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Dear Friends,
It’s been an entire year since WildCare’s most recent
strategic plan was adopted by our board of directors.
Intended to guide WildCare for five years, it is an
ambitious plan, rooted in our collective commitment to
show people how to live well with wildlife. I believe you
will find our achievements impressive and inspiring.
Goal: Increase the reach and effectiveness of
our advocacy programs to protect wildlife for a
sustainable world.
Our latest, and arguably our greatest, advocacy achievement is featured in
the “Hold the Poison” article on page 12. WildCare requested – and secured
– real, new and substantive protections for wildlife in the County of Marin’s
updated Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Policy. We believe these protections
can be a model for IPM policies throughout and beyond California.
Goal: Enhance and expand our ability to rescue, rehabilitate and
restore wildlife to their natural habitats.
In May, WildCare launched the Pitcairn Wildlife Emergency Service that
enables us respond to large-scale wildlife emergencies at disaster sites. Never
was the need for this type of service more evident than during the aftermath of
the Cosco Busan oil spill. Our new ability to provide triage medical care where
emergencies happen will save countless wild lives threatened by oil, fire, flood
and other disasters. See page 10 for more...
Our Wildlife Solutions Service continues to expand –
most recently with the staff addition of Winnie Kelly. Winnie
has extensive experience in working with wildlife to ensure
humane, practical solutions while addressing nuisance
wildlife issues. WildCare’s Volunteer Program is enhanced
by the addition of Melisa Williams, who will recruit our
all-important volunteers, and provide them with the best
volunteer experiences possible.
Goal: Increase the impact and reach of our nature
education programs.

Winnie Kelly, Wildlife
Solutions Specialist

We are proud of the impact our Terwilliger Nature
Education programs have had on the Bay Area’s school
children. Now our new “Families in Nature” program (see
page 3) partners with other community organizations to
provide entire families with fun and educational experiences
in nature. Our first “Families” event is August 29th.
Because of your support, WildCare has been able to
carefully weather the current economic storm. My heartfelt
thanks to all of you who have given and continue to give
Melisa Williams,
your time, talent and donations during this difficult time.
Because of you, we will emerge stronger and more vibrant Volunteer Manager
than ever. Just look at what we have accomplished in the last
year!
Sincerely,
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I news & notes I
families in nature
WildCare’s new Nature Education
program series, “Families in Nature,”
encourages families to enjoy nature
around the Bay Area with WildCare
naturalists. All programs are free and
meet Saturday mornings at 10 am.
Meeting locations are listed below; if
you need further directions, please call
Anya at 415-453-1000, ext. 12.
• August 29 - Wildlife at Las Gallinas
Ponds Look for hawks, several species of waterfowl and, with some
luck, American White Pelicans.
We’ll also look for River Otters that
can often be seen swimming in the
ponds. Meet at Las Gallinas Ponds
trail head off Smith Ranch Road
about 0.8 mile from the McInnis
Park entrance.
• September 12 - Ring Mountain Walk
Look for birds, insects, spiders,
plants and the rocks that make up
this unique ecosystem. We’ll also
visit the site of an ancient kitchen
used by local American Indians
over 2000 years ago. Meet at Ring
Mountain gate off Paradise Drive,
1.5 miles from Hwy 101 in Corte
Madera.
• October 31 - Owl Pellets and the Stories
They Tell at Miwok Meadows We’ll provide Halloween treats and magnifying lenses to identify the skulls and
bones found in owl pellets! Meet
at Miwok Meadows Campground
in China Camp State Park about 3
miles from Hwy 101 off North San
Pedro Road.
• November 14 - Explore Baltimore Canyon Park Take a stroll and look for
wildlife in various habitats, including a redwood forest and chaparral.
Meet at the Crown Road Trailhead
at the end of Crown Road, off
Evergreen Drive near Ridgecrest, in
Kentfield.

wildlife of the gulf of farallones
Join WildCare’s Director of Education and naturalist extraordinaire JuanCarlos Solis on Saturday, September 26
to visit the Gulf of Farallones National
Marine Sanctuary, and look for marine wildlife on a field trip created in
autumn 2009

I local heroes I
collaboration with Oceanic Society
Expeditions.
The waters of the Gulf are teaming with marine life, and are home to
several species of marine mammals
and seabirds during the summer
and fall. Common Gulf visitors are
Humpback Whales, several species
of dolphins, California Sea Lions,
and the threatened Steller’s Sea Lion.
Seabirds found near the Farallones
include Black-footed Albatross, Sooty
Shearwaters, Rhinoceros Auklets and
Tufted Puffins.
Families are welcome with children ages 10 to 15; an adult must accompany youths under 15 years. Advance reservations and payment are
required for this all-day trip departing from San Francisco at 7:30am and
returning at 4pm. WildCare Members
$110/Non-Members $120; for reservations and detailed field trip information, call 415-453-1000 ext. 12.

terwilliger environmental award
Join WildCare staff, board and
volunteers to celebrate the 100-yearanniversary of Mrs. T’s birth on
Friday September 18, 4-6pm in
the WildCare Terwilliger Center
Courtyard. The 2009 Terwilliger
Environmental Award winner will
be honored at this special event. The
award recipient is an educator who
has made a significant impact on
Bay Area environmental education,
and will be presented with a $2,000
award to use to continue his/her
work.
Nominations were submitted by
individuals, schools, school districts,
and other environmental or educational organizations for review by
WildCare’s selection committee.
news and notes
continues on page 11

That’s Amore!
It’s a song title, it’s Italian for love,
and it’s the best of what WildCare
would like to say about Ambrosia
Pizza and Pasta and owner Mark
Lesley, our hero. He has given
love, bocce and pasta to WildCare
since 2002, when he fielded a
team in WildCare’s first Italian
Bocce Festival, inspiring all event
participants and organizers with a
generous donation of his mother’s
lasagna and Caesar salad. His
incredibly winning team took the field
in nearly all of the years the Festival
ran, and he retired the final winning
trophy at the last Festival in 2006.
Fortunately for all of us, Mark
had still more love in his heart and
more food in his kitchen, and he
continues to share both with WildCare. It is now his mother’s scrumptious lasagna that warms the hearts
of WildCare’s volunteers each year
at our annual Volunteer Appreciation event, where we celebrate their
continuing contributions to the work
of WildCare. With unending gratitude we thank Mark Lesley for his
continuing, delicious and meaningful
contributions from his local business
to ours – now both known far and
wide.
Mark is also a wine aficionado,
and offers his customers an extraordinary wine list by the glass, along
with low prices for generous portions. Visit Ambrosia Pizza, Pasta
and Wine on Magnolia Avenue in
Larkspur near College of Marin or
check out his website for a peek at
the menu. www.ambrosia-menu.com
Mille grazie, Mark!
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Coastal migrants like the male Northern Harrier
(left) and residents like the White-tailed Kite
(above) can often be seen in the Marin Headlands during the fall hawk migration. Photos by
Don Moseman (left) and George Eade (above).

life on the fly
The San Francisco Bay Area is one of the richest areas of biodiversity in
North America. It is heavily populated by people of many different ethnic groups
who enjoy the great variety of resources it offers. The gentle climate, ocean, salt
marshes, hills and mountains, forested areas, fresh water ponds and reservoirs,
rich lush streams, sunny meadows, fertile valleys and riparian corridors all contribute to the attraction of the place that we call home. Tourists from all over the
world flock to enjoy it, too. But not all of the inhabitants here are humans, and
neither are all of the tourists.

the Bay Area are a hot spot for migrating seabirds too. One of them, the
Sooty Shearwater, is the world’s second
longest distance migrant, covering over
10,000 miles every year. They breed in
New Zealand and most of their population of about 30 million travels to the
Northern Hemisphere to feed during
the boreal summer.

a tourist hot spot

a dangerous journey

The Bay Area lies in the middle of
the Pacific Flyway (one of four major
migration routes in North America) and
it’s a hot spot for migratory bird activity
during the spring and fall. About 80%
of all North American birds are migratory, and seasonal movement to different locations is essential for survival.
Songbirds, flycatchers, raptors,
swifts and hummingbirds form the
majority of the migratory birds on
land, while shorebirds, geese, ducks
and seabirds are the majority along the
San Francisco Bay estuary and adjacent
coastal waters.

overland migrants
Among the most intriguing migrants are songbirds called Wood Warblers. Their voyages are truly amazing
considering that most of them weigh
less than one-half ounce. The Blackthroated Gray Warbler makes a roundtrip journey of about 5,000 miles from
the mountains of Southern Mexico to
the Bay Area.
Also, most of their journey takes
place at night – a significant accom4 wildcare 415.453.1000

plishment for an otherwise diurnal bird
– and scientists still aren’t certain just
how they navigate.
Raptors comprise another large
group of land migrants. Every fall
hundreds of raptors from as many as
19 species fly over the Bay Area to their
wintering grounds up and down the
Americas. For some, like Swainson’s
Hawks, it is an incredible journey of
more than 6,000 miles that will take
them from North America to the Argentinean pampas, where they’ll feast on
insects for most of the austral summer.

coastal migrants
The San Francisco Bay Estuary is an
oasis where several species of migratory birds can refuel and seek temporary shelter. One of the most abundant
birds in the estuary during the winter
is the Surf Scoter. Twenty percent of
the Southern Pacific Flyway Surf Scoter
population winters in the San Francisco
Bay Estuary after breeding in shallow
lakes in Alaska and Canada.
Migrants through Northern California are not limited to land and the
Estuary. The waters just offshore from

Each bird’s journey is filled with
countless hazards and adverse conditions. Many of these are the result of
human activities. At WildCare we treat
hundreds of migratory birds every
year, and get first-hand experience
with the dangers they must face.
A report released on March 19,
2009 by United States Interior Department Secretary Ken Salazar indicates
that nearly one-third of America’s
native bird species are endangered,
threatened or in decline because
of habitat loss, pollution and other
threats. This is of grave concern in the
Bay Area (and in other migratory stopovers) because migratory birds have
expended extreme amounts of energy
just to get here and need healthy habitats to survive.
This report, The State of the Birds,
was published by The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS). It is the
result of an unprecedented partnership
between government wildlife agencies
and conservation groups. The results
are sobering – bird populations in
many habitats are declining – a warn-
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This spring, a Black-throated Gray Warbler flew
into a window while flying through San Francisco. After a few hours of rest in an oxygen
chamber, she was released to continue her long
journey to Mexico. Photo by Tom Grey

Surf Scoters are ocean ducks that migrate to the
Bay Area to feed in winter. They comprised 80%
of the birds that suffered in the Cosco Busan oil
spill in 2007. Photo by Alison Hermance

ing signal of the failing health of our
ecosystems.

rodents there are frequently burned.
Birds can be 100 times more
sensitive to pesticides than mammals. Pesticide exposure can come from
ingestion, inhalation or contact with
the skin.
Between 10,000 and 40,000 birds
may be killed each year at wind farms.
Collisions with planes and cars,
Salmonellosis at bird feeders, hunting,
lead poisoning, wastewater pits and
even acid rain all take a toll.
It seems a miracle to see goldfinches at a bird feeder.

examining the causes
Loss of habitat is the primary challenge, but significant secondary causes
create a cumulative effect that results in
the decline of many species.
By-catch from fishing threatens
extinction to more than 23 species of
seabirds, one of them, the Black-footed
Albatross, has recently experienced
significant population declines.
Trash, especially marine debris,
kills by ingestion and entanglement.
Oil spills from aircraft, motorboats and other sources can cause loss
of waterproofing, dehydration and an
inability to fly or hunt. Ingested oil is
toxic, and causes anemia and death.
A conservative estimate of birds
killed by domestic and feral cats is
one billion birds annually.
Communication towers affect
more than 231 species of neo-tropical
migratory songbirds when they fly into
towers or guy wires, attracted by the
lights. The USFWS estimates between 5
and 50 million birds are killed annually.
Glass windows and lighted buildings are both daytime and nighttime
hazards for birds; as many as one billion birds are estimated to have been to
be affected by these hazards; more than
225 species have been documented.
Methane gas burners over landfills are used to burn off dangerous
gasses; vultures and raptors that hunt
autumn 2009

Hinton, a Swainson’s Hawk, was injured as a
nestling. She lost her eye as a result of the injuries, and could not be released. She is now one
of WildCare’s Wildlife Ambassadors, and helps
people to understand and respect wildlife.

miracles can happen
It is a bleak picture, but all is
not lost yet. “Conservation can really work,” observes Salazar. Efforts to
restore nesting and feeding grounds,
ban pesticides and halt development in
wetlands and other migratory stopovers
have resulted in conservation success
stories for a number of species of birds,
including California’s Brown Pelicans,
Peregrine Falcons and Bald Eagles.
Tourists are vital to our economy,
and the health of migratory songbirds
is vital to our own health, too.

take action
Here are some easy ways you can help create a healthier environment
for migratory songbirds and humans, too:
• Support the removal of toxic pesticides from our food chain.
• Participate in coastal clean-up
and other environmental improvement projects.
• Shop wisely for seafood and organic local produce.
• Reduce, reuse and recycle.
• Keep your cat indoors, and support organizations that are working to humanely reduce feral cat
colonies.
• Reduce your energy consumption.

• Support legislation that regulates
such things as placement and
operation of wind farms, and sets
guidelines for monitoring industrial
hazards.
• Support conservation programs
that work to minimize bird deaths
at electrical towers and in cities.
• Keep your bird feeders and baths
clean to prevent the spread of
disease. Keep pet cats indoors.
• Support organizations like WildCare that work to educate people
and care for injured birds.

Join WildCare raptor specialist Anne Ardillo on October 3, 9am-2pm to
view the raptor migration in progress this fall. Fees of $15 for WildCare members and volunteers, and $20 for non-members will be collected at the door.
To register call 415-453-1000 x20 or email wildcare@wildcarebayarea.org.
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working with working wildlife
by Anya Pamplona, Education Coordinator
For various reasons, WildCare’s educational wild animal ambassadors
can never be returned to a life in the wild. Their captivity is the result of natural
causes in some cases, and from human interference in others. Each individual has
become a Wildlife Ambassador for its species because of its personal history and
temperament. The ambassadors teach thousands of people each year how to live
better with our wild neighbors with the testimony of their personal stories, as well
as the beauty and majesty of the species they represent. WildCare is committed to
their care and well-being. This sometimes presents challenges.
reducing stress and boredom
Would you want to trim the talons
on Pelé the Peregrine Falcon? Probably
not. He’s not thrilled by it, either, but it
has to be done several times a year.

cational for visitors, is still just scenery
unless there is something to do. These
intelligent animals need stimulation to
engage their minds and instincts.

Although they live in captivity and
are used to people, WildCare’s 22 resident Wildlife Ambassadors are not pets.
They still retain their wild nature. Being
restrained for even simple procedures,
such as talon trimming, is stressful for
them and for the medical staff. WildCare’s new Ambassador training program is working to reduce this stress.

Luckily for Pelé and the rest of our
Wildlife Ambassadors, WildCare has
been working to make their lives more
interesting. Using a technique called
operant conditioning, which uses positive consequences to shape voluntary
natural behavior. The training allows
the animals to make decisions, and provides interaction with their surroundings. “Hunting” for food hidden around
their enclosures engages their instincts
and minds. Conditioning that allows a
person to touch a foot makes medical
care easier for the Ambassadors and the
people who care for them.

Do you get bored when asked to
sit in a room with nothing to do? If
you’ve ever owned a pet, you know
that animals are no different. Even a
natural-looking enclosure, while edu-

meaningful work
Our Ambassadors have a job to
do. Public education is the reason they
are kept in captivity. All are recovered
but unreleasable former patients. Their
stories inspire people to treat wildlife
with respect. One of the major goals of
training is to increase the comfort level
of the Ambassadors that leave their
enclosures for programs in the courtyard or in school classrooms. We can
make their lives more interesting, while
enriching the experience people have in
their close encounters with wildlife.
All our Ambassador animals have
shown an eagerness to take part in the
new activities. Wally the Gadwall and
Willow the Wood Duck wait at the
door to their enclosure when they see
the trainers coming. Terra the Ground
Squirrel happily runs onto the scale at
a signal.
The results of this training is a
clear, positive, first-hand demonstration
of how two very different species can
communicate, cooperate, and enjoy the
process. The humans in this process are
learning as well.

Since late 2008 professional animal behaviorists Sherri Lippman and Sarah Mullen have been helping Mary Pounder and our Ambassador Volunteers implement a new training/enrichment program
using operant conditioning. The training provides a way for people and animals to understand each
other’s needs, reducing stress and boredom. Sequoia photo by Alice Kong; photos below of Pelé by
Mary Blake (center) and of Wally and Willow by Mary Pounder (right)
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new programs
from wildcare!

birds can’t count

meet an ambassador!

Anne Ardillo, Raptor Specialist

Join us each week to meet a different Ambassador animal and learn
about one of California’s amazing
wild residents. Wednesdays at 11am
and Saturdays at 3pm

interpretive pool bird feeding
Twice a day it is feeding time in
WildCare’s courtyard. Come hear
the personal stories and natural
histories of our seabirds from trained
volunteer interpreters. Daily at
12:30pm and 4:30pm

wildlife ambassador enrichment demonstration
Everyone needs some excitement in life, and WildCare’s Ambassadors are no exception. Join us to
see a trained Ambassador volunteer
provide enrichment activities to one
of our courtyard ambassadors. Mondays at 2pm
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A remarkable adoption took place this spring, done in the wild. Many different people and organizations worked to make it possible.
PG&E workers removed a raptor
nest from a dangerous location near
high tension wires in Pittsburgh and
took it to the Lindsay Museum, another
wildlife hospital. Staff at Lindsay kept
the eggs warm and took them to the
International Bird Rescue and Research
Center (IBRRC) in Fairfield, where a
hatching incubator was available.
Uncertain what kind of hawk
had laid the two, Tony Brake and
Yvonne McHugh, Golden Gate Raptor
Observatory (GGRO) and IBRRC
volunteers, contacted Allen Fish,
Director of GGRO, for information on
identifying newly-hatched buteos.
When one egg hatched on April
24, Monte Merrick from IBRRC
contacted WildCare to rehabilitate it.
We identified it as a Red-tailed Hawk.
In the meantime, Brian Smucker and
Elizabeth Palmer, GGRO volunteers
who monitor Sonoma raptor nests,
identified a nest of Red-tailed Hawks
to which we might be able to add this
orphan. We contacted Jim Cairnes, the
owner of Small World Tree Company,
who has helped WildCare’s Hungry
Owl Project many times. Once the
young bird could thermoregulate, Jim
climbed the tree and placed the baby in
the nest with a sceptical nest mate.
On May 16, Elizabeth Palmer of
GGRO reported that the adult hawks
were feeding both nestlings! Good
thing birds can’t count!
Look for a video of this amazing adoption on our
website, www.wildcarebayarea.org.

WildCare staff member Cindy Dicke and raptor
specialist Marianna Riser identified this chick
as a Red-tailed Hawk. Marianna took the baby
into foster care for about three weeks. Photo by
Melanie Piazza

On May 15, homeowners Doug and Caroline
Matz watched in fascination as Jim Cairnes of
Small World Tree Company climbed this tree and
placed the orphaned baby in the nest. Photo by
Alison Hermance

Most birds will accept a similarly-aged orphan
placed in their nest. Photo by Jim Cairnes
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I living with wildlife I

it takes a colony
Social living has its benefits. Protection from predators, combining efforts
for care of the young, sharing food sources and keeping warm are among the first
that come to mind. It also has its dangers. These include diseases such as colony
collapse disorder in bees and white-nose syndrome in bats. Other dangers involve
overcrowding from loss of habitat, and starvation when food is scarce. Every colonial species has evolved to live in a precarious balance of conflicting trade-offs.
Now people are the dominant social species on the planet, and we are affecting all
the rest. We have our own trade-offs to balance.
colony collapse disorder in bees
Scientists have now sequenced
the genome of a parasite that can kill
honey bees. Nosema ceranae is one of
many pathogens suspected of contributing to the current bee population
decline termed colony collapse disorder
(CCD). The microsporidian Nosema is
a fungus-related microbe that produces
spores that bees consume when they
forage. Infection spreads from their
digestive tract to other tissues. Within
weeks, colonies are either wiped out or
lose much of their strength.
Researchers believe CCD may be
the result of a combination of pathogens, parasites and stress factors, but
the cause remains elusive. Honey bees
play a valuable part in a $15 billion
industry of crop farming in the United
States, so scientists are working hard to
find a cure for these domestic insects.
Meanwhile, more than 1,500 species of native bees are at work in an en-

vironment that depends upon how well
people can protect it. There is plenty
we can do. From eliminating pesticides
to providing bee boxes, support can
take many forms.

white-nose syndrome in bats
In caves in the eastern United States
bats are emerging from hibernation in
mid-winter, starving. The only symptom
of what may be causing this is a white
fungal infection around their mouths. A
newly identified cold-loving fungus is
now thought to be the primary cause of
White-Nose Syndrome (WNS).
The infection is spreading to bat
caves in the south and west, and caves
are being closed to tourists in an effort
to halt the spread. While scientists
scramble to find the connection between the fungal infection and the loss
of body fat in bats, the suggestion has
been made to add heaters to the caves.

Meanwhile, in California, heat
waves can cause baby bats in overcrowded roosts to drop to the ground,
where their mothers are unable to retrieve them. WildCare has often helped
rehabilitate these small heat-stroke
babies, but other than installing air
conditioning, there seems little people
can do to help.
Or is there?

garden like you mean it!
People are a social species, too, and
there are a lot of us. If we do the right
things in our own gardens, we can
make a positive difference! Need we say
that pesticides are off limits?
There are more than 1,500 species
of native ground, tree and wood-nesting
bees in California. By increasing habitat
for them we can help them and increase
the pollinators that are so important to
all of us. It means learning more about
the species of bee you wish to help, and
providing the right environment. Visit
our website to learn more.
Housing shortages are one of the
biggest problems for California bats.
You can change that.

help for colonists
• Eliminate pesticides and
rodenticides from your home and
garden.
• Plant different native flowering
plants that bloom throughout the
year.
• Establish a communal beehive!
Visit www.getbees.net for more
information.
• Leave some soil uncovered to
provide access for ground-nesting
bees.
• Build a bee box!
• Support organic, local growers.
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• Buy or build a bat box. WildCare
can provide one that can be used
by any one of the 11 colonial species of bats that live in the Bay
Area; see page 15.
• For more information about beefriendly gardens, visit www. cemarin.
ucdavis.edu/Master_Gardener.
• For more ideas about native plants,
visit www.cnps.org.
• If bees have colonized an area of
your home, they can be relocated
without the use of pesticides. Call
WildCare’s Wildlife Solutions at
415-453-1000, ext 23.

Maggie Sergio holds WildCare’s new multi-species
bat box. See page 15 to build one yourself, or call
415-453-1000, ext 23 to purchase one readymade. Photo by JoLynn Taylor
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patient gallery
Western Pond Turtle (#0456)
was brought to WildCare by Biologist Eric Ettlinger. The turtle had been
found in Fairfax with his shell badly
cracked above his rear left leg, an injury
consistent with being hit by a car. The
area of broken shell was infected and
necrotic, indicating that the injury had
happened a number of days earlier.
The shell was stabilized and a
course of antibiotics begun before his
surgery at Central Marin Cat & Exotics Hospital. Although his prognosis
was poor due to the large area and age
of the infection, we opted to attempt
treatment because Western Pond
Turtles are declining in the wild.
Dr. Lynne Lankus performed surgery to repair tissue damage and remove
necrotic shell that would never be able to
regenerate, and completed a permanent
shell repair using polymer and epoxy.
The turtle was returned to WildCare after surgery for a month’s worth
of continued treatments including
daily medicated soaks, pain medications, antibiotics, swim practice with
his new shell and, of course, feedings.
Defying all predictions he healed and
adjusted beautifully, and on June 5 he
was returned to his watershed.
Peregrine Falcon (#0452) came
to WildCare on May 7 from Mill Valley, where he had been found on the
ground. The injured fledgling bird
was easily caught by Marin Humane
Society officers as two adult falcons
screamed at them from a nearby tree.
Radiographs at WildCare showed
fractures in the coracoid (shoulder)
area, and Glenn Stewart of the Santa
Cruz Predatory Bird Research Group
confirmed the raptor was a fledgling
that would still have been fed by parents. The bird was holding his wings
symmetrically and happily eating the
food provided in his cage.
Dr. Geoffrey Olsen of the Medical
Center for Birds reviewed his radiographs and recommended cage rest.

On May 21, the falcon was taken
to a flight aviary in Sonoma where he
remained until June 12. Flying well
by this time, he was transferred to Joe
Oliveri, a falconer, who agreed to work
with the bird to condition it for release
in late August, in time to leave for its
wintering grounds in South America, if
it is to migrate.

Lazuli Bunting (#3475) hit a
window on May 6 in San Francisco
during its migration north from Central America. The stunned bird was
picked up by Beth O’Brien and brought
to WildCare. Examination showed no
injuries but labored breathing, and
with oxygen and overnight rest, the
bird revived. He was released the next
morning to continue his journey to
his summer breeding grounds in the
northwestern U.S.
California Myotis Bat (#0825)
fell from the rafters of the San Domenico stables in San Anselmo, where
Katrina Froelich, a student there,
found her on June 15. Katrina is also a
WildCare Student Volunteer, and she
had been careful not to touch the bat
with her bare hands, knowing that
bats can carry rabies.
The baby bat was dehydrated and
shaky, but otherwise appeared healthy.
A reunion with the baby’s mother was
considered, but several factors made
it a bad choice. The location of the
roost above was not accessible, and we
didn’t know the reason the baby had
dropped. A heat-wave can sometimes
cause hyperthermia in bats, and if so,
it is not wise to replace the baby until
the heat has passed. The bat quickly
learned to lap formula from a syringe.
Eleven of the 13 species of bats native to Marin are colonial, and shortly
after #0825 went into foster care, two
more baby myotis bats were brought in
from the site. The little group of three
is now thriving at WildCare, and will
be returned to their colony when they
are old enough to fly and hunt.

#0456

Photo by Eric Eittlinger

#0452

Photo by David Paul Gregoire

#3475

Photo by Marian Eschen

#0825

Photo by Alison Hermance
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when disasters strike...
While these measures may reduce
the possibility and impact of another
oil spill in the Bay Area, they will
probably not entirely prevent the next
disaster. And wildlife can be affected by
all kinds of disasters including wildfire, flood, chemical or sewage spill or
disease outbreak.

wildcare’s response
...WildCare responds. WildCare was the primary triage center for more
than 20% of the rescued oiled wildlife during the Cosco Busan oil spill in
November 2007. We were proud of our ability to rise to the challenges presented
by that terrible disaster, but the scope of that emergency demonstrated the need
for us to be able to do more.
disaster preparedness
WildCare is a member of the Oiled
Wildlife Care Network (OWCN,) part
of the California State Office of Spill
Prevention and Response (OSPR) based
at the University of California at Davis.
In the aftermath of the Cosco Busan
spill, every agency involved rushed to

examine their systems and improve
them. New state regulations were put
in place to prevent recurrences of oil
spills, training programs were implemented for volunteers, and more oversight of Bay traffic was put in place.

This June, with the unveiling of our
new mobile veterinary unit, the Pitcairn
Wildlife Emergency Response triage
vehicle, WildCare officially launched
the premier Bay Area wildlife disaster
emergency service, a service that has
been in the planning since 2007.
Thanks to the John and Maria
Pitcairn Foundation, the San Francisco
Foundation and a third anonymous
foundation, WildCare will be able to
reach wild animals in distress wherever
they fall, providing on-site emergency
medical services in whatever major
wildlife disasters strike -- flood, fire,
and, of course, oil spill.
The vehicle is the first of its kind in
the Bay Area, a veterinary hospital on
wheels, fully-equipped to bring help
to injured wildlife at the scene of a
disaster.

With the unveiling of our new mobile triage unit, the Pitcairn Wildlife Emergency Response vehicle,
WildCare officially launched its wildlife disaster emergency service. Photos of the van and of John
and Maria Pitcairn by Emily Baumbach; photo of the interior at the Fairfax Festival parade by David
Taylor

“While we are extremely proud
of our work to help save the wildlife
affected by this disaster, we wanted to
develop the capacity to do even more,”
said Karen Wilson, WildCare’s Executive Director. “Having a fully equipped
mobile medical hospital enables us to
treat injured wild animals at a disaster
site, potentially saving countless lives
by eliminating the stress and often lifethreatening time required to transport
these animals for treatment.”
Look for the Pitcairn Wildlife Emergency Response vehicle on the road -you can’t miss it! Former WildCare Living with Wildlife Photography Contest
winners Trish Carney and Greg Wilson
supplied the vibrant photos that make
this vehicle a work of art, guaranteed to
turn heads as it saves lives.

10 wildcare 415.453.1000
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Photo by JoLynn Taylor

creatures of myth and legend
Halloween is a special time of
year! Join us October 24, 2-4pm at
the WildCare Terwilliger Center to
celebrate the end of the busy season
in the hospital and the continuation
of the busy season in the education
department!
We invite you to bring your whole
family to our special Halloween celebration, an afternoon of story telling,
face painting, snacks, an opportunity
to meet our Wildlife Ambassadors up
close, and prizes for kids in costume!
Open to the public this year for $10
per family at the door; still FREE to
members!

I volunteer spotlight I

WildCare extends an apology to the
following people whose names were
omitted from our donor list in the
2008 Annual Report. Susan and Conn
Rusche should have been listed in the
$2,500 to $4,999 category; Patricia
and Peter Arrigoni should have been
included in the $500 to $999 category.
Our donors mean everything to WildCare; their support makes our work
possible.

Photo by Dan Baumbach

“up” with pixar!

wildcare wins!
WildCare’s new Pitcairn Wildlife
Emergency Response triage vehicle
won second place at the Fairfax Festival Parade on June 13. What better
way to get noticed than to march in
a parade? Well, we didn’t actually
march, in fact, some of us ran around
demonstrating how NOT to capture
injured birds, but it was fun to do! We
even performed the Quail Dance for
the judges!
During the rest of the weekend,
WildCare’s Terwilliger Nature Van delighted families at the Fairfax Ecofest
held during the Festival. Kids and
adults had a unique opportunity to
learn about local wildlife, and to touch
various taxidermied specimens including a Bobcat, owls, Turkey Vulture
and Sea Otter.
Without missing a beat, we
showed our stuff at the Corte Madera
Fourth of July Parade as well.

How long does it take to make
an animated movie like Pixar’s “Up”?
Well, some of their production team
visited WildCare in 2005 to research
birds and feathers at WildCare. We
didn’t know what they were working on (it is always a deep secret!) and
2009 seemed like ages away. Who even
knew if a film would really happen?
That’s why some of WildCare’s
movie fans were surprised and delighted to see “Special thanks to WildCare”
at the end of the credits – along with
one of our favorite photographers,
Trish Carney, listed in her position as
Effects Coordinator.

rare birds for wildcare
Stop by the Marin Jewelers Guild
from September 6 through October 3
to see some very rare birds. The guild’s
metal smiths will be selling the onenews and notes
continues on page 14
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WildCare’s volunteers find us
in a variety of ways. Martha Hagler
arrived at WildCare when she and
Ed McKee (WildCare’s Volunteer Coordinator) re-connected years after
being high-school sweethearts.
Martha started as a volunteer in
the songbird ward and immediately
connected with the other volunteers.
A very quick study, Martha was soon
tubing pigeons, feeding songbirds
and preparing mash like a pro, sharing her wonderful attitude and great
laugh with everyone. As a former
high-school teacher, Martha’s abilities as an educator were a source of
inspiration, and she quickly became
a mentor for new volunteers.
But Martha’s involvement with
WildCare goes beyond her hospital
shifts. Martha brings her talent for
organization and her welcoming
personality to assist partner Ed with
new volunteer orientations. Everything seems to run more smoothly
when Martha is involved!
Martha has become an integral
part of every WildCare activity she
has attempted. She helps at nearly
every WildCare event, and is one of
the geniuses behind the outrageously-decorated cupcakes at our annual
Halloween event, Creatures of Myth
and Legend. Her ready smile and
great sense of humor make WildCare events more fun for staff and
attendees alike.
Wonderful, fun and dedicated
volunteers like Martha are the people
behind the scenes who help WildCare do amazing work!

www.wildcarebayarea.org
w.wildcarebayarea.org wildcare
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it didn’t solve the ground squirrel
problem. In this economic climate, no
one wants to see people out of a job,
but it is becoming clear that we can no
longer ignore the consequences of our
actions, and poisons have a devastating
effect on the ecosystem.
IPM can still create jobs (and
healthier ones), but not at the expense
of the health of the world we live
in. The Marin policy applies only to
County lands; it is up to each of us to
do the right thing in our own backyard.

marin’s proposed ipm policy

Need your gopher problem solved? Don’t poison the expert! IPM, like a holistic approach to illness,
suggests, “First do no harm.” Find the cause of the problem and solve it, rather than simply applying
chemicals. It’s an approach that allows the natural system to heal itself. Photo by Don Moseman

hold the poison!
by Maggie Sergio, Director of Wildlife Solutions
In June, a new Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Policy was finalized by
the the IPM Council, and was presented to the Marin County Board of Supervisors
for approval in July. At WildCare’s request, the policy now includes consideration
for the effects of poisons on wildlife, as well as on people. This is a huge success
for the environment we all share because secondary poisoning can occur when
other animals – including pets – eat poisoned rodents.
At WildCare, we see the affects of
pesticides on our declining songbird
populations, and it is heartbreaking.
We are committed to work to reduce
– and ultimately eliminate – the use
of poisons that so adversely affect our
environment, wildlife and our world.

bugs, mosquito fish and beneficial
nematodes. Response to a problem
employs prevention, observation and
intervention. Chemicals and pesticides
are only used as a last resort.

integrated pest management

At her request, WildCare recently
advised Cristin Goetz of Ojai, California,
on ways to persuade her homeowners’
association to stop paying a pest control
company to poison ground squirrels.

The newest pest control techniques
use a number of different approaches
that work better than poison and don’t
harm the environment. Integrated
Pest Management, or IPM, is a way to
control pests like rodents, insects and
weeds without resorting to the “easy”
solution of poisons.
IPM employs a variety of methods
that include physical devices (like
gopher baskets and deer fencing)
and biological controls such as lady
12 wildcare 415.453.1000

The following measures – included at WildCare’s request – will
help protect people and wildlife on
County property and Open Space.
• No rodenticide baits will be applied unless an exemption has
been granted, and never in areas
where owl boxes are present.
• Mechanical snap traps (rather
then poisons) will be used whenever possible and practical.
• Pesticide-free buffer zones adjacent to waterways and wetlands
will be adopted, using the method
that is the most restrictive and
protective of the public, wildlife
and the environment.

a case in point

With WildCare’s help, she
convinced them. She wrote, “For the
first time in ten years, we can leave our
homes without seeing poison poles!”

good economics
The repeated application of
rodenticides was a steady income for
the pest control company, because

Rodenticides actually kill the predators that
help to keep rodent populations in check.
Rodents breed fast enough to adapt to
being poisoned, but their predators don’t.
If we just continue to put more and more
poisons into the ecosystem, the logical outcome could be that we are left with nothing
but poison-resistant rodents that have no
natural predators.

autumn 2009
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autumn’s garden predators
by Marge Gibbs, WildCare Nature Van Naturalist
Ever wonder why you see so many spiders in the fall? They’ve been around
since spring, just smaller and lower in the vegetation. In fall, they grow larger, (although not as large as shown here) become reproductively active, prepare to make
their egg cases, lay their eggs and die. Just like you learned in Charlotte’s Web.
Look for these orb weavers this fall.
“Teach children to love nature;
people take care of what they love.”
–Elizabeth Terwilliger

Did you know...

autumn 2009

debris spider

Can you see her beehive hairdo
and her hands on her hips? Also called
the Black and Yellow Garden Spider
(Argiope aurantia), you might notice
her zigzag silk called a stabilimentum.
It was thought to stabilize the web, but
a more recent theory is that it attracts
prey by reflecting ultraviolet light.

Sometimes called the Trashline
Orbweaver (Cyclosa conicum), these
spiders hide in the middle of their
webs. The debris line is made up of
plant material, prey items and shed
skins. It will lay its egg case in the
debris line, too. If you disturb it, it may
vibrate its web and be harder to see.

Photo by Stephen Lew

marge simpson spider

Photo by Margo Bors

• Spiders recycle their silk. They
eat what isn’t useful anymore
and start over with fresh stuff.
• Spiders can survive anywhere
in the world. They live in high
mountain regions and deep
in the ocean; from freezing
Antarctica to hot deserts.
• Spiders can only eat liquid
meals! They inject their prey
with an enzyme which liquifies
its insides so the spider can
drink it.
• Orb webs are always slightly
angled so the spider doesn’t get
tangled up in its own web.
• All spiders produce silk but
not all spiders spin webs. Silk
is used for climbing, to create
webs, to build smooth walls in
burrows, to build egg sacs, and
to wrap prey. Spider silk is five
times stronger than steel and
three times tougher than Kevlar!
• Daddy Longlegs are not true
spiders. With only one body
part, they belong to a group
called harvestmen.
• There are 31 species of widow
spiders. The one in the Bay
Area is known as the Western
Widow (Latrodectus hesperus).
The black widow is considered
the most venomous spider in
North America, but death from
a bite is highly unlikely.
• There are no Brown Recluse
spiders in California.

pumpkin spider

labyrinth (or condo) spider

The Pumpkin Spider (Araneus
trifolium), hides in her retreat at the
edge of the web with one leg on her
signal line. Her abdomen is inflated
with eggs in the fall and when ready,
she will make a silk ‘bed’ and then
cover them with a silk ’blanket’ before
wrapping them in more silk to make
the egg sac.

The web of these spiders (Metepeira
ssp.) is easily recognizable. The
labyrinth/condo spiders construct
an orb web and build a tangled,
disordered web around it. In the
middle is a cluster of debris where
the spider hides. You often see several
labyrinth “condos” in close proximity
to each other.
www.wildcarebayarea.org wildcare 13
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I a lasting legacy I
James C. Cummings
1919-2009

“Jim wanted to be sure that what
he had worked for his whole life
would go to help animals,” his widow
Valerie Cummings told us.
Born in San Francisco at a time
when nature was more plentiful and
available there, Jim grew to love it.
He graduated in 1940 from UC Davis
with a degree in horticulture, and
served our country proudly in the Air
Force in World War II. When he left
the service he became an almond
rancher in the Durham area.
Jim was one of the first farmers to develop a highly successful
organic almond orchard, and cared
compassionately about the wildlife
on and around his orchards. As
he became older, his concern for
animals grew, for he feared that
humans were “making a mess of the
planet” and felt that wildlife needed
our help to preserve their health and
habitat.
James has shared his dedication to animals by making a legacy
bequest to support the ongoing work
of WildCare. He and Valerie created a Charitable Remainder Trust
through their combined estate plan.
WildCare is proud and grateful to
have known someone who loved animals so much that he provided funds
to protect, preserve and provide for
wildlife for a long time to come.
For more information regarding ways you can
include WildCare in your estate plans, please
call Jan Armstrong at 415-453-1000 x13.

wildcare 415.453.1000
415.453.1000
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of-a-kind bird pins to help support
WildCare. Each pin is a work of art
reflecting the distinctive style and
skill of the artisan who created it.
The guild will host a reception in
honor of the bird pins on September
11 from 6 to 8pm. In addition to the
pins, you can also check out and
purchase beautiful prints and paintings of birds by artists Barbara Banthien and Peta Sanderson. Don’t miss
this chance to swoop up a special
bird pin, painting or print, and help
WildCare in the process. The Marin
Jewelers Guild is located at 1331
Fourth St. in San Rafael. 415-4542711 www.marinjewelersguild.com.

a day with raptors
Anne Ardillo, WildCare volunteer
and raptor specialist with the Golden
Gate Raptor Observatory, will offer a
class on raptor identification on October 3. The class will begin at WildCare
at 9am and carpools will be arranged
at the class for a trip to Hawk Hill in
the Marin Headlands.
Bring a bag lunch or snacks for a
hawk talk at 12pm and stay to view the
autumn raptor migration with GGRO
naturalists. The public is welcome. Fees
are $15 for WildCare members and volunteers, $20 for non-members. Reserve
a space at 415-453-1000, ext. 20.

Don’t Miss a Thing!

Sign up for WildCare’s FREE monthly
eNewsletter at www.wildcarebayarea.org

Thank You!

WildCare gratefully thanks all those who made our 2008

Dining for Wildlife
AVA
Café Arrivederci
California Culinary Academy
Fish. Restaurant
Frantoio Ristorante
Il Davide
Insalata’s Restaurant
Izzy’s Restaurant
Jason’s Restaurant
la rose bistro

a tremendous success!

Las Camelias
Marche aux Fleurs
Maria Manso World Cuisine
Mezze Restaurant & Bar
Millennium
Olema Inn & Restaurant
Ora
Pacific Café
Panama Hotel & Restaurant
Paradise Bay Restaurant & Bar

Restaurants

Piazza D’Angelo Ristorante
Rickey’s Restaurant and Bar
Ristorante Mezzo Mezzo
Sabor of Spain
Saylor’s Restaurant and Bar
Station House Café
The Caprice
The Melting Pot
Toast
Wild Fox

Sponsors

Marin Independent Journal La Dolce V Fine Chocolates
Anonymous

Jason Waddle & Erika Jackson
Farallone Pacific Insurance

Julie Allecta Lucasfilm, Ltd. Margareta and Robert Luff Julie Malet
San Anselmo Animal Hospital Sausalito Networking, Inc.
Schumann Printers Karen Wilson Woodworking West, Inc.
Zenith Instant Printing
Maureen Groper Linda Y.H. Cheng

Montecito Shopping Center

and our wonderful diners!

See you next year!
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I just for fun! I

make a home for bats
by Maggie Sergio, Director of Wildlife Solutions
Habitat is hard to find for colonial bat species, and of the thirteen species
of bats in Marin, eleven are colonial. Some Northern California bats are no bigger
than your thumb, while others are nearly the size of a newborn kitten. The
one thing all these colonial species have in common is that they like to wedge
themselves into tight, secure places and snuggle together.

friendly” by not using pesticides and
by placing your box in an attractive
location. Bats are picky about how
much heat they like – lots, but not so
much it cooks them! They also need
a fresh water source nearby that will
furnish the insects they eat.

the multi-species bat box
The bat box shown here will work
for all the local colonial species, and
WildCare encourages people to put one
up to help replace habitat losses. We
offer them for sale, but if you’re handy,
you can make it yourself. We’ve based
the boxes on plans developed by the
California Bat Conservation Fund.

narrower at the top and wider at the
opening on the bottom. This means
that if the box is colonized by tiny bats,
they can wedge themselves in near the
top. If larger species take the box, they
wedge themselves further down.

Unlike other boxes that are specific
to one size of colonial bat, the boxes
WildCare sells are constructed to be

Although bats can’t be physically
placed in a box and expected to stay,
you can make your yard or garden “bat

Materials
24" x 24" bat house

location, location, location

Bats in Northern California need
the morning sun. Bat boxes should be
placed against a wall or on the side of
a structure facing southeast at least 14
feet off the ground so the bats have
optimal clearance when they drop
out. Hint: a little bit of bat guano (if
you have a colony on your property)
rubbed inside your box can help attract
them in. We don’t recommend putting
them in trees or on poles.

Multi-Species Bat Box

• FRONT AND BACK: One sheet 1/2" x
24" x 48" CDX (outdoor) plywood cut into
three pieces, one 24" x 24", one 24" x
12", and one 24" x 6"
• TOE-HOLD SCREEN: One 24" x 22"
sheet of fiberglass window screen
• SIDES: Two pine boards, each 1" x 22"
tapered 1/2" to 1"
• TOP: One pine board 1/2" x 2" x 26"
• Wood screws, wood filler

Assembly
1. Securely staple TOE-HOLD SCREEN to
BACK board, aligning bottom edges.
2. Position SIDE boards along the edges of
the BACK assembly with the wider end at
the bottom, and the wider edges protruding outward. Screw in place.
3. Align the top of the larger FRONT piece
to the tops of the SIDES. Screw in place.
4. Align the smaller FRONT piece 1/4” below
the larger FRONT piece. Screw to SIDES.
5. Use the TOP board to create a roof over
the top opening created by the FRONT
and SIDES. Angle the TOP board down
slightly to channel rain away from the
interior.
6. Fill in the small gaps at the side and back
of TOP with wood filler.
7. If painting, use a non-toxic, lead-free
water-based paint on the outside only,
preferably a dark color to hold the heat.
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Photo on
Page 9
Illustrations by JoLynn Taylor based on plans from the California Bat Conservation Fund www.californiabats.com
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I schedule of events I

Autumn 2009
International Wildlife Rehabilitation
Council Symposium

Saturday mornings, August 29 - October 3

Virginia Beach Resort and Conference
Center, Virginia Beach, VA
November 10 - 14, 2009
408-271-2685 www.iwrc-online.org

Events
China Camp Heritage Day*
August 29, 11:30am-4pm

Museum and
Courtyard Programs

Terwilliger Nature Education
Award Presentation

Wildlife Ambassadors*

Creatures of Myth & Legend*

Ambassadors in the Courtyard
Interpretive Pool Bird feeding daily
at 12:30 & 4:30pm FREE
Meet a Wildlife Ambassador
Wednesdays at 11am
Saturdays at 3pm
Ambassador Enrichment Demonstration
Mondays at 2pm

Sunday, October 25, 2-4pm

September 18, 4-6pm

Photo by Anne Barker

Photo by Robert Bloomberg

Nature Guide Training

An Evening with Owls
November 20, 6:30-9:30pm
Marin Art and Garden Center

Wildlife Rehabilitation
Programs

WildCare Gala

New Volunteer Orientations

February 5, 2010, 6-11pm
Mill Valley Community Center

Orientation for Adult Volunteers
January 23 and 24, 2010, 1-3pm

Terwilliger Nature
Education Programs

Classes for Volunteers
Photo by Robert Bloomberg

Families in Nature Walks
August 29, 10am - noon
Wildlife at Las Gallinas Ponds
September 12, 10am - noon
Ring Mountain Walk
October 31, 10am - noon
Miwok Meadows Owl Pellets and
the Stories They Tell
November 14, 10am - noon
Explore Baltimore Canyon Park

Wildlife Conferences

Gulf of the Farallones Field Trip

The Wildlife Society

September 26, 7:30am - 4pm

Raptor Migration Field Trip
October 3, 9am-2pm
$20 non-members
$15 members and volunteers

Nature Guide Volunteer Orientation
August 15, 11am-12:30pm

Monterey Convention Center, Monterey
September 20-24, 2009
301-897-9770 www.joomla.wildlife.org

California Council for Wildlife
Rehabilitators Symposium
The Cliffs Resort, Pismo Beach
November 20 - 22, 2009
415-541-5090 www.ccwr.org

101–Basic Clinic Skills
September 14 and 16, 6-8pm
102–Birds
September 21 and 23, 6-8pm
103–Mammals and Reptiles
September 28 and 30, 6-8pm
104–Captive Care for Wildlife
October 5 and 7, 6-8pm
206–Fluid Therapy
November 1, 1:30-3:30pm
207–Necropsy
October 10, 10-12pm
209–Introduction to the Med Room
October 12, 6:30-8:30pm
210–Veterinary Drugs & Dosages
October 26, 6:30-8:30pm
211–Wound Management
October 18, 2-5pm

*Pre-registration is required for all programs and events except those noted with an asterisk; call 415-453-1000.

