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Dear Friends,

Make way for ducklings! That well-known children’s 
book title tells a big part of the story here at WildCare 
right now…that is, if you add opossums and owls, 
campers and cormorants, songbirds and squirrels, and 
visitors and voles…. I‘m sure you have the picture!

Aside from the buzz of activity, I’m pleased to report 
on some significant accomplishments. First of all, thanks 
to all of our members and donors who responded to 
our email survey. Your opinions are helping to shape 

our strategic plan that will be completed and adopted by WildCare’s board of 
directors in the coming months. I look forward to sharing highlights of the plan 
with you in the next issue of the newsletter.

On May 13th, we scored a major victory as Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi, Senators Boxer and Feinstein, and Members of Congress Anna Eshoo, 
George Miller and Lynn Woolsey sent a joint letter to Point Reyes National 
Seashore Park Superintendant Don Neubacher requesting a moratorium on the 
extermination of the Fallow and Axis Deer. The “pause” in the killing enables 
Park management to develop an alternative management plan using proven 
safe and humane contraceptives. At the same time, WildCare is supporting the 
work of the Humane Society of the United States to pass federal legislation to 
permanently protect the deer. A profile of the amazing woman who made this 
happen appears in “A Voice for Wildlife” in this issue on page 3.

We continue to spiff up our courtyard with enhanced enclosures for 
our Wildlife Ambassadors and signs to help visitors understand the reasons 
these animals are here. At the same time, we’ve 
welcomed several new ambassadors – Winter 
the White Pelican, Terra the California Ground 
Squirrel, Pele the Peregrine Falcon, and Wally the 
Gadwall. (Wally was aptly named by our student 
volunteers!) Learn more about all of this on pages 
6 and 7.

Last, but not least, we welcome our new 
Education Director, Juan-Carlos Solis. Juan-Carlos 
comes to WildCare with extensive experience in 
the environmental education field, serving most 
recently as the Manager of Public Programs at the 
California Academy of Sciences. Currently, he is 
a Field Associate with the Academy’s Ornithology 
and Mammalogy Research Department and a 
senior naturalist for the Oceanic Society. We are 
thrilled to have Juan-Carlos join our terrific staff 
and look forward to his leadership of WildCare’s 
educational programs.

Best wishes for continuing explorations of our natural world. Nature 
has given us so much; thanks to all of you who give back through your 
contributions to WildCare. We surely couldn’t do it without you.

Sincerely,

Karen J. Wilson
Executive Director

WildCare’s new Education
Director, Juan-Carlos Solis 
joined WildCare in June. Photo by 
JoLynn Taylor

2  wildcare  415.453.1000 



autumn 2008  www.wildcarebayarea.org   wildcare   3

Join our FREE 
eNews group

Our paper 
newsletter comes 
out three times 
a year, but our 
eNewsletter has 
great information 
for you every single 
month. We have tips 
for gardeners, wild-
life photographers, 
homeowners, and 
nature lovers of all stripes. You’ll get 
reminders and invitations to WildCare 
events and classes, timely gift ideas, 
and the latest news about advocacy is-
sues. If you aren’t already receiving our 
FREE eNewsletter, visit our website at 
www.wildcarebayarea.org and give us 
your email address to join our online 
community. Upcoming issues will be 
published around the fi fth of every 
month. Back issues are available, too!

Student Volunteer Initiative
There is no energy crisis in our 

Student Volunteer Program. Jess 
Bailey decided to see what else she 
could do to help WildCare provide a 
safe, chemical-free environment for 
our patients to return home to. She 
thought that recycling ink and toner 
cartridges to prevent their dangerous 
residual chemicals from entering the 
food chain was something tangible and 
effective she could do, and her Ink For 
Wildlife project was born. She collects 
the cartridges and takes them to a local 
business, where WildCare receives a 
per-cartridge donation. 

Last Call for Entries

The deadline for WildCare’s photo 
contest is almost here. Entries must 
be received by September 15 to be 
eligible to win the grand prize of $500 
and your photograph on the cover of 
our Winter 2008 newsletter. Give us 
your best shot and share your vision 

of nature and wildlife with WildCare! 
Learn more at www.wildcarebayarea.
org/photocontest.

Living with Wildlife Classes
 Beginning September 9 WildCare, 

in partnership with the Tamalpais 
Union High School District Adult & 
Community Education Program, will 
offer a six-week series of classes titled 
Living with Wildlife.

The Living with Wildlife classes 
will be held at the WildCare Terwil-
liger Center and taught by WildCare 
specialists. Six consecutive classes will 
include natural history of the birds, 
mammals and reptiles most common 
in Marin County, exclusion techniques 
and inside information from the wild-
life hospital staff. Live Wildlife Ambas-
sadors will be on hand each evening 
to provide a close and personal experi-
ence. To enroll, call Tamalpais Union 
High School District Adult & Com-
munity Education at 415-945-3730, or 
visit www.marinlearn.com.
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continues on page 10

I news & notes I

a voice for wildlife
In August, 2006, WildCare made the decision to oppose the lethal removal 

of the Fallow and Axis Deer in Point Reyes National Seashore. Since then, we have 
worked to influence Park policy, demanding they institute non-lethal methods 
to control these deer. Thanks to your support (WildCare collected almost 2,000 
petitions), and countless individuals and organizations, including Friends of 
the White Deer, In Defense of Animals, and the Marin Humane Society, we have 
raised public awareness and outrage over the Park’s extermination plan.

Most recently, we reported our suc-
cessful attempt to involve our federal 
elected officials and to demonstrate 
that there is a viable, non-invasive, 
economical alternative contraception 
available for population control. On 
May 13, Senators Barbara Boxer and 
Dianne Feinstein, Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi, and Members of Con-
gress Lynn Woolsey, Anna Eschoo and 
George Miller sent a joint letter to Park 
Superintendent Don Neubacher urg-
ing a moratorium on the killing until 
a “white paper” prepared by Dr. John 
Grandy of the Humane Society of the 
United States could be reviewed and 
implemented. This plan illustrates the 
availability and successful use of con-

traception – a more humane, effective 
and less expensive option. 

The Power of One
The person you don’t know is the 

woman who made all of this happen. A 
resident of Bolinas and lifelong animal 
lover, Cindy Testa-McCullagh is the Di-
rector of Public Affairs for the Shoren-
stein Company. Despite countless ob-
stacles and roadblocks, Cindy worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes to rally 
the support of the elected officials that 
resulted in the moratorium request. She 
single-handedly enlisted the aid and 
expertise of the Humane Society of the 
United States and effectively convinced 
our elected officials that there is indeed 

an alternative to the Park’s merciless 
slaughter of the deer. At the same time, 
Cindy is championing federal legisla-
tion that would permanently protect 
the remaining deer.

Our heartfelt thanks extend to 
each and every one of you who have 
helped to save the deer. And, on behalf 
of all of you, our heartfelt thanks go to 
Cindy Testa-McCullagh, who reminds 
us of the power of one person to make 
a great change in the world. She is 
indeed a hero.
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A Global Issue
According to an article by the Cen-

ter for Tropical Research at San Fran-
cisco State University, “migratory birds 
are important environmental indicator 
species. Their declines raise the same 
early warning sign about environmental 
health that their doomed cous-
in, the canary, did for working 
conditions in coal mines.” 

Increased Pesticide Use
The United States applies 

20% of the pesticides used 
worldwide. It is expected that 
67 million birds die due to pes-
ticide use on U. S. farms each 
year. Many of these birds are 
neotropical migrants – birds 
that breed in North America 
during our summer months 
and spend the winter months 
in Latin America.

Migratory birds face many 
hazards. Habitat loss, preda-
tion by domestic and feral 
cats, reflective windows and 
radio towers are all part of the 
problem. And pesticide use is 
taking another toll.

Bridget Stutchbury, profes-
sor of biology at York Univer-
sity in Toronto, and author 
of “Silence of the Songbirds” 
writes, 

“Since the 1980s, pesticide 
use has increased fivefold in 
Latin America as countries have 
expanded their production of 
nontraditional crops to fuel 
the demand for fresh produce 
during winter in North America 
and Europe. Rice farmers in 
the region use monocrotophos, 
methamidophos and carbo-

repeatedly with a chemical cocktail of 
dangerous pesticides.”

These chemicals, while banned in 
the United States, are often purchased 
from U.S. chemical companies.

Who is Affected?
Ultimately, it affects all of us. Many 

species of North American songbirds 
migrate to follow food sources as sea-
sons change and insects dwindle. Barn 
Swallows winter from central Mexico 
to as far south as Argentina. Black-

headed Grosbeaks and Wilson’s 
Warblers travel to Mexico and 
Panama. Swainson’s Thrushes 
winter in Colombia, Brazil and 
Venezuela; Peregrine Falcons 
in Mexico. In the mid-1990s, 
American biologists used satel-
lite tracking to follow Swain-
son’s Hawks to their wintering 
grounds in Argentina, where 
thousands of them were found 
dead from monocrotophos 
poisoning. 

Poisons used on crops to 
control pest insect species 
affect bees, too. Like many 
other creatures in the natural 
world, bees are being poisoned 
by pesticides, and pushed out 
of their natural habitat by hu-
man development.

Is Your Shopping List
Killing Songbirds?

What should you put on 
your bird-friendly grocery list? 
Start with locally grown pro-
duce. Do we really need fruits 
and vegetables flown halfway 
around the world, or could we 
learn to appreciate the local sea-
sonal foods that exact a smaller 
toll on the environment? Mel-
ons, green beans, tomatoes, bell 
peppers and strawberries can 
be grown locally and enjoyed in 
season. For produce that doesn’t 
grow in our area, the organic 

Biologists are reporting a decline in certain species of songbirds. Apia-
rists are fighting colony collapse disorder in domestic honeybees. As if we don’t 
have enough to worry about, evidence suggests that pollinating insects – includ-
ing our star pollinators, bees – are declining in numbers on a global scale. What 
does that have to do with us?

facts about the birds and bees

furan, all agricultural chemicals that 
are rated Class I toxins by the World 
Health Organization, are highly toxic 
to birds, and are either restricted or 
banned in the United States. In coun-
tries like Guatemala, Honduras and 
Ecuador, researchers have found that 
farmers spray their crops heavily and 

Barn Swallows 
(above) and 
Swainson’s 
Hawks like 
WildCare’s 
Wildlife Ambas-
sador, Hinton 
(right), Swain-
son’s Thrushes 
and Wilson’s 
Warblers (below)
are species of 
birds that winter 
in Latin America. 
Photos by JoLynn 
Taylor, C. A. 
Pechal
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choice is crucial. Most 
mass-produced coffee is 
heavily treated with fertil-
izers, herbicides, fungi-
cides and insecticides. 
Bananas are typically 
grown with one of the 
highest pesticide loads of 
any tropical crop.

More Local Solutions
In the face of declin-

ing populations of bees, 
how can we encourage 
the pollinators we depend 
upon? The Honey Bee is 
only one of about 25,000 
species known world-
wide. California alone has 
more than 1,500 species 
of native bees. They were 
here pollinating native 
plants long before Eu-
ropeans introduced the 
Honey Bee. 

Native bees lack the 
familiar social lifestyle of 
Honey Bees and Bumble-
bees, and are largely 
solitary. They do not live 
in hives and do not pro-
duce honey, but they have 
equally important roles 
in gardens and natural 
ecosystems.

Welcome Baby Bees
Native bees generally 

build either ground nests 
or cavity nests. About 
85% of bee species make 
and use ground nests.
Mulching, that highly 
promoted “eco-friendly” method of 
suppressing weeds and conserving wa-
ter, actually discourages ground-nesting 
bees. Equally bad for ground nesters is 
our habit of laying down plastic over 
bare soil. 

Cavity-nesting bee species use old 
trees or human structures of wood or 

metal, or even mason blocks to make 
nest cells. If we can provide safe habitat 
for these natives we can encourage 
them to thrive. 

The facts of life about the birds and 
bees are becoming more clear to us 
every day. What is also clear is that we 
can decide to make positive changes to 
the environment we share.

Unlike the domesticated 
Honey Bee (above), most 
native bee species live 
solitary lives that depend 
upon finding suitable nest 
locations in our gardens 
and wild places. Some 
native bees left, top to bot-
tom: Sweat Bee, Andrenid 
Bee, Mining Bee, Metallic 
Green Sweat Bee; below, 
top to bottom, Bumblebee, 
Carpenter Bee. Photos 
by Sandy Shanks, Nick 
Kurzenko, Gary McDonald, 
Paul McNelis, George Rob-
inson, John Bokma

Take Action for Birds
People can help neotropi-

cal migratory birds in several 
ways. First of all, dispose of 
your pesticides and synthetic 
chemicals in such a way as to 
keep them out of the environ-
ment. Protect wild places; 
keep domestic cats indoors; 
hang movable objects in front 
of large windows to help dis-
oriented birds avoid hitting 
them; turn off lights in office 
buildings that may confuse 
night migrants; and purchase 
agricultural products that 
support the conservation of 
birds and their habitats.

Urge your U.S. Represen-
tative to reauthorize the Neo-
tropical Migratory Bird Con-
servation Act (H.R. 5756). To 
date, the Act has supported 
vital conservation projects in 
44 U.S. states and territories, 
and 33 Latin American and 
Caribbean countries.

Take Action for Bees
Again, don’t use pesti-

cides and synthetic chemicals. 
Plant lots of attractive native 
plants, and do your weeding 
and watering by hand. Avoid 
the use of mulch or plastic. 
Dead trees, known as snags, 
are some of the most valuable 
real estate available for many 
species of wildlife. If you can 
safely leave them to decay, 
you create habitate for multi-
tudes of animal species.

Buy or build a bee box. 
Bee boxes are easy to make, 
and having solitary bees 
around will help your garden 

grow. 
For more information about en-

couraging bees in your garden visit 
our website: www.wildcarebayarea.
org/birdsandbees.
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Imagine running a day care for 20 entirely different children. You must keep 
them physically healthy and provide appropriate food. You also need to keep 
them mentally healthy. We face this challenge every day as we care for the 20 edu-
cational Wildlife Ambassadors that live in the courtyard. 

You may have noticed snake skins 
in the Ground Squirrels’ cage, boxes 
and toys in the raven’s and vulture’s 
enclosures, and lots of peckable wood 
for the woodpeckers. All of these things 
are examples of behavioral enrichment, 
one of the most important elements of 
captive care for wildlife. 

Behavioral enrichment is anything 
that promotes the expression of a 
species’ appropriate behavioral and 
mental activities – in short, activities 
and items which make an animal’s life 
more natural, interesting, active and 
fun. 

Effective enrichment begins with 
learning an animal’s natural history. 
What is that species’ normal behavior 

in the wild? Attempting to encourage 
a nocturnal opossum to be active and 
inquisitive during the day is doomed to 
failure.

An animal’s physical condition 
and temperament must be evaluated. 
WildCare’s Ambassadors are all non-
releasable, most due to permanent 
physical injuries. You can’t expect a 
non-flighted bird to spend time in 
flight. 

You then create an enclosure 
environment that simulates the animal’s 
natural habitat as closely as possible. 
Does it live in the redwood forest? Does 
it dig burrows? The more closely the 
habitat mimics its wild home, the more 
comfortable the animal will feel. 

making life worth living
by Mary Pounder, Education Specialist

Change is Good
Even the most interesting setting 

becomes less so after a while. We have 
to introduce new items, activities and 
foods. Enrichment can be as varied 
as a new smell or a change in the 
enclosure layout. Introducing the scent 
of a predator or a foreign object may 
not always seem positive. But think 
of our own lives. Why do we watch 
scary movies or ride roller coasters? 
A reasonable amount of fear and 
apprehension are natural emotional 
stimulants and create a healthy, 
balanced life. 

Observing the Process
We observe an animal’s behavior 

both before and after we introduce an 
new enrichment item. 

In the fall of 2007 we carried out 
an enrichment project with Vladimir, 
the Turkey Vulture. Behavioral 
observations were noted in 10-minute 
intervals before an enrichment item – a 
preschool child’s toy with mice and 
mealworms inside – was introduced. 
The results showed that before we 
introduced the item, Vlad spent most 
of his time just sitting. He spent only a 
very small amount of time in interactive 
behaviors. 

After the enrichment item was 
placed in his cage, his interactive 
behaviors increased to absorb almost 
half of his time. Vlad also spent much 
more time flying. In general, the 
introduction of the enrichment item 
increased Vlad’s activity level and his 
natural inquisitive behaviors. So we 
will continue to play with toy boats in 
the pelican pool or play catch with the 
raven. It’s a dirty job, but we love it!

Engaging and Educating
Balancing the physical and mental 

needs of the animals that live at 
WildCare and the educational job they 

Enrichment can mean new toys, the right cage 
furnishings or interaction with people and 
other animals. Photos clockwise from bottom, 
Acorn Woodpecker enclosure, photo by JoLynn 
Taylor, Mary and Pele the Peregrine Falcon by 
Alison Hermance, Vladimir the Turkey Vulture 
by Mary Pounder.
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Naturalized enclosures enrich the experi-
ence on both sides of the wire. For the an-
imals, interactivity with familiar elements 
makes them feel at home and engaged. 
For visitors, the habitats speak about the 
lives their species live in the wild – even 
if the wild is in our back yards! Photos 
clockwise from top: Winter the American 
White Pelican, photo by Ken Schopp; Wally 
the Gadwall, Terra the California Ground 
Squirrel and the whimsical “back yard” 
enclosure for Ginny the Virginia Opossum, 
photos by JoLynn Taylor.

Pele is a Peregrine Falcon that came 
to WildCare for flight conditioning after 
recovering from an injury treated at 
another center. Here it was discovered 
that the injury had not healed properly, 
and his flight skills would never be 
good enough to allow him to hunt 
successfully. 

Thanks to our Donors
WildCare is grateful to all those 

who have made our educational and 
interactive Dorothy and Martell Kaliski 
Courtyard possible. The Dmarlou 
Foundation funded the courtyard 
and extensive interpretive signage; 
Susan Gray funded the Wildlife 
Ambassadors’ naturalized enclosures; 
and The J.M. Long Found ation funded 
the construction of the last of our 
multi-species Wildlife Recovery Unit, 
additional signage, landscape elements 
and extensive outfitting for the Ground 
Squirrel enclosure. 

are here to perform is a never-ending 
challenge. It requires imagination, 
patience and a sense of humor. 

The humor isn’t lost on our human 
visitors, either. Our opossum enclosure, 
for example, is a naturalized enclosure 
that addresses the inhabitant’s needs 
while it amuses and educates the 
people who see it. Opossums were 
introduced to California from the 
southeastern United States by hunt 
clubs for sport in the 18th century. 
Now they have adapted well to life in 
our back yards and under our decks, 
so we designed a whimsical back porch 
“habitat” that makes Ginny the Virginia 
Opossum feel at home, and makes our 
visitors smile, too. 

Meet the New Ambassadors
If you attended our Spring Baby 

Shower, you already met Winter, our 
new American White Pelican. Winter 

was found swimming in a central 
California lagoon with an injured 
wing, unable to fly. She now joins the 
cormorants and gulls in our central 
waterbird pool.

Wally the Gadwall is a dabbling 
duck, a different lifestyle from his cage 
mate, Willow the Wood Duck. Wally 
had a broken wing, but is now partially 
able to fly, although not well enough to 
be released.

Terra the California Ground 
Squirrel joins Gaia in the ground 
squirrel habitat. Terra and her litter 
were orphaned, but she didn’t grow or 
thrive until veterinary surgery repaired 
a lower intestinal deformity. By the 
time she began to grow, she was too 
habituated to humans to be released. 
Because ground squirrels are a social 
species, Terra brings companionship to 
her cage mate, Gaia.
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Grab your Camera!
The images are out there. I have 

just begun to explore the trails of 
Marin’s Open Space districts, but my 
favorite place for spotting wildlife is 
Point Reyes National Seashore. I have 
gotten pretty good at walking slowly, 
steadily and quietly through the terrain, 

Now is a great time get out to photograph and celebrate our local wildlife 
and wild places. There is wildlife all around us. The best time to photograph ani-
mals is during the first and last two hours of light. Yet depending on what animal 
I am observing and what the sky is doing, I will photograph throughout the day. 

focusing on wild lives
narrative and photos by Trish Carney

I use a Canon 1D Mark II N camera 
and a Canon 5D camera. The lens I 
use most of the time when hiking is 
100-400mm f4.5-f5/6L IS. I walk with 
my camera on my tripod slung over 
my shoulder so that I am ready to start 
photographing immediately.

I like the solitude of the pre-dawn 
hours for searching for wildlife and 
photographing in the early morning 
light. The changing light is truly special 
at both dawn and dusk, and you can 
capture some magical images. 

Sometimes when I see an animal 
heading in my direction, I will deter-
mine where the light is, and drop down 
behind nearby cover – tree, rock or 
brush – and let the animal advance. I 
would never cut off the animal’s path – 
especially an animal as large and easily 
stressed as a deer. I read their body 
language and pay close attention to 
their “back off” signals. It is crucial to 
respect your subject and surroundings.

Creating the Image
When composing a shot I first 

look for where the light is, and decide 
how I want to expose the shot and 
what kind of mood I’m conveying. I 
scan the scene through the viewfinder 
to decide how best to frame the shot 
for a strong composition. I consider 
color, line, form, pattern, and texture 
when planning the shot. I make visual 
decisions regarding what to isolate 
and emphasize in order to heighten 
the effect of the photograph. There is 
no “one right way” to make a picture. 
My visual decisions are based on my 
preferences, experiences, instincts and 
prejudices – as will yours be. If you 
feel passionate about about what you 
choose to photograph, that passion will 
show up in your photos.

Trish Carney won first prize in WildCare’s 2007 
photo contest in the category of Point Reyes’ 
Deer. To enter WildCare’s 2008 photo contest, 
go to www.wildcarebayarea.org/photocontest. To 
view more of Trish’s work visit www.trishcarney.
net.

A beautiful photograph can inform, 
inspire and help people to care. It can be 
a reminder of what we take for granted 
and what we are at risk of losing. It’s up to 
the person behind the camera to make a 
strong image that communicates a unique 
point of view.

and I have spotted wildlife on nearly 
every trail there. The Rift Zone and 
Woodpecker Trails were favorites last 
year for photographing Fallow and 
Black-tailed Deer and Bobcats. The 
Bucklin Trail is quite a thoroughfare; it 
looks like every land mammal species 
in Marin crosses that trail! 

8  wildcare  415.453.1000
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patient gallery
American Badger (#0521) was 

found in Olompali State Park in Novato 
on May 3, and brought to WildCare by 
a Marin Humane Society Field Offi cer. 
The juvenile carnivore was bleeding 
from his nose, but was otherwise nor-
mally active and aggressive. 

X-rays and blood samples indicated 
no serious injury or illness, and some 
sort of accident was assumed. As a pre-
caution, a course of Vitamin K injec-
tions was prescribed in case the blood 
from his nose and in his stool was the 
result of eating a poisoned rodent. 
Over the next week he ate an astound-
ing number of gophers and other 
rodents. Weighing only four pounds 
upon intake, he gained a healthy 1.5 
pounds while at WildCare. A video of 
him is available on our website, wild-
carebayarea.org/patient updates. He 
was returned to Olompali State Park on 
May 14.

Pacific Gopher Snake (#0763) 
was found tangled in garden netting in 
Novato on May 26 by Leah Tuffanelli. 
In otherwise healthy condition, the 
snake had a deep open wound on the 
right side of his mouth that was dry 
and dirty. Medical staff soaked him in 
warm water for 20 minutes to clean 
and hydrate him. When the snake 
was stable, Dr. Kenneth Bacon sutured 
his ripped mouth and skin areas, and 
noticed that he had sustained mul-
tiple scale hemorrhages from trying to 
back out of the netting. The snake was 
put on antibiotics and pain medica-
tions, and WildCare medical staff was 
instructed to keep him warm and 
hydrated, and to clean and treat his 
injured skin. 

Unable to eat, the snake was 
tube-fed, and on June 4 he was fi nally 
observed eating an earthworm that 
had been put in his reptile box. Five 
days later he began to shed his skin, 
and was moved from a soil substrate 
to sphagnum moss. The daily soaking, 
cleaning and wound treatments con-

tinued, and by June 15 his wounds 
were fi nally healing well. He will re-
main in care for several months until 
his wounds are completely healed 
and he is able to shed his old skin.

Pallid Bat (#0613) was found 
in San Rafael on May 13 by Kathy 
Villegas, a WildCare volunteer. He 
seemed to be in great pain, and 
while being examined, lay on his 
side, not moving. His breathing was 
obviously labored, but other than 
some scrapes and scratches, he had 
no obvious wounds. Radiographs, 
however, told a very different story. 
He had sustained a fractured pelvis, 
a spinal injury, and internal bleed-
ing. His immobility and shallow 
breathing indicated extreme pain. 
He was anesthetized with isofl uorine 
gas and when unconscious and out 
of pain, was gently euthanized.

House Finch (#3657) was one 
of a group of fi ve nestlings brought 
to WildCare from San Rafael on 
June 3 by construction worker Pete 
Budonetkin. Their nest had been ac-
cidentally destroyed. 

The babies seemed to be simply 
healthy orphans, and were put in a 
fabricated nest in an incubator, and 
fed a baby bird diet formulated for 
nestlings every 45 minutes from 7am 
to 9pm. Then, on June 11, this one 
little bird began showing signs of an 
infection, with redness and swelling 
in his right eye. A highly infectious 
disease called conjunctivitis was sus-
pected, and he was put on antibiot-
ics and moved out of the group. By 
the end of his course of antibiotics 
his eye had improved. He suffered 
a minor setback when the infection 
returned, but a second medication 
was successful and he was able to be 
released with his siblings.

Conjunctivitis is a highly conta-
gious disease that social birds can 
contract at uncleaned bird baths and 
feeders.

#0763

#0613

#3657

#0613

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Photo by Kelle Kacmarcik

Photo by Janet Sinnicks

Photo by Alison Hermance

#0521
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Lettuce Thank You! A bad pun, 
but well-meant thanks for a great 
and ongoing gift. WildCare is ex-
tremely grateful to Don and Sue 
Santa, owners, and Julia Fischer 
and Mark Daveler, employees, of 
Woodlands Market in Kentfi eld for 
deliveries of produce above and 
beyond what any wild animal wildlife 
rehabilitation center could expect 
from a local grocery store.

Community support of all sorts is 
what makes WildCare’s work pos-
sible, and Woodlands thoughtfully 
and generously delivers a very real 
gift our wild animal patients need – 
an ongoing supply of fresh organic 
produce like lettuce, seasonal fruits 
and vegetables. 

Woodlands’ community support 
programs are unique among retailers 
in that the store does no member-
ship cards, advertising or coupons, 
but instead commits that part of its 
marketing budget to local schools 
and other community organizations.

 Located near the College of 
Marin, Woodlands Market offers a 
dazzling array of foods and services, 
including nutrition services, wine 
tasting, catering, fl owers and much 
more. Visit www.woodlandsmarket.
com to learn more. 

Our goal for every one of our 
wild animal patients is to help them 
recover, and release them to their 
home territories. Woodlands Mar-
ket’s weekly gifts make that possible.

Thank you so much, Woodlands 
Market, for being such a thoughtful, 
meaningful and important part of this 
effort.

 a lasting legacy 
by Don Humphreys, Attorney, retired
Ever since our children went 

“Tripping with Mrs. T” and brought 
injured birds to the wildlife hospital at 
Albert Park, Ginger and I have had a 
strong affection for WildCare. We both 
feel a deep sense of gratitude that its 
dedicated staff and volunteers are there 
to treat sick and injured wildlife, and 
teach young children to appreciate our 
natural world.

We support WildCare by volunteer-
ing and by contributing fi nancially, but 
our belief in WildCare’s work moti-
vated us to do more. To help assure 
that WildCare will be there when our 
grandchildren are grown, we’ve in-
cluded WildCare in our estate plan, and 
have become part of the Louise A. Boyd 
Circle.

The Louise A. Boyd Circle rec-
ognizes those who have chosen to 
translate their passion for WildCare 
into a planned gift that helps to insure 
that WildCare’s work is carried on for 
future generations.

According to our estate planning 
attorney, naming WildCare as a benefi -

Hungry Owl Project Events
WildCare’s Hungry Owl Project 

is busy this fall with three events 
aimed at helping people learn to live 
well with wildlife. 

On August 22, HOP will pres-
ent Owls of Marin, a family event 
to introduce you to our nocturnal 
neighbors. 

On Thursday, October 16, the 
Bluebird Trails Program offers wine 
and cheese and a chance to learn 
how you can help the Western Blue-
bird and other cavity nesters in their 
plight to fi nd suitable homes.

The popular Evening with Owls 
event returns on November 20 with 
live owls and refreshments.

All events are held at the Marin Art 
and Garden Center in Ross. Reser-
vations are required. Learn more at 
wildcarebayarea.org/hungryowl.

A Day with Raptors
Anne Ardillo, WildCare volunteer 

and raptor specialist with the Golden 
Gate Raptor Observatory, will offer a 
class on raptor identifi cation on Octo-
ber 4. The class will begin at WildCare 
at 9:30am and will continue with a 
trip to Hawk Hill in the Marin Head-
lands. Bring a bag lunch or snacks for a 
hawk talk at 12pm and stay to view the 
autumn raptor migration with GGRO 
naturalists. The public is welcome. 
Fees are $15 for WildCare members 
and volunteers, $20 for non-members. 
Reserve a space at 415-453-1000.

from page 3 
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ciary of our IRAs was the most effec-
tive and effi cient way for Ginger and 
I to make a planned gift. For others 
there may be a better way to include 
WildCare in an estate plan. 

WildCare would welcome the op-
portunity to work with you to plan a 
lasting gift best suited to your situation.

To include WildCare in your will or estate plan, 
please contact Jan Armstrong at 415-453-1000, 
ext. 13, or janarmstrong@wildcarebayarea.org.

news and notes
continues on page 13
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I living with wildlife I

living in lion country
Near the top of North America’s wildlife food chain is the 

mountain lion, also known variously as panther, puma and cougar. 
Increasingly these large cats are becoming entangled with every 
animal’s worst enemy—man. Mountain Lion sightings have been re-
ported throughout Marin, from the Marin Headlands and Tennessee 
Valley in Mill Valley to Novato and numerous places in West Marin. 
Recently a horse was attacked in San Anselmo. With danger this 
close, what’s the best plan of action?

On June 5, 1990 California 
voters approved Proposition 117, the 
California Wildlife Protection Act. 
The Act accomplished two things. 
It prohibited the sport hunting of 
the California Mountain Lion, and it 
required that California spend no less 
than $30 million a year on wildlife 
habitat protection and related purposes.  

State Senior Wildlife Biologist 
Doug Updike believes that lions and 
people have expanded into areas they 
did not inhabit 25 years ago, leading to 
more encounters. “More than half the 
state is lion country,” Updike said. 

Living Well with Wildlife
Understanding their nature and 

habits is key. Mountain lions generally 
exist wherever deer are found. They 
walk in the protection of dense cover, 
slinking stealthily in search of prey. 
They are solitary and elusive, and their 
nature is to avoid humans. Talking or 
making noise while hiking is a good 
way to avoid meeting one. 

If you do surprise a Mountain Lion, 
consider this: their natural instinct is to 
kill an animal when the panic behavior 
of the prey provokes them. So don’t 
act like prey! Anything that makes you 
look bigger, including opening your 
jacket up wide, may confuse a lion and 
deter an attack. When in lion habitat, 
keep your children close. Do not allow 
pets to run free. Leash laws protect 
your dog as well as wildlife. 

If you keep chickens, rabbits, 
or livestock, be sure they are well 
protected inside strong-gauge wire 
fencing at night. This will protect them 
from coyotes and bobcats as well.

Deer = Cougar
California Mountain Lion 
range in red at left coin-
cides with the range of their 
preferred prey species. 
Map courtesy of California 
Department of Fish & Game. 
Black-tailed Deer photo by 
Trish Carney

An area overbrowsed by deer cannot support the smaller species that depend upon the flowers, 
seeds and cover provided by a healthy variety of vegetation. Cougars prey upon deer and keep 
their population under control. This managed deer population allows a varied understory to thrive. 
Graphic and Cougar photo above courtesy of the Oregon State University Department of Education

For more information about Mountain Lions, visit 
www.dfg.ca.gov.keepmewild/lion.html
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I just for fun I Who am I?
 Write the name of the animal below its picture. Then match it in 
Spanish! Find the answers on page 14.

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

English:
Northern Raccoon
Pallid Bat
Barn Owl
Western Rattle-

snake

Brown Pelican
Turkey Vulture
Anna’s Humming-

bird 
Desert Tortoise
Coyote

Red-tailed Hawk
Bobcat 
Alligator Lizard

Spanish:
Tortuga del 

desierto

Mapache
Coyote
Colibrí coronirojo
Lagartija lagarto
Lince rojo
Pelícano café

2

6

10

3

7

11

4

8

12

1

5

9

Lechuza de 
campanario

Zopilote
Vibora de cascable
Aguililla parda
Murciélago pálido
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Jersey and Fisher’s Summer 
Babysitting Job

The primary job of our Wildlife 
Ambassadors is to help educate people 
about the species they represent. 

But this year two of our Ambas-
sadors – Double-crested Cormorants 
Jersey (male) and Fisher (female) – who 
have exhibited some gender-appropri-
ate interactive behaviors, have been 
asked to take on a second job for the 
summer. They have gone to Interna-
tional Bird Research and Rescue to 
be surrogate parents to three Double-
crested Cormorant hatchlings. No pay, 
but the food is good and the work is 
very rewarding.

It’s a Wrap!

It’s WildCare’s new Nature Van 
– wrapped in a compelling, attention-
getting design – with fabulous photo-
graphic images of wild animals on all 
sides. Look for it on a road near you!

WildCare gratefully thanks the 
Wayne and Gladys Valley Founda-
tion and the Laurel Foundation for the 
funding that made the purchase and 
wrap of this new, more environmen-

from page 10 
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news and notes
continues on page 14

tally sensitive, fuel-effi cient, road-
hugging, education-sharing vehicle 
possible. The stunning visual “wrap” 
was designed and produced by Creatis 
Design.

WildCare will use this cool 
new van to deliver nature education 
programs to thousands of children 
throughout nine Bay Area counties. 
We hope you will see it some time 
soon. Visit www.wildcarebayarea.org, 
or call 415.453.1000, ext.12 to book 
one of our age-appropriate, thematic, 
state-standards-correlated nature 
education programs for your school, 
center or group.

Creatures of Myth and Legend
Some of the creatures are scary, 

but some of them are sweet, too! If 
you’re a member, we invite you to 
bring your whole family to our special 
members’ Halloween event, an after-
noon of story telling, face painting, 
snacks, Wildlife Ambassadors and 
prizes for kids in costume! 

Not a member? Join at the door! 
Creatures of Myth and Legend, Sun-
day, October 28, 2-4pm at WildCare.

If you have had occasion to call 
WildCare on a Wednesday morn-
ing, you will recognize the cheerful 
welcome of Carole Haan’s voice. 
Carole is one of our treasured Living 
with Wildlife hotline volunteers, a 
specialty that seems simple enough 
– until a caller asks a question you 
don’t know the answer to! 

Carole has been volunteering 
to answer the phones on a regular 
four-hour volunteer shift since 1997, 
so she is pretty well-rehearsed on 
the most common questions people 
have when they call for advice. She 
enjoys sharing knowledge, and if 
there are things she doesn’t know, 
she’s also great at using the re-
sources available at the reception 
area. Sometimes those answers 
come from one of the many resource 
books on the shelf, or sometimes 
from a specialist dashing by into one 
of the wards.

The phones are pretty busy in 
the spring and summer, but by late 
fall things slow down and in winter 
it can be pretty dull. Not for Carole, 
though. Although she is defi nitely a 
“people-person,” she helps with mail-
ings, data entry on patient records, 
and has even lent a hand at events 
like the winter Gala, working at the 
reception and silent auction tables. 

When she’s not at WildCare, 
Carole works for a landscape ar-
chitect, and in her other spare time, 
loves to garden, paint in watercolors 
and attend theater performances 
given by her partner, actor Robert 
Morris.

  w.wildcarebayarea.org    wildcare  13
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 “Teach children to love nature; 
people take care of what they love.”

–Elizabeth Terwilliger

Happy Trails to Joys of Hiking
Ken Schopp writes, “We hosted 

the WildCare Joys of Hiking ‘Gour-
met Finale’ on June 5, when Delanna 
and Jeanne announced their resigna-

Take your hiking gear, binocu-
lars and camera to visit three Marin 
must-see spots this autumn.

Hawk Hill, located off Conzelman 
Road in the Marin Headlands, offers 
the chance to spot migrating hawks 
just north of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
Throughout autumn, thousands of 
hawks, falcons, vultures and even 
a few eagles make their way down 
the Pacifi c Coast to warmer winter 
homes. While migration peaks in 
late September, the best time to 
visit Hawk Hill is October thru mid-
November, once the summer fog has 
vanished.

Lake Lagunitas, one of fi ve lakes 
on Mt. Tamalpais, is a nature lover’s 
dream. From the trail head in Fairfax 
the hike to the lake is fairly level, and 
shaded by a mixed forest of red-
woods, fi rs, bays and madrones. The 
trail circles the lake. Look closely 
at the logs in front of the spillway to 
spy Western Pond Turtles sunning 
themselves. Keep your eyes open for 
cormorants, herons, egrets, grebes, 
ravens and crows, as well as a vari-
ety of migrating songbirds. 

At Stafford Lake in Novato, fol-
low the Terwilliger Trail under the 
branches of a large bay tree on 
your right as you start out through a 
meadow, freshwater marsh, over a 
creek, and up around an oak cov-
ered hill. Look for ducks on the pond 
and gopher mounds in the meadow, 
smell the pennyroyal in the fresh-
water marsh and listen to the quiet of 
the trail through the oak forest. 

I mrs. t’s corner I

Thank You!
WildCare gratefully thanks all those who made our 2008

Dining for Wildlife a tremendous success!

Restaurants
   AVA

Café Arrivederci
California Culinary Academy

Fish. Restaurant
Frantoio Ristorante

Il Davide
Insalata’s Restaurant

 Izzy’s Restaurant
  Jason’s Restaurant

   la rose bistro

Sponsors

and our wonderful diners!

Las Camelias
Marche aux Fleurs

Maria Manso World Cuisine
Mezze Restaurant & Bar

Millennium
Olema Inn & Restaurant

Ora
Pacific Café

Panama Hotel & Restaurant
Paradise Bay Restaurant & Bar

Piazza D’Angelo Ristorante
Rickey’s Restaurant and Bar

Ristorante Mezzo Mezzo
Sabor of Spain

Saylor’s Restaurant and Bar
Station House Café 

The Caprice
The Melting Pot

Toast
Wild Fox

                                        See you next year!   

Marin Independent Journal   La Dolce V Fine Chocolates
Anonymous      Jason Waddle & Erika Jackson

Farallone Pacific Insurance
Julie Allecta   Lucasfilm, Ltd.   Margareta and Robert Luff   Julie Malet

San Anselmo Animal Hospital   Sausalito Networking, Inc.
Schumann Printers   Karen Wilson   Woodworking West, Inc.

Zenith Instant Printing
Maureen Groper   Linda Y.H. Cheng    Montecito Shopping Center
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Joys of Hiking group, left to right: front row: 
Sharon Bozic, Diana Jorgensen, Margaret 
Wood; row two: Mimi Griffin-Jones, Fred Wood, 
Delanna Schneider, Jeanne Cohn, Nancy 
Schopp, Anke Ente, Diana Singer; row three: 
Don Humphreys, Sheila Hershon, Ginger 
Humphreys, Joyce Johnson, Carolyn Wood, 
Ona Rotenberg, David Crocker, Pat Kvam, 
Heike Dittrich-Kruljac, Marlea Taylor.

tion as leaders of the Joys of Hiking 
group. They have led these hikes for a 
very long time.” 

Thirty years last year, to be exact! 
As long-time hiker Diana 
Singer put it, “What joys 
there have been! Thank 
you, Jeanne Cohn and 
Delanna Schneider!” 

Who Am I?
Names of the animals 

on page 12 are as follows: 
1. Anna’s Hummingbird/
Colibrí coronirojo; 2. Coy-
ote/Coyote; 3. Red-tailed 
Hawk/Aguililla parda; 4. 
Western Rattlesnake/Vi-

bora de cascabel; 5. Pallid Bat/Murciélago 
pálido; 6. Desert Tortoise/Tortuga del de-
sierto; 7. Bobcat/Lince rojo; 8. Barn Owl/
Lechuza de campanario; 9. Turkey Vul-
ture/Zopilote; 10. Brown Pelican/Pelí-
cano café; 11. Alligator Lizard/Lagartijo; 
12. Northern Raccoon/Mapache.

14  wildcare  415.453.1000
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1. Skunks are the major terrestri-
al carrier of rabies in California. 
Fact or myth?

Fact! Each rabies-vector species 
carries the strain of rabies that has 
adapted to the population that sustains 
it. In California, the two rabies virus 
strains that infect all the other species 
(including humans) are the skunk 
strain and the bat strain.

2. Skunks will spray you without 
warning. Fact or myth?

Myth! Skunks rarely spray, but 
when they do, it is usually because 
they have been cornered or surprised. 
If you do corner a skunk he or she will 
threaten you first and give you warning 
signs to back off. She will stamp her 

skunk mythbusters
The skunk has learned to thrive among people. Because of the skunk’s 

ability to spray, people are more cautious of them than they are of many other spe-
cies, and rarely harass them. Did you ever wonder how WildCare medical staff are 
able to handle skunks that come in as patients? Yes, yes, very carefully – but there 
are some tricks, too. Test your knowledge about your nocturnal neighbor!

feet, puff up her tail and turn around to 
aim before releasing her missile. Dogs 
often don’t know how to read her body 
language, and are prime targets. 

3. Skunks chew their way into
attics and crawl spaces.
Fact or myth?

Myth! Skunks like to dig and they 
are not good climbers. They’ll be happy 
to dig through your refuse for tasty 
food you’ve left and are willing to work 
hard to tear up your lawn to rid you of 
slugs and snails. They will also provide 
clean-up service for pet food you leave 

outside, and have been known to come 
through pet doors to help themselves. 

4. Tomato juice is the best
solution to use to neutralize 
skunk odor. Fact or myth?

Myth! Tomato juice only masks 
the odor to your nose temporarily. 
Better products are available for sale, 
or you can make your own. If your 
pet has been sprayed, bathe him in 
a freshly-made mixture of 1 quart of 
3% hydrogen peroxide (from drug 
store), 1/4 cup of baking soda (sodium 
bicarbonate) and a teaspoon of liquid 
detergent. After five minutes rinse him 
with water. Repeat if necessary. For 
clothing and surfaces, chlorine bleach 
solution will neutralize the odor. 

5. Skunks have no predators. 
Fact or myth?

Myth! Skunks don’t have a lot of 
predators, but Great-horned Owls (like 
most birds) don’t have a good sense of 
smell, and find them very satisfying!

6. Skunks were introduced to the 
Americas from Europe. 
Fact or myth?

Myth! Two skunk species inhabit 
Indonesia and the Philippines; all other 
skunks are native to the Americas from 
Canada to central South America.

7. Trapping and relocating a
nuisance skunk will solve the 
problem humanely. Fact or myth?

Myth! Relocating any wild animal 
is illegal because it spreads diseases to 
other populations, shifts the problem 
to someone else, and usually causes the 
death of the animal. If the source of the 
problem remains, another animal will 
just take its place.

Baby skunks can spray almost as well as adults! Visit our website for a video and story of a res-
cue of eight orphaned baby skunks by our Wildlife Solutions Specialist. Photo by Heather Barton

Young skunks leave their mothers in the fall in search of new territories. If you are having a 
problem with skunks or other wildlife on your property, WildCare’s humane Wildlife Solutions 
service is a low-cost way to solve the problem . Call 415-453-1000, ext. 23.



 Museum and
Courtyard Programs

Wildlife Ambassadors* 
Ambassadors in the Courtyard 

 Pool Bird feeding daily 
at 12:30 & 4:30pm FREE

Living with Wildlife Classes
Tamalpais Union High School District 
Adult & Community Education Series
at WildCare, 6:30-8:30pm
 September 17: Living with Wildlife
 September 24: Meet the Mammals
 October 1: Birds of a Feather
 October 8: Reptiles and 

Amphibians
 October 15: Wildlife Solutions
 October 22: Wildlife Rehabilitation
415-945-3730 www.marinlearn.com

Raptor ID/Hawk Migration 
Class and Field Trip with WildCare  

 October 4, 9:30am-2pm $20
  Members $15

Terwilliger Nature
Guide Programs

Fall Nature Guide Training
Saturday mornings 

September 20-November 22
9am-1pm $50

Events

Creatures of Myth & Legend
WildCare Member Event
Sunday, October 26, 2-4pm 

Hungry Owl Project 
Events at the Marin Art and Garden 
Center

Owls of Marin
August 22, 6:30-8:30pm

Bluebird Trails
October 16, 6:30-8pm

An Evening with Owls
November 20, 6:30-9:30pm

Wildlife Conferences

California Council for Wildlife 
Rehabilitators Symposium
Tenaya Lodge, Yosemite, CA
November 21 - 23, 2008
415-541-5090 www.ccwr.org

International Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Council Symposium

Gaia Hotel and Spa, Napa Valley, CA
November 5 - 9, 2008
408-271-2685 www.iwrc-online.org

Wildlife Rehabilitation
Programs

New Volunteer Orientations
Orientation for Adult Volunteers, 1-5pm
 One-hour orientation followed by 
100–Introduction to Wildlife 

Rehabilitation $40 
Class fee includes one-year 
WildCare membership.

 August 2   September 6 October 4

Classes for Volunteers
103–Zoonoses 
 October 8, 6:30-8pm
206–Fluid Therapy  

October 9, 2-4pm
207–Necropsy 
 September 21, 10-12am
209–Introduction to the Med Room 
 October 14, 6:30-8:30pm
210–Veterinary Drugs & Dosages 
 October 27, 6:30-8:30pm
213–Introduction to Radiology 
 November 3, 6:30-8:30pm
303–Raptor ID and
 Hawk Migration Field Trip
 October 4, 10:30am-3pm $15
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