary in 2009. Again, our donors and volunteers rose to the challenge, and we were
able to raise $12,000 to create an enclosure more versatile than the previous one.
nature education: Thanks to our generous donors, no child is ever left behind
without access to WildCare’s nature programs. New in 2009 is our free Family
Adventures/Aventuras Familiares program in English and Spanish. This past year the
recipient of the Terwilliger Environmental Award for environmental education excellence
was John Muir Laws. John was honored at a special event commemorating the 100th
year anniversary of Mrs. T’s birth.
wildlife services Our wildlife exclusion service has expanded its staff and its
business, and is now officially called WildCare Solutions. In July the Marin County
Board of Supervisors adopted a new Integrated Pest Management Policy (IPM). At
WildCare’s request, the policy now includes consideration for the effects of poisons on
wildlife as well as people. WildCare was instrumental in getting the use of rodenticide all
but stopped on county property.
strategic plan The Strategic Plan that was put into place last year is now operating
in all of the six core strategies set forth to help WildCare increase its reach and
effectiveness. One of the important parts of the plan was to create an improved and
expanded facility. In 2009 the process began to locate a viable site, acquire the land,
and ultimately build a new facility with all the components needed: expanded Courtyard
and caging, office space, new hospital and rehab facility, and nature education center.
This is a very exciting time for WildCare, and we hope by this time next year the
campaign will be well underway to raise the money necessary to build the new facility.
2010 promises to be a year of extraordinary fiscal challenges, but our goals remain the
same – to advocate for wildlife by showing and teaching people how to live well with
wildlife.
On behalf of the WildCare Board of Directors I want to thank all of our generous donors
and supporters, our wonderful staff and our fabulous volunteers, who make it all
possible.

Susan Rusche, President of the Board of Directors

2009 INCOME SOURCES
Membership/Donations

7%

Earned Income

14%

Grants
54%

7%
18%

In-Kind donations*
Events/Other Income

2009 EXPENSES
5%
Wildlife Services*

17%

Education Programs*
47%
30%

Development
Administration
*Includes volunteer hours

Note: Figures are unaudited at time of printing.
A complete audited financial statement will be
available in May, 2010.

financial support
In 2009, 3,973 individuals, businesses,
corporations, associations and foundations
provided funding to support WildCare.
$100,000 and greater
Bequest of James C.
Cummings

$25,000 to $99,999

Elinor Patterson Baker Trust
Bequest of Maryann Diluzio
Thelma Doelger Trust for
Animals
Glenn and Virginia Haldan
Kimball Foundation
Alexander M. and June L.
Maisin Foundation
Marin Community
Foundation
County of Marin
Bequest of Iris Mumford
John and Maria Pitcairn
Foundation
Bequest of Vivian T. Trost

$10,000 to $24,999

Julie Allecta
Anonymous (3)
Bequest of Grace DeLaet
William H. Donner
Foundation
Fullerton Family Charitable
Trust
Thornton S. Glide, Jr. and
Katrina D. Glide Foundation
Richard and Rhoda
Goldman Fund

Koret Foundation
Forrest C. and Frances H.
Lattner Foundation
Susanne and Jeffrey Lyons
Thomas and Marianne
O’Connell
The Paul Revere Society
George H. Sandy Foundation
Irene S. Scully Family
Foundation
Shirley Sichel
Dean Witter Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

AHS Foundation
Anonymous
Tylor Armstrong
Autodesk
Bank of America Foundation
Bernice Barbour Foundation
Bequest of A. Camille
Buschman
Bruce Bochte and Pamela
Westfall Bochte
Linda Y.H. Cheng
Dianne Fruin
Bequest of Gale Henning
Holly and Christopher
Hollenbeck
Jolson Family Foundation
Kern Family Fund
Ambassador and Mrs. Arthur

continued on page 2
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$5,000 to $9,999 continued
from page 1
Latno
Pacific Gas and Electric
Company
Laura Rockwell
Tamalpais Bank
Cynthia Testa-McCullagh
Melissa and Thomas
Thornhill

$2,500 to $4,999
Douglas Ahlers
Karen and Ellis Alden
Tommy Angell
Anonymous
Mary M. Bachman and
William Downing Fund
Dr. Ernest Bates
Molly and Mark Gamble
Susan Gray
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Local Independent Charities
of America
Michael Luckoff
Pacific Gas and Electric
Matching Gifts Program
John and Ingrid Peterson, Jr.
Conn and Susan Rusche
Schultz Foundation
Karen Wilson and Todd Tash

$1,000 to $2,499
Winifred & Harry Allen
Foundation
Kathy Askijian
Cheryl and James Babcock
Richard Bertapelle
Brownrigg Charitable Trust
Jean Buckley and Steve
Marsh
William Bullock
Laurel Burke
Forrest Canon
Nikkie Dillon
Virginia and John Doyle
Barbara and Donald
Eastman
Mary and Paul Elliott
Page and Seth Evans
Thomas Fegette and
Nancy Thomson
Dennis and Pamela Fisco
Michelle and Robert Friend
Alison and Brock Fuller
Agnes and Donlon
Gabrielsen
Fred Gellert Family
Foundation
Beverly George
Lisa & Douglas Goldman
Fund
Suzanne Golt
Google Matching Gifts
Program
Lorraine Grace
Julia Grant
Mary Jo Greenberg
Tiana and John Grgurina
Jack Hanshaw and
Kristin Hite
Albert and Carol Haussener
Herbst Foundation
Donald and Virginia

Humphreys
Donald Hunt
Kevin and Janey Kaster
Peter Kerner
Andrea and Kenneth Krueger
Bokara Legendre
Frederick and Saga Perry
Robert and Arabella
Levorsen
Pat and Dick Locke
Marilyn Makepeace and
Anne Maczulak
Marin Sanitary Service
Robert and Frances
Mayberry
Charles McGlashan and
Carol Misseldine
Patricia and John McNear
Mary Hope McQuiston and
Leon Lepyanksy
Alexandra and Zach
McReynolds
Jane Miller
Tim and Nancy Muller
Joe and Gizelda Nation
Pamela and Mitchell Nichter
M. L. Oxford
Parducci Wine Estates
Helen Pass
Tynan Peterson
Eleanor Phipps Price
Eleanore and James Plessas
Mary Pounder and
David Latour
Craig and Maja Ramsey
Raymond Family Foundation
Mark and Stephanie
Robinson
Dairne Ryan
Kim Sandholdt
Elizabeth Siebenthaler
Springcreek Foundation
Julia Sze
GeorgeThompson
Betty-Gaye Toney and
John Potter
Vehicle Donation Processing
Center
Jason Waddle and
Erika Jackson
Sandra Weiss
Wells Fargo Bank
Bequest of Evelyn M. White
Janet Willis
Nancy Wong
Margaret and Martin Zankel

$500 to $999
Nadine and William
Aarsheim
Lawana Addiego
Anonymous
Carlos and Toyoko Avila
Amy Baldin Schoeffner and
Jeff Schoeffner
Katherine Baylor
Bernard Lewis Charitable
Foundation
Anni and Henry Black
Steven Blackmon
Mary Blake and Bart Miller
David Blende
John Boesel and Arianna
Van Meurs
Shirley and Peter Bogardus
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Lee and Leo Brenneisen
Shirley Carson
Judith Ciani and
Marion Smith
Velma and Leslie Cleasby
Jeanne Cohn
David and Rebecca Conant
Conway Family Trust
Catherine Coulter Pogany
and Anton Pogany
Cresta Blanca Golf, LLC
Douglas and Michele Dillard
Melanie Donaghy
Jonathan Driller and Ann
Wareham
Cate Elsten and Art Beeman
Farallone Pacific Insurance
Charles and Lavinia Fischer
Stephanie and Lawrence
Flinn, Jr.
Lindy Fung
John and Paula Gambs
Gary Giacomini
Mary and Roger Greenberg
Maureen Groper
Harriet Guberman
Terri and Mark Haddix
John and Lucie Hall
Jordan and Julie Harris
Donna and Charles Huggins
Mary Hunt
Linda, Terry and Joshua
Inscoe
Tejinder Jheeta
Dwight Johnson
Gary and Gael Jones
Raymond Kaliski
Robert Kaliski and
Linda Nelson
Patricia Kelso
Steve and Julie Kimball
Jean and Jack Kronfield
Arthur Kuller
Juliet Lamont and Phil Price
Brian and Gail Lanigan
Leona Lauder
Arlene and Anthony Lazzarini
Sandy Lerner
Levi Strauss Foundation
Mark Levine
Denise and John Loomis
Lucasfilm Ltd.
Diane and Leslie Lynch
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Richard Breitung
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Elizabeth Noronha
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Caroline Paul
Jeffrey Pemberton and
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Regina Phelps
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Cynthia and Seth
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James Pyskaty and
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Mary Souza
Margaret Spence
Nadine Suto
Symantec
Kathleen Taft and Doug
McConnell
Wilma and Robert Thomas
John and MaryAnn Thomas
Der-Ling and Frederick Tirrell
Lisa Togni
Geralyn and Patrick Tribble
Monique and Jeffrey Tse
Genevieve Turcotte
United Way of Greater
Milwaukee
Vicky Van Meter and
David Herrema
Shirley and Herman Victor
Peter and Diana Vine
Inta Vodopals and
David Jones
Claudia Vollintine
Ted, Betty and Piera
von Glahn
Cynda and Chandu Vyas
Kat Walker
Carolyn Walter
David Weinstock and
Rose Gavin
Ann and Lawrence Wheat
Anne N. Wilbur and James
A. Morrison
Janis L. Wild
Leticia and James Wiley
Penny Wilkins and Paul
Grishaber
Annamaria Williams
Scott Williams
Leilani and Iain Wilson
Barbara Wilson
Kerry Wingeier
John and Catherine Yee
Zenith Instant Printing

$100 to $249
777 donors

$1 to $99
2,755 donors

in-kind goods and
services*
171 donations
146 donors
$72,116 in value
*This includes event auction items
and vehicle donations.

loyal donors
WildCare is extraordinarily
grateful to our long-time loyal
donors who have supported our
work for years, even decades!
Space limitations prevent us
from listing all of your names
here, but you are the heart and
soul of our work. Every single
dollar means help for wildlife
and the world we share; each
makes our mission of helping
people to Live Well with Wildlife
possible. Thank you!

nature education
In 2009 more than 40,000 people from nine Bay
Area counties experienced WildCare’s Terwilliger
Nature Education programs.
no child left indoors

special programs

18,800 children were served
through the following programs,
including 5,200 school children
from socio-economically underserved families.

Birthday parties, center tours,
courtyard events, SEED (School
Environmental Education
Docent)
86 programs
813 children and adults
participated

terwilliger nature van
52 schools
287 presentations
5,745 children engaged

terwilliger field trips

41 schools
74 field trips
1,730 children participated

terwilliger nature
camps
16 camp sessions
244 children engaged

terwilliger nature kits
30 schools
135 kits
5,656 kit experiences

junior botanists

adult volunteer
hospital classes

38 classes
218 volunteers trained

student volunteer
program
41 teen participants

WildCare visitors
16,900 courtyard and
museum visitors
1,835 wildlife rescuers

wildlife ambassador
programs

740 presentations
5,180 individuals involved

300 participants
190 certificates awarded

volunteer support
In 2009 more than 345 volunteers donated over
35,000 hours of their time, valued at $380,000.
1,000 - 2,000 hours
Veronica Bowers*
Alex Godbe**
Françoise Samuelson**
Frances Weigel

500 - 999 hours
Mary Blake**
Sherri Lippman
Sarah Mullen
Kim Sandholdt*
JoLynn Taylor***

200 – 499 hours

Pamela Ball*
Anne Barker*
Lucy Burlingham***
Cindy Dicke*****
*5-9 years’ service
**10-14 years’ service
***15-19 years’ service

Susy Friedman**
Vanessa Glidden****
Katherine Harle
Andrea Hirsig*
Kelle Kacmarcik*
Miles Kihara
Nancy Knight
Mari Litsky
Kate Lynch
Gail MacMillan
Diana Manis*
Christine Margle
Erik Peerand
Tynan Peterson*
Jeanine Richardson****
Marianna Riser***
Zach Rosen
Lyanne Schuster*
Stephen Shaw*
****20-25 years’ service
*****26-30 years’ service

Amy Shipley
Janet Sinnicks*
Raya Smith*
Julie Soucek
Selena Weinstock
Melisa Williams

150 – 199 hours

Patricia Axsom
Debora Babe
Sandy Barth
Erica Baumsteiger
Janet Bennett
Charlotte Bertram
Steven Blackmon
Lindsey Campbell
Marilyn Dehnert
Darla Deme*
Jessie Fields
Cynthia Folkmann**
Shirley Gans****
Gabrielle Goffinet
Martha Hagler
Margie Heckelman
Annette Herz
Leighann Hilton
Tetsu Ishida
Molly Kiefer
Roberta Koss
Paula Landdeck
Lillian Lessler*
Robert Lundstrom
Susanne Lyons
Bonnie Nielsen
Rachel Poni
Mary Pounder**
Barbara Pritchard*
Lara Prosterman
Ken Schopp*
Joanne Sidwell
Becky Smith*
Goody Thompson
Sonza Van Herick
Tamara Warren

100 - 149 hours

Scott Alexander
Nancy Ash
Jess Bailey
MaryLou Brooks
Sally Burr
Seth Coad-Douglass
Marisa Cooper
Claire Curran
Arlene Davis***
Nancy Dawson
Sam Gleason
Kyndra Homuth
Cecily Hunter
Peter Kerner
Kasha LaRoche
Emma Liffick
Tracy Loy-Krumpak
Ashley Macholz
Jack Marshall
Marja McAuley
M.L. Oxford**
Cheryl Parkins
Melanie Piazza*
Manuela Piha
Natsuko Porcino
Marlene Puaoi
Janet Rahlmann
Sherry Rogers-Frost
Luca Rondanini
Erica Rudolph

continued on page 4
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Photos (from left) by Marian Eschen, Cynthia Glinka, Alison Hermance, Kelle Kacmarcik, Winnie Kelly
Volunteers continued from
page 3
Christine Rutzen
Ashley Ryan
Maya Sampath
Lydia Sannella
Debra Scheenstra, DVM*
Vivian Skinner
Keith Smith
Nat Smith
Barbara Stikker
Livia Stone*
Nancy Swall
Beatriz Tremelling
Piera Von Glahn
Kat Walker
Barbara Wheeler
Nancy Willard
Cecilia Winfield
John Wooster
Xiaoying Zou

50 - 99 hours

Anne Ardillo***
Selena Arrambide
Shannon Bean
Nancy Bisio
Alicia Blose
Andre Borgman
Anne Marie Cadieux
J.C. Carmazzi
Dawn Collins
Claire Colvin
Kathy Cronin
Rich Dahlgren
Arianne Dar
Melanie Donaghy
Page Drummond
James DuBusc
Bob Flynn
Andrea Freeman
Katrina Froelich
Barbara Gold
Debra Green
Carole Haan
Kitty Hayes*
Sarah Hiteman
Don Humphreys*
Joan Jacks
Jen Joynt

Linda Knight
Crystal Laughren
Taylor Lawson
Emily Lee
Tracy Manheim*
Jain Martin
Savanah McCoy
Margaret Mindell
Olivia Moskowitz
Pauline Nacamuli
Helen Norris
Laurie Oman
Jenna Peterson
Arthur Ramos
Lisa Reinke
Madeline Ritchie
Olga Ross
R.J. Roush
Maria Rowell***
Maggie Rufo**
Ann Ryan
Max Salamender
Bennett Schalich
Jim Schollard
Michael Simmons
Elizabeth Slye
Sindy Smart
Maureen Valentine
Maria Vierra
Peter Vine
Diana Vine
Khale Wallitner
Noreen Weeden
Fay Weimer
Corey Williams
Kerry Wingeier

1 - 49 hours

147 volunteers

veterinarians

Dr. Kenneth Bacon*
Dr. David Bennett
Dr. Rebecca Burwell
Dr. Scott L. Ford
Dr. Deborah S. Friedman
Dr. Lynn E. Lankes
Dr. Debra Scheenstra*
Dr. Patricia J. Smith
Dr. Brian Spear

wildlife hospital
In 2009 WildCare treated more than 200 separate
species of wild animals and gave 3,513 ill, injured
or orphaned animals a second chance.
birds

Acorn Woodpecker
Allen’s Hummingbird
American Coot
American Crow
American Goldfinch
American Kestrel
American Robin
Anna’s Hummingbird
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Band-tailed Pigeon
Barn Owl
Barn Swallow
Belted Kingfisher
Bewick’s Wren

Black Phoebe
Black Rail
Black-crowned Night Heron
Black-headed Grosbeak
Brandt’s Cormorant
Brewer’s Blackbird
Brown Creeper
Brown Pelican
Brown-headed Cowbird
Bufflehead
Burrowing Owl
Bushtit
California Gull
California Quail
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California Towhee
Canada Goose
Canvasback Duck
Cedar Waxwing
Chestnut -backed
Chickadee
Clapper Rail
Clark’s Grebe
Cliff Swallow
Common Goldeneye
Common Loon
Common Moorhen
Common Murre
Common Poor-will
Common Raven
Cooper’s Hawk
Dark-eyed Junco
Domestic Duck
Double-crested Cormorant
Downy Woodpecker
Eared Grebe
European Starling
Evening Grosbeak
Fox Sparrow
Gadwall
Glaucous-Winged Gull
Golden Eagle
Golden-crowned Sparrow
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Great Horned Owl
Greater Scaup
Green Heron
Hermit Thrush
Herring Gull
Hooded Oriole
House Finch
House Sparrow
House Wren
Hutton’s Vireo
Japanese Quail
Killdeer
Lazuli Bunting
Lesser Goldfinch
Lesser Scaup
Lincoln’s Sparrow
Merlin
Mew Gull
Mourning Dove
Northern Flicker
Northern Fulmar
Northern Mockingbird
Northern Rough-winged
Swallow
Northern Spotted Owl
Nuttall’s Woodpecker
Oak Titmouse
Osprey
Pacific Slope Flycatcher
Peacock
Pelagic Cormorant
Peregrine Falcon
Pie-billed Grebe
Pileated Woodpecker
Pine Siskin
Purple Finch
Pygmy Nuthatch
Red Phalarope
Red-breasted Sapsucker
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-throated Loon
Red-winged Blackbird
Ring-billed Gull
Ring-necked Pheasant
Rock Pigeon

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Savannah Sparrow
Scrub Jay
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Song Sparrow
Spotted Towhee
Steller’s Jay
Swainson’s Thrush
Townsend’s Warbler
Tree Swallow
Turkey Vulture
Varied Thrush
Violet-green Swallow
Warbling Vireo
Western Bluebird
Western Grebe
Western Gull
Western Meadowlark
Western Screech Owl
Western Tanager
White-crowned Sparrow
White-tailed Kite
Wild Turkey
Wilson’s Warbler
Winter Wren
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Yellow-rumped Warbler

insects

False Tarantula

mammals

Audubon’s Cottontail
Black Rat
Black-tailed Deer
Black-tailed Jackrabbit
(Hare)
Botta’s Pocket Gopher
Broad-footed Mole
Brown Rat
Brush Rabbit
California Ground Squirrel
California Meadow Vole
California Myotis Bat

Chipmunk
Coyote
Deer Mouse
Dusky-footed Woodrat
Eastern Gray Squirrel
Fox Squirrel
Gray Fox
Hoary Bat
House Mouse
Little Brown Bat
Mexican Free-tailed Bat
Northern Raccoon
Pallid Bat
Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse
Sonoma Chipmunk
Striped Skunk
Townsend’s Long-eared Bat
Virginia Opossum
Western Gray Squirrel
Western Harvest Mouse
Yuma Myotis Bat

reptiles and
amphibians

Bullfrog
California Pacific Tree Frog
California Red-sided Garter
Snake
California Slender
Salamander
Coast Terrestrial Garter
Snake
Northern Alligator Lizard
Northern Pacific Rattlesnake
Pacific Gopher Snake
Red-eared Slider Turtle
Sharp-tailed Snake
Western Fence Lizard
Western Pond Turtle
Western Toad
Western Yellow-bellied
Racer Snake

wildlife services
In 2009 our Live Well with Wildlife programs
worked to prevent injury to wildlife through public
education, outreach and advocacy.
wildlife protection
issues

3,666 advocates engaged in
4 advocacy issues

online and print
outreach

30,000 people reached via
WildCare newsletter and
monthly eNewsletters

living with wildlife
hotline
5,475 calls answered

wildcare solutions

176 home inspections
177 damaged structures
repaired
872 animals humanely
excluded

hungry owl project

1,811 volunteer hours
donated
310 owl/bat/bird boxes
placed
180 owl box plans provided
20 presentations given
1,900 individuals engaged
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#1548

patient gallery
Double-crested Cormorant
(#1548) was captured in Larkspur on
November 2, 2009, by Marin Humane
Society Field Officer Hill, and brought
to WildCare. The seabird was tangled
in fishing line. A fishhook with a large
fish on it was hooked through the
bird’s beak. Gulls had attacked him to
try to get the fish. At WildCare, we untangled him, cleaned his wounds, and
treated him with antibiotics and pain
medications. With regular treatment,
he made steady improvement over the
next ten days, and was transferred to
International Bird Rescue and Research
Center (IBRRC) for waterproofing and
flight conditioning before release.

Virginia Opossum (#1647) had
been hit by a car during the night, and
found on the morning of December
15 in the road in front of Northgate
Mall. Marin Humane Society Field Officer Frey rescued the young male and
brought him to WildCare. His multiple
injuries included a badly fragmented
jaw fracture. Radiographs indicated the
jaw could not be wired into place, and
would never align perfectly.
The jaw was put into the proper
position in the hope the bones would
heal over time. At first he was not eating the semi-liquid diet he was given,
and further radiographs revealed that
his long top canine tooth was digging
into the soft tissue of his lower mouth.
By December 19 he was eating from
a syringe, and by January 2, he was

showing improved jaw function, but
the tooth was still causing damage.
WildCare volunteer veterinarian Dr.
Debra Scheenstra contacted a veterinary dental specialist.
Dr. Melinda Lommer of Aggie Animal Dental Service in Corte
Madera performed dental surgery on
January 18, extracting one canine
and capping another. By January 24,
he was able to eat solid foods, and by
February 2 he was eating normally.
He is currently undergoing tests to
determine whether his sense of smell
is adequate to allow his release.

Photo by Alison Hermance

#1647

California Brown Pelican
(#0063) was found by a member of
the Coast Guard at Fort Baker on
February 11. The bird was on the
dock in Sausalito, lethargic and not
flying. Marin Humane Society Field
Officer Reis brought him to WildCare, where examination showed the
bird to be thin but not emaciated,
with injuries to his toes and feet. A
metal federal band and a plastic blue
band on his leg indicated he had
some history with people.
A call to International Bird
Rescue and Research Center (IBRRC)
confirmed that they had rehabilitated, banded and released this bird,
#A-36. IBRRC admitted more than
500 California Brown Pelicans this
year, all in various stages of starvation, related to the effects of El Niño
on herring, the pelicans’ food source.

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

#0063

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Remembering Kali

Alex Godbe and Kali in 2001. Photo by Robert
Brown

spring/summer 2010

Kali, our Red-tailed Hawk Ambassador, passed away on December 4, 2009 in
her enclosure at Hungry Owl Project Director Alex Godbe’s home. Kali came to
WildCare as an adult in 1989, making her at least 22 years old when she died.
This amazing bird brought joy to countless WildCare staff and volunteers
over the years, as well as to the thousands of other people she touched while doing her “job” of education.
We want to express our gratitude to Alex, who has housed and cared for her,
and has made her last few retirement years golden. Our gratitude also extends to
Camille Gazeau, who was her primary caregiver and friend for most of Kali’s life
at WildCare. If you could ever say that a wild bird had feelings for a person, it
would be Kali and her affection for Camille. She will be truly missed.
www.wildcarebayarea.org wildcare 7
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some folks live in the country
by Anya Pamplona

Not all wild plants and animals are able to adapt to living near humans.
Some prefer – or have been driven – to live in still-wild places, allowing us only
rare fleeting glimpses of them. This is what loss of biodiversity might look like.
California Quail

Pacific Rubber Boa

Our state bird, the California Quail,
forages on the ground, walking and
scratching in search of food. When
startled, its explosive flight lasts just
long enough to reach cover. It nests
on the ground, in a simple scratched
depression in the soil, lined with stems
and grasses. Because of its foraging and
nesting habits, domestic pets can easily
catch a quail. Once a common sight in
parks and gardens, they are now being
driven further away.

Everyone has heard of Boa
Constrictors, but our native boa is
much less familiar. Rubber Boas are
named for their “loose” skins that
resemble rubber. Rarely seen, these
docile, nocturnal snakes live under the
shelter of rocks, logs or leaf litter.

Northern Ringtail
Ringtails are related to raccoons,
but many of their behaviors are more
catlike, leading to their common name,
Ringtailed Cat. They are very secretive,
carnivorous, territorial, have retractable
claws and kill with a bite. These shy
animals prefer dry secluded chaparral
areas, and have not adapted to backyard
habitats and junk food. Their social
units are small and both parents care for
the young, as foxes do. Because they are
reclusive and nocturnal, their habits are
not well documented, but it is clear they
are not as adaptable as their suburban
cousins, the raccoons.

Northern Spotted Owl
Northern Spotted Owls live only in
old-growth forests, are very territorial
and intolerant of habitat disturbances.
With just over 500 pairs in Northern
California, the biggest threat to these
endangered creatures is habitat loss.

Pacific Giant Salamander
This woodland amphibian depends
upon the accumulated duff layer of
fallen leaves, twigs, logs and fungus.
Decomposing material releases warmth
and provides habitat, like a nursery
blanket for young tree seedlings, ferns,
wildflowers and animals that depend
on moisture during the dry season.
Where fishermen have introduced
earthworms to the forest, this duff layer
is quickly destroyed.

California Quail photo by Arnold
Small; Northern Ringtail photo by
Melanie Piazza; Pacific Rubber
Boa photo by Andreas Kettenburg; Northern Spotted Owl
photo by JoLynn Taylor; Pacific
Giant Salamander photo courtesy
of Oregon Wild

From left: Livia and Biz Stone, Arrianna
Huffington and Gretchen B. Kimball. Photo
by Matt Powers

wild is the word!
WildCare’s 2010 Gala was WILD,
really wild! Thanks to one celebrated
Master of Ceremonies, Arianna
Huffington, two extraordinary
Gala Co-Chairs, WildCare Board
Members Susanne Lyons and Cindy
Testa-McCullagh, and an extremely
supportive crowd of sponsors, friends,
donors (wine and auction), Wildlife
Ambassadors (how many events do
you attend that include wildlife?) and
participants, we had a great party!
It was successful, too, in providing
significant funds to support WildCare
programming in 2010.
THANK YOU ALL!!!
Please put WildCare’s February 4,
2011 Gala on your calendar now; you
won’t want to miss it!
Wildlife Champion Sponsors: The
Blum Family Foundation; Bruce Bochte
and Pamela Westfall Bochte; Ron and
Gayle Conway; Richard E. and Traci
Goldman; Marin Independent Journal;
Cindy and Sam McCullagh; Newlin
Associates, LLP
Living with Wildlife Sponsors:
Julie Allecta; Autodesk; Bill Bullock; The
Warren Hellman Family; Holly and Chris
Hollenbeck; Pacific Gas and Electric
Company; Janet and Clint Reilly; Laura
Rockwell; US Bank

Terwilliger Nature Discovery
Sponsors: Karen and Ellis Alden; Dr.
Ernest Bates; Dianne Fruin; Molly and
Mark Gamble; Susan Gray; Maureen
Groper; Gretchen B. Kimball; Cassie and
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some folks live in the town
Mickey Luckoff; Susanne and Jeff Lyons;
Marianne and Tom O’Connell; Susan
and Conn Rusche

Wildlife Ambassador Sponsors:
Douglas Ahlers; Ambassador James C.
Hormel and Michael P. Nguyen; Bank of
Marin; Marin Sanitary Service; Tamalpais Bank; Karen Wilson and Todd Tash

Friends of WildCare Sponsors:
Susan Andres, Strategic Mission Marketing Consulting; Bob Hill; Todd Jersey,

by Marge Gibbs

Many species of wildlife can be found right in our backyards, where they
have adapted well to life with humans. Hopefully we can adapt to living well with
them, too.
California Towhee
Your first awareness of a California
Towhee may be of them knocking
at your window or car mirror. These
common backyard birds often challenge
their own reflections. They are ground
foragers, like California Quail, but are
happy to take advantage of a backyard
feeder. Unlike quail, towhees nest in
trees and shrubs, where the young have
less chance of being found by pets.

Raccoon

From left: Cindy Testa-McCullagh, Arianna
Huffington, Karen Wilson and Suzanne Lyons.
Photo by Matt Powers

Todd Jersey Architecture; Supervisor
Charles McGlashan; Julie D. and Narendra Alexis Rocherolle; Seagate Properties, Inc.; SolarCraft; Sungold Litho;
Rod and Deborah Thompson; William
A. Werner and Patricia A. Zuch; Sandra
Weiss and Leonard Stevens; George
Zimmer

summer camps fill fast
Children are born naturalists.
WildCare’s Summer Camps give
children the chance to explore the
natural world through games, crafts,
experiments, exciting live animal
meetings and hikes.
The list of camps is on the back
page. To register, visit www.wildcarebayarea.org to download the
registration form, or contact Anya
by phone at 415-453-1000 ext. 12,
or email anya@wildcarebayarea.org.

Raccoons are thought to have
descended from an ancestor that was
very similar to a Ringtail, but evolved
in a different direction. Their diet
became more omnivorous, and they
learned to love water and seafood.
Raccoons don’t defend territory, and
can be highly social; this adaptation
allows them to tolerate large population
numbers when food is plentiful, as it is
in cities and suburbs.

Pacific Garter Snake
One of our most common snakes
can be found in a variety of habitats,
including both land and water. Neither
dangerous nor venomous, they will eat
amphibians, small birds and mammals.

Their varied diet and habitat has helped
them adapt to life with us.

Great Horned Owl
That traditional owl hoot that you
hear on TV and in the movies is none
other than the Great Horned Owl.
Found all over the United States, they
are extremely adaptable, and they live
in habitats from dense forests or deserts
to city parks and neighborhood trees.
Also sometimes called “Tiger” Owls,
they take large prey, and are, perhaps
the only animals to regularly eat skunks
– another backyard neighbor!

Earthworms
Earthworms are not native, but
they are very beneficial in our gardens,
where leaf duff is considered unsightly.
In lawns and flower beds they aid in the
movement of water, and incorporate
organic material that makes more
nutrients available. Many neighborhood
birds feast on them when the worms
come to the surface during the rain
to avoid drowning. In the woods
earthworms are not beneficial. They eat
through the important “duff” layer and
destroy it too quickly.

California Towhee, photo
by Tom Grey; Raccoons at
a feeding station, photo by
Lisa Parker; Pacific Garter
Snakes, photo by Melanie
Piazza; Great Horned Owl,
photo by Cathy Ortiz; earthworms, photo by David Taylor

leave a legacy
Please include WildCare in
your will or estate plan. Tomorrow’s
wildlife will be better for it. Call
415.453.1000, ext.13. Thank you.
spring/summer 2010
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rats!
Baltimore Canyon in Kentfield is
one the prettiest places imaginable
for a spring hike. When Larkspur
Creek is engorged with storm runoff,
Dawn Falls is still running, and the
trees are coated with lush moss.
Hike along the fire road. If you
take the Hoo-Koo-E-Koo Trail
you can hike up through a mix of
chaparral and mixed evergreen
forest to Blithedale Ridge, with great
views of the bay.
If you choose the Dawn Falls
Trail, you’ll find the waterfall and
Larkspur Creek, where you can look
for young steelhead and Pacific Giant
Salamanders in the deeper pools.
Western Trillium and Fetid
Adder’s Tongue flowers love the
dark, moist areas along the creek.
The flowers of the Fetid Adder’s
Tongue has the distinct odor of raw
hamburger, hence the name “fetid,”
attracting flies as its pollinators.
Baltimore Canyon is home to
bats and birds, bobcats and coyotes,
lizards and salamanders, insects
and flowers. If you are lucky you may
spy a Great Horned Owl, or see the
amazing Pileated Woodpecker, the
largest woodpecker in most of North
America. Its loud ringing calls and
huge, rectangular excavations in
dead trees announce its presence in
the forest.
The leaves of the Trail Marker
Plant are shaped like an arrow,
and are a fuzzy white color on the
underside. Turn a leaf over and point
it in the right direction, and you have
a perfect way to mark your way
through the forest!
Directions: From Magnolia
Avenue in Kentfield, go west on
Woodland Road, turn left onto
Evergreen Drive and follow it uphill
to Crown Road. The Southern Marin
Line Fire Road is at the end of
Crown Road.

wildcare 415.453.1000
415.453.1000
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Rodents breed all year long. Rodents are the dietary staple of almost
every land-based carnivore, so they have to be prolific. From nature’s point of
view, it’s a good biological strategy for those on the low end of the food chain.
A rodent’s teeth grow like our
fingernails. Gnawing is natural to
them; it maintains their teeth and is the
primary cause of damage to buildings.
Rats can make use of openings as small
as 1/4”, and enlarge them enough to
allow access for squirrels, skunks and
other species of wildlife. That is when
rodents can go from being a carnivore’s
delicacy to a home-owner’s nightmare.
Two species of rats can become
nuisances to us. They are the Black
Rat (Rattus rattus) and the Norway Rat
(Rattus norvegicus). Our only native rat,
the Dusky-footed Woodrat (Neotoma
fuscipes), shuns our homes, and prefers
its laboriously-engineered stick nests
out in the woods.
The Black Rat, also called the Roof
Rat, is the most common rat in Marin.
It is more arboreal than the Norway
Rat, also known as the Sewer Rat,
which is a larger rat that prefers to live
near water in underground burrows.

rats in the garden
Both species of these nocturnal
foragers are attracted to pet food, bird
seed fallen from feeders, and fruit fallen
from trees. Rats may establish nests
in many types of heavy shrubbery
and thickly matted plants. Wood and
lumber piles, storage boxes and sheds
frequently provide shelter and safety.

Rattus rattus is called the Black Rat, Roof Rat
and Tree Rat. Photo © 2004 Larry Jon Friesen

rats and rodenticides
Rodenticides are ineffective
because rats breed too quickly to be
managed by poisoning. Rodenticides
are dangerous poisons that can cause
secondary poisoning in species that
prey upon rats. Hawks, owls, bobcats,
raccoons, skunks and other carnivores
all depend on rodents for food. Pet cats
and dogs are also at risk.

rat control
Glue and snap traps, while not
toxic, like poisons, kill indiscriminately
and are inhumane means of death for
any species. Small birds, reptiles and
non-target mammals are all attracted to
the traps for the same reason the rats are.
Killing rats outdoors rarely solves
a rodent problem, because if the
attractive food sources remain, more
rats will find them. Keeping your home
and garden unfriendly to rats will allow
their natural predators to keep rodent
population numbers in balance.
To protect your home, the most
humane option is also the best one for
your resale value. Clean up and repair
your property so rodents can’t get in.
If you have questions or problems
about damage in or around your home,
our WildCare Solutions service can
help. Call 415-456-SAVE (7283).

Rattus norvegicus is called the Norway Rat,
Sewer Rat and Brown Rat. Photo by Dr. Antonio
J. Ferreira © California Academy of Sciences
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I Found a Baby Bird

Fact or Myth?

Wild birds live among us in our gardens and parks. Sometimes they
need our help and sometimes they don’t. How can you tell?

1. Birds can smell the scent of humans on
a baby that has been handled.
 Myth
❏ Fact ❏

Is the bird sick or hurt?
(Is it bleeding, unable to flutter its wings, are its wings drooping unevenly, is it weak or shivering, are
there insects on it, has it been attacked by a cat or dog?)
No

Call WildCare
415-456-SAVE (7283)

Yes

Yes

It’s a nestling

It’s a fledgling

It needs help! Can you find the nest? Is it intact?
Is the baby warm to the touch?

Hopping around on the ground is normal if the
parents are still feeding it. Is the bird safe from
cats, dogs and people?

No

Yes

No

Bring the
baby to
WildCare
Can you transport it
immediately?
Yes

Put the baby
in the nest
Observe from a distance for an hour. Are
the parents visiting
the nest?

No

Yes

No

Yes

Put the bird
in a bush or
on a nearby
tree limb.

Leave the
area
Baby is okay.

Watch from a distance for an hour. Are Yes
the parents nearby?
No

Call MHS
415-883-4621

Leave the area
Baby is okay.

Call WildCare
415-456-SAVE (7283)

If you need to bring an injured or orphaned bird to WildCare
1. Prepare a container. A shoebox with air holes
in the lid, lined with a small towel, works for most
songbirds.
2. Protect yourself. Even sick birds may try to
protect themselves with their beaks or talons.
Wear gloves if possible. Birds may have parasites or carry diseases. Wash your hands after
handling.
3. Put the bird in the box. Cover the bird with a
light cloth and gently put it in the shoebox.
4. Keep it warm. If the bird is cold, put one end
of the shoebox on a heating pad set on low.
spring/summer 2010

2. Birds recognize their babies’ voices and
will come when they call.
 Fact ❏ Myth
❏
Fact. Parent birds respond to the begging calls of their
young, and will feed them if they can reach their babies.

Is the bird feathered?
No

Myth. Birds’ sense of smell is not well understood, but
it is clear they show no fear of babies that have been
touched by humans.

5. If you can’t transport it immediately:
• Call the Marin Humane Society 415-883-4621
• Keep the bird in a warm, dark, quiet place.
• Do not give it food or water.
• Do not handle it.
• Keep children and pets away from it.
6. Transport the bird to WildCare. Keep it in
the shoebox, keep the car quiet (radio off, etc.).
7. Complete WildCare’s intake form. Provide
complete information on the circumstances of
your rescue. Provide your personal information
clearly in the event we need to contact you.

3. Birds carry diseases that can be transmitted to people.
 Fact ❏ Myth
❏
Fact. Birds can carry a number of parasites, bacterial,
fungal and viral infections that can affect people. If you
have handled a wild bird, you should wash your hands
and other objects the bird has been in contact with.

4. A bird that has been caught by a cat
should be let go if it can still fly.
Myth
❏ Fact ❏
Myth. Cats’ teeth cause nearly invisible puncture wounds
on their prey. The bacteria from their saliva in these
wounds can cause deadly infections 3-5 days later. Birds
caught by a cat should be brought to WildCare.

5. It is illegal to keep a wild animal without a permit, even if you are trying to care
for it and plan to release it.
 Fact ❏ Myth
❏
Fact. Wild animal care requires very specific skill and
knowledge sets. Wildlife rehabilitators are licensed by
the California Department of Fish and Game and the U.S.
Department of Fish ahd Wildlife to rehabilitate wildlife,
and are the only ones permitted to treat wild animals.
This ensures the best chance for their survival.

5. A licensed veterinarian can help you
treat an injured wild bird.
 Myth
❏ Fact ❏
Myth. Veterinarians are licensed to treat only domestic
animals. The California Department of Fish and Game
permits veterinarians to stabilize a wild animal for no
longer than 48 hours unless they are working under the
permit of a licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

6. Orphaned baby birds like to be cuddled
and talked to.
 Myth
❏ Fact ❏
Myth. They are terrified of us and think we are predators. Not being able to see or hear us helps calm them.
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nature education programs
Call 415-453-1000 ext.12 to register.

*

family adventures (see p. 3)

museum and
courtyard programs

Saturday mornings, 10am-noon, FREE
April 3, Muir Woods
Giants, Dragons and Slugs
May 22: Indian Valley Campus
What Lives in a Pond?
June 26: Pickleweed Park
Canal Family Shore Walk

wildlife ambassadors FREE

spring nature camp

*

Ambassadors in WildCare’s Courtyard
Pool bird feeding
daily at 12:30 & 4:30pm
Meet the Opossum
Mondays, 2pm; Wednesdays, 11am
Meet the Trainer
Tuesdays and Fridays, 11am;
Thursdays, 2pm
Meet the Raptor
Saturdays, 3pm

events
wildcare at earth stroll

*

Crissy Field, April 17, 10am-3pm
www.presidio.gov/calendar/earth
Call 415-561-7765 to register.

earth day creek clean up

*

Albert Park, April 24, 9am-12pm
www.cityofsanrafael.org

wildcare at international migratory
bird day

*

Muir Woods, May 8, 7:30am-2pm FREE
www.nps.gov/muwo/planyourvisit/events.htm
or call 415-388-2596 for information.

*

spring baby shower

WildCare, May 9, 2-4pm
Requested donation, $10 per family –
FREE to WildCare members

Kids Helping Wildlife, grades 1-2
April 12-16, 9am-3pm

summer nature camps
Animal Senses, ages 3-K
June 7-11, 9am-noon
Father Nature, ages 3-K
June 14-18, 9am-noon
FULL
California is a Wild Place, grades K-1
June 21-25, 1-4pm
FULL
California is a Wild Place, grades K-1
June 21-25, 1-4pm
Beautiful Bugs, grades 1-2
June 28-July 2, 9am-3pm
Helping Hands for Wildlife, grades 3-4
July 5-9, 9am-3pm
Feathers and Scales, grades 2-3
July 12-16, 9am-3pm
Wet and Wild, grades 1-2
July 19-23, 9am-3pm
FULL
*Outdoor Adventures, grades 5-7
July 19-23, 8:30am-2:30pm
*This camp is off-site at China Camp,
with an overnight on Thursday

wildlife rehabilitation
programs
new volunteer orientations
Orientation for adult volunteers is offered
annually in January. Other orientations and
basic skills classes may be added in the
summer. Please call WildCare or visit our
website for status updates on orientations and
new volunteer classes.

student volunteer orientations

Students ages 12-17 must be accompanied
by a parent at the orientation. Completed
application package (available on our
website) must be received one week prior to
orientation.

May 3, 7-8pm OR May 5, 7-8pm

classes for volunteers

105–Introduction to Baby Mammal Care
April 10,10:30am-12:30pm
202C–Captive Care for Corvids
May 19, 6:30-9pm
202D–Captive Care for Ducklings
April 17, 1:30-3pm
May 2, 1:30-3pm
203O - Introduction to Opossum Care
April 14, 6:30-8:30pm
203S - Introduction to Squirrel Care
April 21, 6pm-8pm
209– Introduction to the Med Room
April 27, 6:30-8pm
June 7, 6:30-8pm
221–Raccoon Rehabilitation
May 15, 1:30-3:30pm

Into the Woods, grades 2-3
July 26-30, 9am-3pm
Creatures of the Night, grades 1-2
August 2-6, 9am-3pm
FULL
Helping Hands for Wildlife, grades 4-5
August 9-13, 9am-3pm
Animal Athletes, ages K-1
August 16-20, 9am-3pm

*Pre-registration is required for all programs and events except those noted with an asterisk; call 415-453-1000.

Photo by Lorene Auvinen

Photo by Robert Bloomberg
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