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Dear Friends,
Fall was a busy time for WildCare. Now, like the
natural world around us, we embrace the slower rhythms
of winter, enjoy the rain, and take the time to review
and renew our commitment to our mission in which we
believe so strongly.
We welcomed a Northern Pacific Rattlesnake that
had literally been repossessed from its former “owners,”
who had the misguided (and illegal) idea that he would
make a good pet. With a good, warm, enriching home
here, he helps us educate visitors about this often misunderstood animal. You
may notice that I am not referring to him by name; we
are awaiting the results of our “Name the Rattlesnake”
contest. Thanks to all of you who submitted your suggestions for his new name. By the time you read this you
can visit our website to find out what his new name is!
Last September WildCare was proud to honor the
2009 recipient of the Terwilliger Environmental Award,
Jack Laws, a passionate and inspiring educator. We in- Our newest Wildlife Ambasvite you to join him on the trail this coming spring as he sador is a Northern Pacific
Rattlesnake. Visit him online
hosts one of our new Family Adventure programs at the at wildcarebayarea.org.
Las Gallinas Wildlife Ponds.
Photo by Tom O’Connell
In the last issue of the newsletter I reported on many of the goals of the last
year that we set out to achieve in our strategic plan. While impressive, there
is one rather formidable goal still ahead: to find a new location and facility for
WildCare. Over the last six years – with your help – we have upgraded almost
every inch of WildCare, but we are rapidly outgrowing our space. Our goal is
to find a new, larger location still accessible to the people of the County and the
Bay Area; a place where our high-stress patients can rehabilitate away from traffic; a place where we can offer our award-winning Terwilliger nature programs
on site. If you have ideas, or would like to help us find and fund this critical
need, please let me know.
The winning photography contest images featured in this issue celebrate the
best of our natural world, and our unbreakable connection to it. These photos
are a reminder, too, of how important it is to help people live well with wildlife.
Whether by raising an orphaned owl in our wildlife hospital, sharing a child’s
glimpse of a fleeting Jackrabbit on a trail, advocating for important wildlife
issues or helping homeowners with wildlife problems, WildCare will be there –
with your help.
As we approach the new year, we look back with thanks for your support
that has made so much possible, and forward to the challenges and opportunities ahead. All of us at WildCare wish you a joyous and peaceful holiday season,
and a healthy and prosperous 2010.

Karen J. Wilson
Exceutive Director
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WildCare Family Adventures
Join WildCare naturalists for a
Saturday out in nature the whole family can enjoy. We’ll look for butterflies,
flowers, birds and much more. All
programs are led in both English and
Spanish, and are free to the public.
Programs start at 10:00am at the
trailhead. If you prefer to caravan to
park locations, we’ll meet at 9:30am
at the Canal Alliance at 91 Larkspur
Street in San Rafael. For more information call (415) 453-1000x17 or email
juancarlos@wildcarebayarea.org.
December 12: Giants, Fungi and Slugs
Meet the tallest species of tree in
the world and search for ancient forest inhabitants such as Banana Slugs,
mushrooms and Trap Door Spiders.
Meet at the (unmarked) entrance to
Roy’s Redwoods on Nicasio Valley Road
near San Geronimo.
January 30: Rodeo Lagoon
Explore the trail around Rodeo
Lagoon and look for egrets, pelicans
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and elusive river otters. We’ll also go to
the beach where we can look for shells,
jellyfish and more. Meet at the Rodeo
Beach parking lot at the end of Bunker
Road in the Marin Headlands.
February 27: Cascade Canyon
Embark on a family adventure
to reach Cascade Falls. During our
expedition we’ll look for dragonfly
nymphs, caterpillars, woodpeckers and
trout. Meet at the park gate at the end
of Cascade Drive in Fairfax. (Parking
is extremely limited. Carpooling is
recommended.)
March 27: Nature Drawing at
Las Gallinas Ponds
Join Bay Area Naturalist John
Muir Laws and learn the basics of
drawing wildlife. We’ll learn to draw
birds, plants, landscapes and more. All
materials will be provided. Meet at the
Gallinas Ponds trailhead at the end of
Smith Ranch Road.
news and notes
continues on page 12

Tamalpais Bank is a great community partner for WildCare. This
year they sponsored our Living
with Wildlife Photography Contest,
which received 141 amazing and
beautiful photographs from throughout the Bay Area. As part of their
sponsorship, Tam Bank will send a
traveling exhibition of the top juried
photos from the contest through
various branches in the next several
months. A Photographers’ Opening
Reception will be held at the Norhgate branch on November 12, 2009.
WildCare is delighted to partner
with Tamalpais Bank on a project
that celebrates wildlife and the
creativity of all the humans who
share this glorious habitat. Their
sponsorship made this year’s
Photography Contest the best ever.
But this isn’t the first time Tamalpais Bank has helped WildCare.
We are also part of their Community Counts program, which allows
account holders to designate a nonprofit to receive a donation based
on their account balance.
This wonderful program allows
people to support WildCare at no
cost to them, just by opening or
holding an account at Tam Bank.
Tamalpais Bank also makes
their community rooms available to
non-profits, and WildCare’s Board
often meets in one of these convenient spaces as well.
Tamalpais Bank prides itself on
being a community bank, and we
are so glad to have them as part of
the WildCare community too.
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Coup d’Etat by Christine Hansen

2009 photography contest winners
Beautiful photographs! This year’s spectacular assortment of entries
shows glimpses of nature people rarely get to see, and a look into the secret (and
not-so-secret) lives of birds, mammals and insects. Our Grand Prize Winner
(above) is entitled Coup d’Etat by photographer Christine Hansen, but at WildCare
we like to think of it as Ninja Junco! It captures the importance of territory in the
lives of songbirds, and tells a dramatic story. These photos serve to remind us that
we are not alone on this beautiful earth. They inspire us to cherish and protect all
of its inhabitants.
With more than 140 entries
from which to choose, judging our
third annual photo contest was a real
challenge. Each of our three entry
categories, Bay Area Wild Animals
in Their Natural Settings, General
Nature and Living with Wildlife inspired
4 wildcare 415.453.1000

gorgeous, compelling and striking
images that showcased the beauty of
the Bay Area’s wildlife and wild lands.
The photographs judged to be the
top five in each category are listed and
shown in the gallery on page 5.

Presenting Sponsor Tamalpais Bank
will be hosting a traveling exibition of
the winning photos at their branches
in Marin County. Visit wildcarebayarea.
org/photocontest for a schedule.
We extend special thanks to
our hard-working professional
photographer judges, Farnum Alston,
Trish Carney, Frankie Frost, Caroline
James and Tim Porter, for contributing
their time and expertise.

Plan now to enter
WildCare’s 2010 competition!
winter 2009

Best In Show:
Coup d’ Etat (page 4)
Christine Hansen

Bay Area Wild Animals in
Their Natural Settings:
Snowy Egret Landing
Richard Pavek

Living with Wildlife:
California Quail Fluffing
Feathers (on the cover)
Christine Hansen

Yacht Club Morning by Evaristo Buendia-Carrera

General Nature:
Yacht Club Morning
Evaristo Buendia-Carrera
Snowy Eget Landing by Richard Pavek

People’s Choice:
Red-tailed Hawk Juvenile
Lisa Woldin

Angela Neal Grove

Red-tailed Hawk Juvenile by Lisa Woldin

Carmen Vargas
Christine Hansen
Mike Ryan

Jack Lam
Allan Saunders

Gordon Beebe

Joan Robins
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Laura Millholland

Don Moseman

Richard Pavek

Kelly Moore
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the value of the familiar
While some wildlife species are being driven to extinction by
the effects of human development, other species thrive in our company. It is no
coincidence that as human population grows, natural systems strive to keep the
balance. Inevitably the species we most often refer to as “nuisance” are those that
have learned to live with us. Can we learn to live well with them?
commensal species
Scientists refer to these as
commensal species – ones in a
relationship in which one organism
derives food or other benefits from
another organism without hurting or
helping it. But in fact, the animals that
thrive among us – raccoons, crows,
pigeons, rats, and even wasps and ants
– fulfill a valuable service to the balance
of nature. Nature is constantly evolving
and perpetually self-cleaning.

Raccoons
If you are saddened by the
declining populations of Giant
Pandas, or or are concerned about
the animals in the rainforest, consider
that the familiar Northern Raccoon

is a Procyonid, related to Kinkajous
and Olingos from South America and
Red Pandas of Asia. He may seem
just a nuisance to you, but if you saw
him in South America, he would look
more like a cat. Nor is this ubiquitous
furbearer invincible. In the 1920s,
when raccoon coats were all the rage,
raccoons were nearly extirpated.

Rock Doves
The birds commonly called pigeons
are a classic example of a species that
has adapted to human development.
It is no mystery that they like city life.
Wild Rock Doves often nest in crevices
in rocky Mediterranean cliffs. City
pigeons are domesticated versions of

the same birds, gone feral, and they’ve
learned to nest on skyscrapers, bridges
and other buildings.
Like many other commensal
species, we’ve taken advantage of rock
doves, too. We’ve used them for food
and as messengers. Again, even this
prolific species is not invincible. Its
close relative, the Passenger Pigeon,
was once the most common bird in
America, but commercial hunting on a
massive scale led to its total extinction
in the early 20th century.
Following their favorite food source
(dove), Peregrine Falcons are taking up
residence in cities, too, when they’re
able. It’s a heartening idea to think that
nature’s balance can restore itself.

Black-tailed Deer
The population numbers of this
large mammal were once kept under
control by natural predators like
wolves, mountain lions and human

If you have a wildlife question or problem, WildCare can help. Call 415-456-SAVE. If you have a pr
Black-tailed Deer love roses, fruit
trees and fruit. They have thrived in
suburbs because their predators –
mountain lions, wolves and coyotes
– have been suppressed. Are we brave
enough to let the big carnivores back in
to help? Photo by Trish Carney

Northern Raccoons love fruit, dog
food, fish, pizza, mice and rats. While
they may scatter wrapping around if
you let them into your trash, they are
the best possible clean-up crew, taking
care of the left-overs as well as the
rats. Photo by Sharon Ponsford
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Ravens and crows take advantage
of the same food sources that rats do
– discarded food scraps. Because they
operate during the day, they keep the
rat population under control by getting
to the food first. Photo by Dominique
Martel
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The complaints...
hunters. In areas where hunting is
allowed, deer avoid people, but even
in Yellowstone, where wolves have
been reintroduced, elk are learning to
seek safety near populated areas where
wolves are reluctant to attack.
In developed areas, large predators
and hunters would endanger human
lives, so suburban deer have no
enemies but cars, and enjoy lush food
sources in our watered gardens. As
for every species out of balance with
its environment, overpopulation will
increase the incidence of that other
great leveler: disease.

Rats

of pet food, surplus foodstuffs, waste
and bad habits. The more surplus we
provide, the more baby rats are born.
The value of rats to us is that they point
out what needs to be fixed.

Raccoons

The good news is that raccoons,
skunks, opossums, owls – well, almost
every carnivore, really – loves rats. A
large rat population supports a huge
percentage of the food chain. If we can
learn to live with even larger predators
like coyotes, they will help keep
smaller carnivores in balance. That may
happen, as coyotes move closer in to
cities and become more commensal
themselves.

Pigeons

There are a lot of them. They
take advantage of our pet food.
We can’t leave the cat door open
at night. They get into our trash.

There are a lot of them. They
nest and roost on our buildings
and leave unsightly droppings
below the roosts.

Deer
There are a lot of them. They
get into our gardens and eat
our roses and other decorative
plants.

Crows

Before Europeans introduced
Brown (Norway) and Black (Roof) Rats,
there was no rat “problem” in America.
Native rodents remained in balance
with native predators. Even now, the
native Dusky-footed Woodrat avoids
people, and is not a commensal species.
The rat problem was one we imported,
and now they are here to stay. If we
poison them we just poison ourselves.

Crows and ravens have had a
relationship with people as long as that
of domesticated dogs, and for a similar
reason. Hundreds of thousands of years
ago, big black birds were following
hunters and cleaning up the remains
they left. They became a symbol
of death, but thousands of years of
persecution didn’t stop them.

They serve as our trash collectors,
taking advantage of our abundance

It is said humans are the ones with
big brains. Can we improve our balance?

Rats
There are a lot of them. They
take advantage of the tiniest unrepaired spot in a structure and
enlarge it so other species can
get inside. They populate too fast
to be able to eradicate. They get
into our trash.

Crows

roblem with an animal on your property, call 415-453-1000, ext 23.
Rock Pigeons have adapted to
city life, taking advantage of buildings
and discarded human food. Now that
people no longer persecute raptors,
Peregrine Falcons are moving into
cities, too, following their food source.
Photo by Tom Grey

There are a lot of them. We
have many superstitions about
them. They’re loud and wake us
up at dawn. They get into our
trash.

How to live with...
Raccoons

Don’t feed them! Prevent all
access to food sources. Bring
pets in and close the pet door at
night. Securely seal trash cans
and clean up fallen fruit.

Pigeons
Don’t feed them! Install
pigeon-proofing over doors.

Deer
Everbody loves rats – well except
people, because we have little use for
them. The service they do is to show
us where our defenses need work. As
long as they are not inside, they are a
great meal for almost every other carnivore. Photo by JoLynn Taylor
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Don’t feed them! Limit their
favorite ornamentals to fenced
areas of your garden. Use deerproof plants in unfenced areas.

Crows
Don’t feed them! Securely
seal the trash cans. Buy ear
plugs!
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I just for fun I

Nature Activities

same skills that adults need to do their jobs
There are many ways to study nature subjects, and you may need skills like math, read- as teachers, scientists, writers, lawyers, artists, doctors and environmentalists.
ing, thinking and reasoning. These are the
Are you a good detective?
Use the code to decipher the answers to these questions:
1. I am a white bird that migrates to California for the winter. Here I find
fish in lakes and inlets, and scoop them up with my large beak.
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __ __
9 7 23 13 21 12 9 1
4 14 21 19 23 17 23 16 21 12 9 1
2. I am a tree-like shrub whose name means “little apple” in Spanish.
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
7 9 1 22 9 1 21 19 9
3. In the winter I fly all the way to Argentina so I can feast upon the
huge grasshoppers I find there.
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ‘__
__ __ __ __
8 4 9 21 1 8 20 1 8
14 9 4 24
4. I am a shrub that gets red berries in the winter. I look like holly so
some people think Hollywood was named after me. __ __ __ __ __
19 20 6 20 1

CODE:
A=9
J=18
S=8

B=5
K=24
T=19

C=12
L=16
U=3

D=2
M=7
V=11

E=23
N=1
W=4

F=10
O=20
X=15

G=25
P=17
Y=6

H=14
Q=26
Z=22

I=21
R=13

Are you good at Math? Help us make some nature predictions.
5. If a mushroom can grow 0.2
centimeters a day, how long does
it take a mushroom to grow to its
maximum height of 6 centimeters?
________ days
6. A Cedar Waxwing traveled 2,000
kilometers when he migrated. He
started his journey on August
15th and arrived at his winter
home on October 4th. How many
kilometers a day did the Cedar
Waxwing fly?
______ kilometers/day

7. During hibernation, a Ground
Squirrel lost 40% of her body
weight. She entered hibernation
weighing 700 grams. How much
weight did she lose?
_______ grams
8. Twelve Acorn Woodpeckers
made holes in a granary tree and
stored acorns there for the winter.
The tree has 600 holes. How many
acorns would each Acorn Woodpecker need to store?
________ acorns

9. Native Americans told Englishspeaking immigrants what they
called some animals. The words
sounded like this. Can you figure
out what we now call the animals?
a. a-pos-soun ______________
b. wu-chak
______________
c. a-ra-kun-em ______________
d. se-gan-kw
______________
e. co-yo-tl
______________

Miwoks and native plants
10. The Miwok people who lived in
California before European settlers arrived used the plants below
for insect repellant, baskets, fire,
food and soap. Can you guess
which plant was used for what?
a. Bay Laurel leaves (Laurus
nobilis) used for:
______________________
b. California Black Oak
acorns (Quercus kelloggii)
used for:
______________________
c. California Buckeye wood
(Aesculus californica) used
for:
______________________
d. Cattails (Typha spp.)
used for:
______________________
e. Soaproot (Chlorogallum)
used for:
______________________

Find the answers on page 14.
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patient gallery
Striped Skunk (#1248) was
brought to WildCare from Mill Valley
by Marin Humane Society officers on
August 21, entangled in four illegal leghold traps. He was anesthetized and
the traps removed from both front feet,
one rear leg and tail.
Miraculously, radiographs showed
only punctures, bruising and other soft
tissue damage, requiring antibiotic,
anti-inflamatory and pain medications.
When WildCare’s medical staffer Livia
Stone opened the cage door the following morning to check on his condition,
the ungrateful mustelid sprayed her
through the door of the cage. He had
eaten every last morsel of food and
made a total mess of the cage!
By September 4, his wounds and
swelling had healed. Patient #1248 was
returned to Mill Valley and released.
Northern Mockingbird (#3902)
was admitted to WildCare on June 14.
The fledgling had been caught by a cat,
suffered puncture wounds and ruptured air sacs, and was put on a course
of antibiotics. On July 18 he was
banded and released in Corte Madera
where he had been found.
On September 26, Northern
Mockingbird #4635 was admitted to
WildCare. An MHS officer rescued him
from a residential chimney in Corte
Madera and brought him to WildCare
with tail feathers damaged during
removal from the chimney. Here we
discovered the bird was wearing U.S.
Geological Survey band number 123298442, the band applied to mockingbird #3902 we had released on July 18.
The bird was transferred to passerine specialist Veronica Bowers, who
said, “Looks like I’ll have to integrate
chimney aversion therapy as part of
rehabilitation of young passerines.”
Veronica also requested that we
remind people that anyone finding a
dead banded bird should call the USGS
Bird Banding Lab (800-327-BAND) –
and should cap their chimneys!
winter 2009

Northern Raccoon (#1276)
was rescued near Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard in Kentfield on August 28.
The very young juvenile had suffered a broken jaw that had partially
healed. She was given an antibiotic,
an anti-inflammatory and pain medications, and after a few days, was
managing to eat a soft diet. Dr. Ken
Bacon of Central Marin Cat and Exotic Animal Hospital examined her
on September 3, and advised that
her jaw would need to be surgically
re-broken and wired into the correct
position. Surgery was peformed on
September 17, and her treatment was
continued off-site in foster care with
three other raccoons. Back outdoors
with others of her own kind, she
made a great recovery, eating everything the rest of the group did. Her
wire was removed on October 21
and she was returned to her group.
She will remain with them until they
are released together in early November.
Clapper Rail (#1332), an
endangered species, was found in
San Rafael on September 9, hiding
in bushes, unable to fly. The adult
male wetland bird was brought to
WildCare by Marin Humane Society
Officers.
Examination at WildCare revealed a dislocated left femur. He
was given pain medications, fluids,
food and was stabilized before being
transferred to the International Bird
Rescue & Research Center (IBRRC)
in Fairfield, an organization that
specializes in rehabilitating sea and
shore birds.
At IBRRC, their veterinarian
realigned the femur, and provided an
outdoor ward for walking and flying
practice. Within two weeks, patient
#1332 was using both legs normally
and was deemed healthy for release.
He was brought back to WildCare on
September 21 and released in a quiet
place where he had been found in
Novato.

#1248

Photo by Mary Pounder

#3902

Photo by Veronica Bowers

#1276

Photo by Melanie Piazza

#1332

Photo by Melanie Piazza
Visit our website to see a video of Clapper Rail #1332
being released. www.wildcarebayarea.org/patientupdates
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Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Photo by Anita Bock

Photo by Anita Bock

For another look at how WildCare’s programs help teachers meet the California Science Standards,
see page 8 – Just for Fun! Nature Activity pages are part of WildCare’s camps and field trips.

No Teacher Left Behind
by Juan-Carlos Solis, Director of Education
Education policies are changing, and with the adoption of the new
Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI), California is now poised to lead
the country. The EEI was signed into law in 2003, and is currently being tested
in 19 school districts around the state. EEI curriculum will significantly improve
environmental literacy for K-12 students, and provide a better framework for
integrating WildCare’s education programs into student’s education.
This initiative is a breakthrough for America’s formal education system, which
until now has done little to address environmental education in its standards
and curricula. But for teachers, access to environmental education programs still
remains a challenge, often due to the lack of time and funding for programs.
WildCare helps teachers provide environmental education by providing low-cost
environmental programs that meet California’s education standards.

California Standards on the Trail
It is a sunny morning in May, and
a group of 20 third graders gather
at the “Jack Rabbit” picnic site just
before their field trip at Spring Lake in
Sonoma County. Filled with excitement
they await the WildCare Nature Guide’s
final instructions: “Remember leader
always goes first… let’s go and explore
the trail, and see what we can find.”
For kids, nothing compares to
being out on the trail. It is here they
have a chance to go nose to nose with
some of the world’s most amazing
organisms. “Look, I see a scorpion,”
says one of the students as he looks
under a rock. The guide picks up the
10 wildcare 415.453.1000

scorpion with a spoon, puts it in a tray,
and explains: “… see the last segment
in a scorpion’s tail? It’s the stinger that
delivers the venom. It makes it easier
for the scorpion to subdue prey – like
a cricket – that can get away fast. It
would be hard for the scorpion to
survive without it.”
This is the moment when a student’s excitement in seeing a live scorpion provides a unique opportunity to
meet one of California’s specific science
standards for third grade, which is to
explain adaptations. In this case, it
shows how an adaptation may improve
the scorpion’s chance for survival.

Photo courtesy of Juan-Carlos Solis

California Science Standards are specific curriculum goals that teachers are required to meet for
each grade level. WildCare programs are designed to have children meet their California Science
Standards while exploring nature on their own terms. Botany, biology, geology and Native American
studies come to life when children realize they can interact with the world around them.

Wildlife on the Go
For teachers, WildCare’s classroom
programs are a great option if time and/
or budget prevent them from joining an
outdoor program. Classroom programs
introduce new environmental concepts,
and allow students to learn while using
more of their senses than they would in
a classroom lesson, as they experience
the visiting live animals and touch the
taxidermy specimens.
Shore Acres Elementary School
teacher Gema Shields of Pittsburg,
CA recently hosted one of WildCare’s
Nature Van programs. She remarked,
“Having the WildCare Nature Van
visit my second grade class was great
for my students. Seeing and touching
the [taxidermy specimens] reinforced
the differences between birds and
mammals.” (This is another specific
goal related to second grade California
Science Standards.) “They were able to
touch bird feathers and compare them
to the fur of a sea otter.”

Bridging the Budget Gap
Despite the fact that we live in
one of the wealthiest areas in the
country (and on earth), many Bay Area
winter 2009

Photo by Anita Bock

Photo by Holly Manley

Photo by Anita Bock

Photo by Holly Manley

I volunteer spotlight I

children lack access to environmental
education. Funding is one of the main
reasons. To help bridge this budget
barrier, WildCare offers scholarships
that require no paperwork. Schools
automatically qualify if at least 50% of
their students participate in the free/
reduced lunch program.
Last year, about one-third of the
13,000 schoolchildren WildCare served
came with a scholarship.

Looking to the Future
In the end, we follow the lead of
Elizabeth Terwilliger, and share the
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hopes of many teachers that today’s
environmentally conscious children will
grow to be environmentally responsible
adults, committed to a more sustainable
society. Making it easier for teachers to
integrate environmental education in a
child’s basic education is a large part of
WildCare’s greater mission.
WildCare is prepared to support teachers further
by providing programs individually tailored to
the needs of a specific class. We will be happy to
design a program for your class that fully meets
the new curriculum standards and is within
reach of your school’s budget. Call 415-4531000, ext. 12.

Sonza Van Herick first volunteered at WildCare in 1993 in the
songbird ward, but after a short time,
she realized the hospital was not
where her skills and talents would
be most useful. A love of animals
prompted her to donate time to the
Marin Humane Society and Guide
Dogs for the Blind. In 2006, Sonza
was reminded of WildCare’s need
when she saw our recruitment
poster. She attended an orientation,
and realized a lot had changed in
13 years. WildCare had grown into
an organization that could use skills
in many different areas. For Sonza,
database work was the right fit.
Our statistical records are important to us. WildCare is licensed
by the California Department of Fish
& Game and the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and we are required to
report our annual patient statistics
at the end of each year. Even more
importantly, the ability to monitor our
success rate with more than 200
species allows us to identify areas
that need improvement. Accuracy
and thoroughness are critical to
database work, and Sonza is a star
in this area.
Sonza had to learn to use our
FileMaker database, and to learn to
read patient charts with handwriting
that could sometimes make a doctor
proud. She is conscientious and
dedicated, and has taken on responsibility for the whole project, never
wanting to see those “yellow sheets”
piling up in the “in” box.
Sonza still volunteers with Guide
Dogs as well as WildCare.
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raptors take flight!
The Olema Raptor aviary is well on its way to recovery, thanks to
the combined efforts of the WildCare family of volunteers, staff and our fabulous
donors who made it all possible! To everyone who made this happen – and that
includes every member, donor and organization that helps WildCare do ALL
the work we do – thank you! Here are some photos of the work crew taken by
Melanie Piazza. Watch for grand opening event in WildCare’s eNews.

I news & notes I
from page 3

January Volunteer Orientations
The annual orientations for new
volunteers in our Wildlife Hospital will
happen on January 23 and 24, 2010,
followed by our extended series of
training classes.
If you would like to help feed and
care for the wild animals in our hospital, this will be your only opportunity
this year.
Being a WildCare Wildlife Hospital
volunteer gives you the chance to work
directly with injured and orphaned
wildlife. Don’t miss this once-a-year
chance to learn about this amazing
volunteer opportunity and sign up to
help!

Keeping the Wild from the Wild
WildCare Solutions recently made
a visit to the Oakland Zoo, not on a
busman’s holiday, but to help keep the
wild from the wild, so to speak. The
Zoo thought they had detected incur12 wildcare
winter
2009 415.453.1000

sions into their animal enclosures,
and enlisted WildCare’s assistance to
identify what might have made those
incursions, and to prevent further
problems – to keep wild animals coming from outside the enclosures from
getting at the wild animals inside the
enclosures. As a professional courtesy,
WildCare Solutions provided exactly
what you might expect from them –
solutions.

Roadkill Observation
UC Davis’ Road Ecology Center
(roadecology.ucdavis.edu) and Information Center for the Environment
(http://ice.ucdavis.edu) invite you to
join our cadre of Roadkill Reporters
on the California Roadkill Observation System at http://wildlifecrossing.
ucdavis.edu.
Using this website, you can report
roadkills you observe anywhere in the
state, helping all of us to understand
the causes of roadkill and how we can
reduce the collisions between ani-

mals and vehicles. Roadkill is a major
cause of mortality for many animals in
California, but designing appropriate
management responses takes political support, money and knowledge of
where and how to act. Roadkill data
are an important part of that equation,
and we invite you to join us in collecting this information.

Environmental Forum
On September 29 WildCare hosted
a full-day session of the Environmental Forum of Marin (EFM) focused on
California Habitats, which included a
tour of our wildlife hospital for participants.
Speakers included WildCare’s own
Director of Education, Juan-Carlos
Solis, Dr. Michael Ziccardi, Director of
the Oiled Wildlife Care Network and
Ann Bauer, Director of Education at the
Marine Mammal Center.
The Environmental Forum of
Marin’s Sustainable Earth Forum is
news and notes
continues on page 14
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I mrs. t’s corner I

all that rain promises...
by Marge Gibbs, Nature Van Naturalist
In autumn, plants drop their leaves to conserve energy. Animals eke out
what little moisture they can find in leaves, or move to places where they can
still find a little water left in streams or ponds. But with the first rains come the
promise of food, water and renewal. Where do all those fallen leaves go, anyway?

slime molds

the decomposers
Decomposition is the answer,
but it doesn’t happen by itself. Trees
and plants decompose into a mix of
water, mineral and living matter, and
gradually turn into soil with the help
of microbes. Leaves contain cellulose
and lignin, which are hard for insects to
digest. Bacteria and fungi soften them,
removing the tannins and breaking
them down into small, easy-to-eat
pieces. Insects take over, add feces,
and decaying matter transforms into
fertile topsoil ready to support plant
life. And it all starts with a little water.
In the suburbs where voracious
European earthworms have been
introduced, this process is very rapid.
In the forests, the job is done by other
microbial organisms that work at a
much slower pace. Fungi and slime

A decaying log seems an unlikely
place to find one of nature’s most
extraordinary creatures, but if you
search carefully, especially after a period
of rainy weather, you might find some
amazing organisms called slime molds.

molds are just two of these workers,
and are some of the most interesting
and beautiful organisms to look for
during a walk in the woods.

fungi

Slime molds, or myxomycetes,
are not molds. They are protists,
related to protozoans and algae. Their
reproductive fruiting bodies come in
diverse forms and colors, and contain
the spores by which they reproduce.

Mushrooms are the reproductive
structures or “fruit” of certain fungi.
The part of the fungus that digests
nutrients is underground – a web
of threads called mycelium. Fungi
produce enzymes that break down
organic matter into chemicals that are
absorbed through their cell walls.
Mycorrhizal fungi form a symbiotic
relationship with the roots of plants
where nutrients are exchanged. Some
plants depend on this relationship to
survive.

Unlike fungi, which have more
plant-like characteristics, slime molds
have qualities normally associated with
animals. Slime molds can move. For
most of its life, a slime mold exists as a
thin, free-living mass of protoplasm. As
it moves, it feeds on bacteria and tiny
bits of organic matter.

Look for these fascinating decomposers. Top left: Turkey Tail (Stereum hirsutum) © Br. Alfred Brousseau, Saint Mary’s College; middle: Witches Butter
(Tremella mesenterica) The scientific name means: “Treme” – to tremble; and “mesentery” – small bowel; right: Bird’s Nest Fungus (Crucibulum laeve)
The force of a single raindrop can splash the spore “eggs” out of the nest as far as seven feet away. Kent Loeffler, © Cornell University

Above left: Dog vomit slime mold (Physarum polycephalum) The yellow blob is a huge single cell containsing millions of nuclei. This giant cell moves, but
only at a top speed of 1 mm per hour! Center, fruiting body of a slime mold; right: brown slime mold, covering the limb of a redwood tree.
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I news & notes I
from page 12

Terwilliger Environmental Award

an 18-week educational opportunity
for adults, focusing on sustainability,
ecology, human impacts on the environment, resource management, and
citizen-based community action. The
underlying philosophy of EFM is that
any decision – governmental, educational or personal – is a better decision
when made by an informed individual.
For more information and a full description of the 2009-2010 Sustainable
Earth Forum program, we invite you to
visit www.marinefm.org.

2009 Terwilliger Environmental
Award winner Jack Laws is an educator
who has made a significant impact on
Bay Area environmental education. On
Friday, September 18 in the WildCare
Terwilliger Center Courtyard, Jack was
presented with the award, a $2,000
prize to use to continue his work.
Do you know an environmental
educator who has made an impact on
people’s lives? Nominations are now
being accepted for the 2010 Terwilliger
Environmental Award. Visit our web-

site to see a list of previous years winners and download a nomination form
to recommend next year’s recipient.

Just for Fun
Answers to the questions are, 1.
American While Pelican; 2. Manzanita;
3. Swainson’s Hawk; 4. Toyon; 5. 30;
6. 40; 7. 280; 8. 50; 9a. opossum; 9b.
woodchuck; 9c. raccoon; 9d. skunk;
9e. coyote; 10a. Insect repellant; 10b.
food; 10c. fire; 10d. baskets; 10e. soap.
How many did you get right?

WildCare Autumn Gallery
It’s all about the photos in this
issue, so we thought we’d share a
sampling of some of the shots taken at
some WildCare events this fall. If you
have been getting WildCare’s monthly
eNewsletter, you may have already

seen some of these and read about the
events. If we don’t have your email
address, you can sign up at wildcarebayarea.org. You can also follow us on
Twitter and look for us on Facebook
and YouTube. We’re everywhere!

Iron Springs Pub and Brewery in Fairfax hosted
Give-Back Tuesday for WildCare in August and
Rickey’s in Novato held a similar benefit on
Wednesday, November 11.

Our Nature Guide orientation on August 15 produced 15 new Nature Guides who graduated on October 10, ready to hit the trails! The next Nature Guide orientation will be held on January 9 at 11am at
WildCare. Photo by Marge Gibbs

The Environmental Forum spent the day at Wildcare on September 29. Photos above and below
by JoLynn Taylor

Terwilliger Environmental Award winner Jack Laws performed the “jumping-spider dance” with former Nature Guide Candace Hale at the presentation
ceremony on September 18. The spiders dance in courtship displays. A fruit fly imitates the motions and patterns to get the spider to display. While the
spider is in mid-show, the fly escapes! This was not a planned part of the program, but environmental educators JUST HAVE TO EDUCATE!

14 wildcare 415.453.1000
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segonkw: an american original
The Abenaki Indians called him a name that sounded to the European
explorers like “segankw” or “segongw.” Europeans gave him the Latin name
Mephitis mephitis from the Latin word “mephit,” which means “bad odor.”
(Apparently they considered it doubly bad!) Other names for the skunk include
American polecat, smell-cat and stink-cat. The skunk is in a family all its own:
Mephitidae. But whatever you call him, a skunk by any other name would smell,
well, like a skunk.

susceptible to distemper, another viral
disease that causes central nervous
system (CNS) disorders and death.
It is often mistaken for rabies. It
can devastate populations of wild
carnivores when animals live in close
proximity to one another.

butyl mercaptan

There are many instances of
skunks living in close contact with
humans under sheds, decks, houses
and even in garages, without ever
spraying their human hosts or causing
any trouble whatever. They are
nocturnal, and generally shy.

Almost everyone (except, famously,
dogs) has learned to give segankw a
wide berth because we’ve learned to
respect the unique pungent odor of
butyl mercaptan a skunk can accurately
shoot up to ten feet when severely
threatened. They are not aggressive
animals. Usually a skunk will run from
a fight and not use its scent glands
unless absolutely necessary. For one
thing, it takes them some time to
recharge once they’ve emptied their
barrels, so to speak. To avoid being
sprayed is simple. Leave them alone.
There’s good reason to let them do
their job being skunks, too. They are
adept diggers, and often eat vegetation,
small invertebrates like insects, and
smaller vertebrates such as snakes,
birds and rodents.
The great naturalist and writer
Ernest Thompson Seton suggested
that the striped skunk was the proper
emblem of America.
“It is, first of all, peculiar to this
continent,” he wrote. “It has stars on
its head and stripes on its body. It is
an ideal citizen; minds its own business, harms no one, and is habitually
inoffensive, as long as it is left alone;
but it will face any one or any number when aroused. It has a wonderful
natural ability to take the offensive; and
no man ever yet came to grips with a
skunk without being sadly sorry for it
afterward.”

Feeding wild animals causes problems for everyone. Wildlife does not need our help, just our
respect. Photo by Heather Barton, top, Anonymous, below.
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Skunks and Rabies
While everyone worries about
rabid raccoons, skunks and bats are the
main carriers of the virus in California.
People are very unlikely to approach a
skunk, but if they did, the skunk’s main
defense isn’t a bite. This does, however,
build an excellent case for making sure
your dog is vaccinated!
Any mammal, (with the possible
exception of the opossum, which is
thought to have too low a metabolism
to support the virus) can get rabies,
including people. This is one good
reason not to feed wildlife.
Feeding wildlife (whether
inadvertently by leaving trash cans
unsecured, or purposely leaving pet
food out at night) causes problems
other than rabies. Skunks are highly

With a little acceptance and
understanding, you can live well with
skunks. In fact, you have been all
along. Just don’t startle them.

About that scent...
If cornered by a persistent
attacker, the skunk will arch its
back, raise its fur and stick its tail
straight up into the air. This makes
the skunk appear to be bigger and
more ferocious.
Before it sprays, a skunk may
also stamp its feet as a warning. As
a last measure, the skunk will turn
its face and tail toward the attacker,
in a sort of U shape, and shoot
streams of butyl merccaptan from
glands on either side of its anal
area. This fluid can burn the eyes
and nose of the attacker and even
cause nausea.
Skunk smell cannot be washed
off with tomato juice, ammonia or
gasoline. These just mask the odor.
A suggested treatment for odor
removal is:
1 quart 3% hydrogen peroxide
¼ cup of baking soda
1 teaspoon of liquid soap
The peroxide and baking soda
neutralize the odor; the soap removes the oil that holds the smell.
This solution may bleach hair and
other objects.
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I schedule of events I

Winter 2009

Museum and
Courtyard Programs

104–Captive Care for Wildlife
Saturday, March 13, 1-5pm
Tuesdays, March 16 and 23, 6-8pm
Saturday, March 20, 1-5pm

Wildlife Ambassadors*
Ambassadors in the Courtyard
Interpretive Pool Bird feeding daily
at 12:30 & 4:30pm FREE
Meet a Wildlife Ambassador
Wednesdays at 11am
Saturdays at 3pm
Ambassador Enrichment Demonstration
Mondays at 2pm

Hungry Owl Project
Marin Art and Garden Center

Evening with Owls
November 20, 6-9:30pm, $75
Register online at wildcarebayarea.org or
call 415-898-7721

Nature Education Programs
Call 415-453-1000 ext. 12 to register.

Photo by Margaret Elliott

Winter Nature Camps
December 21-23 , 9am-3pm
Nature Detectives, grades K-1
December 28-30, 9am-3pm
The Big Chill, grades 1-2

Wildlife Rehabilitation
Programs

Terwilliger Nature Guide
Orientation
January 9, 2010, 11am-12:30pm

Orientation for Adult Volunteers FREE
January 23 or 24, 1-2:30pm
Call 415-453-1000 ext. 21 to register.

Family Adventures*

Training Classes for Volunteers

Saturday mornings, 10am-noon, FREE
December 12
Roy’s Redwoods: Giants, Fungi, Slugs
January 30
Rodeo Lagoon: Birds and Beachcombing
February 27
Cascade Canyon: Waterfall Expedition
March 27
Las Gallinas Ponds: Nature Drawing

Series of four classes $40
Class fee includes one-year WildCare
membership
101–Basic Clinic Skills
Saturday, January 30, 1-5pm
Tuesdays, February 2 and 9, 6-8pm
Saturday, February 6, 1-5pm
102–Birds
Saturday, February 13, 1-5pm
Tuesdays, February 16 and 23, 6-8pm
Saturday, February 20, 1-5pm
103–Mammals
Saturday, February 27, 1-5pm
Tuesdays, March 2 and 9, 6-8pm
Saturday, March 6, 1-5pm

Events
WildCare Gala
Mill Valley Community Center
Friday, February 5, 7-11pm
Call 415-453-1000 ext. 13

New Volunteer Orientations

Photo by Becky Wilson

Wildlife Conferences
California Council for Wildlife
Rehabilitators Symposium 2009
The Cliffs Resort, Pismo Beach, CA
November 20-22
415-541-5090 www.ccwr.org

National Wildlife Rehabilitators
Association Symposium 2010
Hyatt Regency Bellevue, WA
March 9-13
320-230-9920 www.nwrawildlife.org

*Pre-registration is required for all programs and events except those noted with an asterisk; call 415-453-1000.

