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Dear Friends of WildCare,

As I write this, Northern California’s glorious Indian 
summer is in full swing, and the usual autumn changes we 
see in our patient intakes—more migratory birds that have 
flown into windows and fewer baby birds and mammals—
have been accompanied by some very unusual ones. The 
cool summer weather slowed our baby season, but our one 
July heat wave with two weeks of 110-degree temperatures 
brought us part of a colony of infant Mexican Free-tailed 
bats suffering heat exhaustion.

We saw fewer hospital patients at WildCare this year, but the unusual is 
becoming usual, and it is apparent that global warming is causing changes in 
nature we can’t yet predict. Nature, however, seems to be experimenting with 
alternatives to wildlife’s natural cycles. Make no mistake—nature can take care of 
herself. The question is: can we? 

These changes make WildCare’s work more urgent than ever. We work with 
the belief that we can make a difference—a difference that would not be possible 
without our dedicated staff, board, volunteer corps, committed and generous 
donors and community partners. Our recent courtyard improvements reflect the 
new vision for a bright future for WildCare that could not have been achieved 
without help and support from all those sources.

Also new for WildCare is our Home Response Service, made 
possible because of your tremendous response our recent appeal. 
Jasmine Lemons, Wildlife Solutions Specialist, has joined our staff 
to help provide humane solutions to neighborhood wildlife issues. 

Our Terwilliger Nature Education programs teach people to 
love nature—thank you, Mrs. T—and it is my pleasure to welcome 
Susanne Cooper, a former volunteer who has joined our staff as 
WildCare’s new Terwilliger Van Naturalist. The environmental 

education programs she teaches are more 
important than ever, as more and more children 
experience what is being recognized as “nature 
deficit disorder”—a result of too much time spent 
indoors viewing the world through the filter of a video screen. 

I am delighted to introduce two new board members: Mickey 
Luckoff, President and General Manager of KGO Radio, and 
Alan Reid, President of Forward Funds. They join a terrific board 
guiding and growing this wonderful organization.

At the same time, I extend a warm farewell to board members 
Marilyn Freund and Don Humphreys, each of whom has given WildCare six years 
of exemplary service. Most recently serving as board secretary, Marilyn has also 
volunteered in the hospital and helped redesign our newsletter. Don has been 
president of the board for the past two years, a past treasurer, and continues to 
volunteer as a Terwilliger Nature Guide. His warmth, generosity and leadership 
have been greatly appreciated. Both he and Marilyn will be missed.

All of us at WildCare wish you joy, peace and wildlife during the holidays, 
and thank you for your unique contribution to this vibrant organization. We look 
forward to sharing with you a renewed commitment to the natural world and to 
the spirit of hope and inspiration that is embodied in the work of WildCare. 

Sincerely,

Karen Wilson
Executive Director

Susanne Cooper
Van Naturalist

Jasmine Lemons
Wildlife Solutions 
Specialist

Pho
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news and notes...

Hungry Owl Project’s Alex 
Godbe wins Jefferson Award

Hungry Owl Project Director Alex 
Godbe has been awarded the Jefferson 
Award for Public Service. Established 
in 1972 to encourage and honor indi-
viduals for their achievements and 
contributions through community 
service, local winners of this national 
award are selected by CBS-TV 5’s steer-
ing committee. The award winner is 
featured in the San Francisco Chronicle, 
on KCBS-AM 740, and on CBS-TV.  
Jefferson Award winners are local 
heroes. We think Alex certainly fi ts 
the bill and we are proud of the work 
that Alex and her dedicated volunteers 
accomplish to educate the public to 
conserve and live harmoniously with 
local wildlife! 

Celebrating the 

Joys of Hiking
Delanna Schnei-

der and Jeanne Cohn 
have done three 
amazing things 
with Joys of Hiking 
—they started it, 
they just celebrated 
the group’s 30th anniversary, and 
they condensed 30 years of memories 

into 36 pages (plus 
gourmet recipes) of 
their just-published 
book—The Joys of 
Hiking; 30 Years of 
Memories, Marin 
and Beyond. Buy it 
now at WildCare!

The 30th an-
niversary cel-
ebration, held at 

members Don and Ginger Humphreys’ 
home, was attended by Joys of Hik-
ing members who had hiked with the 
group throughout the years. Meaning-
ful remarks and hiking gifts for co-
founders Delanna and Jeanne high-
lighted the festive evening’s activities. 
Each member received a hiking boot 
pendant, signifying their member-
ship in the Order of the Boot. 

Bocce 2006
Mille grazie a 

tutti—thanks to all, 
WildCare’s 2006 
Italian Bocce Fes-
tival was brillante, 
allegro e dinamico. 
A sunny day, close 
competition, deli-
cious food, thrill-
ing play, wonderful 
wine and good times—all combined 
with your support to make a very suc-
cessful event to help fund WildCare’s 
environmental education and wildlife 
rehabilitation programs.

Special thanks to our Presenting 
Co-Sponsors Bocce Wines and the 
Marin Independent Journal, and our 
Host, Hospitality and Court Sponsors 
—Marin Sanitary Service, Mezzetta, 

PAX Scientifi c, Seal Rock 
Inn, Thomas Mulvey 
and Associates Building 
Contractors Incorporated, 
Vineyard Bank and Wells 
Fargo Bank.

We’ll look forward to 
seeing you all again next 
year—ci vediamo a l’anno 
prossimo!

Come See the Babies!
Sunday, April 29, 1-4pm

WildCare’s Baby Shower gives 
people a chance to see live, orphaned 
wild animal babies in the spring, soon 
after they are born. Wildlife Ambas-
sadors (resident educational animals) 
also make appearances for this event at 
WildCare’s San Rafael facility. 

Suggested donation $7 (free to 
members) or equivalent in donated 
food and/or supplies for babies.

news and notes
continued on page 14

Photo by Jan Wild

Photo by Robert Bloomberg

Italian Bocce Festival competitive 
champions for the fourth time, Ambrosia 
Pizza and Pasta team members pose with 
their trophy (top).  Winning recreational 
team Wells Fargo players stand tall on the 
court. (below) One of their team—Jonathan 
Hermance—takes careful aim. (inset) 
Photos by Marian Eschen

WC NewsV10-3.indd   3WC NewsV10-3.indd   3 2/22/07   5:00:11 PM2/22/07   5:00:11 PM



4   WildCare   415.453.1000 Winter 2006  W

Hoary Bats are screamers. When 
approached they will roll over on 
their backs, spread out and flap their 
wings to look as large and as fierce as 
possible. They let out unbelievably 
loud, piercing screeches. I imagine they 
are very successful at scaring predators 
away, yet each one weighs only as 
much as a small jar of baby food. 

Bay Area Bats
All of the Bay Area’s bats are 

insectivores, and eat a wide variety 
of insects including 
moths, beetles, 
flies, termites and 
mosquitoes. All of our 
bats are also nocturnal, 

feeding around or after dusk. 
Depending on climate, many bats may 
also migrate and/or hibernate.  

Marin County is home to 13 
different species of bats. Of those, only 
two species are solitary—the Hoary Bat 
and the Western Red Bat. The other 11 
species are colonial. Since 1992, the 
most common bats we see at WildCare 
are the six species pictured on page 5: 
Big Brown Bat, California Bat, Hoary 
Bat, Little Brown Bat, Mexican Free-
tailed Bat and Pallid Bat. Each species 
of bat has different characteristics 
and behaviors, and each individual 
animal within the species has a unique 
personality. 

Colonial Bats
Colonial bats live in groups. 

Groups can be small or number in 
the tens of millions. Colonial bats can 
be found roosting in caves, mines, in 
rock crevices or cliffs, in dead trees 
or in man-made structures. Colonial 
species have little or no hair on their 
tail membrane. 

Solitary Bats
Solitary bats are foliage roosters, 

and live in trees. One way to tell the 
difference between a colonial and a 
solitary bat is that solitary bats have 
a fully furred tail membrane, which 
can be drawn over the belly and head. 
This serves to keep the bat warm and 
camouflage it to prevent predators from 
finding it.

 I have never met a wildlife rehabilitator who hasn’t fallen in love 
with bats after working with a Mexican Free-tailed Bat, and I am 
no exception. Mexican Free-tailed Bats are gregarious, charismatic 
animals. They chatter, chirp, purr, chastise each other and eventually 
go to sleep layered one on top of another like tiles on a roof. They are 
curious, intelligent and highly social.

living with wildlife...

Bats: Up Close and Personal
by Marian Eschen, WildCare Foster Care Bat Team Leader
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The exact opposite is true of the 
cantankerous Pallid Bat. It is the only 
species of bat I have ever taken care of 
that has chewed its way out of a cage. 
In their defense, Pallid Bats are also one 
of the easiest species to take care of. As 
bats who prey on insects that live on 
the ground they quickly adapt to eating 
out of a dish. This type of feeding is 
completely alien to species of bats that 
catch bugs while flying, so they often 
require time-consuming hand feeding. 

Colonial Mexican Free-tailed Bats photo by Marian Eschen

Bats are often admitted 
to our hospital with 
holes in their wings. 
As long as the holes 
are in the center of 
the wing, and the tear 
does not extend to 
the edge, the skin will 
regenerate. Pallid Bat in 
rehabilitation photo by 
Marian Eschen

Bat Stats
•A colony of 1000 bats is capable 

of eating 22 pounds of insects 
nightly.

•Bats in other parts of the world 
also eat fish, frogs, fruit, nectar, 
pollen, rodents, other bats, birds 
or blood. 

•The bat is the only mammal able to fly.

•Bracken Bat Cave, near San Antonio, Texas, 
contains more than 20 million individuals and 
is the world’s largest community of mammals.

Ma
Ca
We

•Many garden pests 
can hear bats more 
than 100 yards away 
and will attempt to 
avoid them by leaving.

•The bat’s scientific 
name, Chiroptera, 
means “hand wing.”

•A mother bat can return to the maternity 
colony of thousands and find her baby by 
voice and smell.

•Bats have lived in the Americas since the 
age of dinosaurs.

•Bat houses, properly placed, can help entice 
bats to your garden.

•Tequilla is produced from agave plants whose 
seed production depends upon bat pollinators.

•An anticoagulant from vampire bat saliva may 
soon be used to treat human heart patients.

•Bats are exceptionally vulnerable to extinction, 
in part because they are the slowest 
reproducing mammals on earth for their size. 
Most produce only one young per year.

•Nearly 40% of American bat species 
are in severe decline or already listed as 
endangered. 
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have been clocked at over 60 mph, and 
at elevations of 10,000 feet. Bracken Cave 
hosts a population of over 20 million 
Mexican Free-tailed Bats. 

Pallid Bat
Antrozous pallidus 

Pallid Bats are ground feeders. 
Favorite foods include Jerusalem crickets, 
scorpions and centipedes. They have a 
distinctive almost skunk-like odor. 

Silver-haired Bat 
Lasionycteris noctivagans 

Now rarely found in Marin, Silver-
haired Bats are one of the slowest fl ying 
bats in North America. They roost singly 
or in small groups in forested areas. 

Townsend’s Big-eared Bat
Corynorhinus townnsendii

California’s most endangered bat, the 
Townsend’s Bat is extremely sensitive, and 
may abandon its roost if disturbed. 

Western Long-eared Bat
Myotis evotis

Long-eared Bats are adaptable eaters. 
They can eat insects in the air, glean 
them from plants, or pick them up off the 
ground. 

Western Red Bat
Lasiurus blossevillii

Red Bats have up to three pups. While 
most bat pups are born naked with their 
eyes closed, Red Bats are born furred.

Yuma Bat
Myotis yumanensis

While some bat species may take the 
entire night to feed, Yuma Bats are very 
effi cient feeders, eating their fi ll within 
half an hour.

Big Brown Bat
Eptesicus fuscus 

Big Brown Bats are very effi cient eat-
ers, consuming their entire body weight 
in insects nightly. They eat a large variety, 
including many agricultural pest insects. 

California Bat
Myotis californicus

California Bats are one of the smallest 
North American bats, and can live over 
15 years. In spring, they give birth to one 
baby, which is able to fl y by the time it is 
one month old.

Fringed Bat
Myotis thysanodes

A fringe of hair on the outer edge 
of its tail membrane distinguishes this 
species. It catches most of its prey in the 
air, but also gleans some from foliage.

Hoary Bat
Lasiurus cinereus

Hoary Bats are Marin’s largest 
species, weighing in at approximately one 
ounce, with a wing span of 13-16 inches. 

Little Brown Bat
Myotis lucifugus

Little Brown Bats can live over 30 
years. They eat their body weight in 
insects every night, and are able to fl y at 
14 days old.

Long-legged Bat
Myotis volans

Long-legged Bats eat a wide variety 
of arthropods including moths, fl ies, 
termites, beetles and spiders. They give 
birth to one pup in June or July. 

Mexican Free-tailed Bat
Tadarida brasiliensis

Also known as Guano Bats or 
Brazilian Free-tailed Bats, individuals 

Bats and Rabies
Bats are the primary rabies vector 

species in California, followed by 
skunks. Each year, WildCare admits 
several bats that test positive for the 
rabies virus, but every sick or injured 
bat is not rabid. All mammals can 
contract rabies, however, even the 
less than half of 1% of bats that do, 
normally bite only in self defense.

Contrary to popular misconception, 
bats are not blind, do not become 
entangled in human hair, and seldom 
transmit disease to other animals or 
humans. Most bats that enter living 
areas are lost youngsters with no 
greater interest than a safe escape. 
They can be chased out through an 
open door or window or caught in a 
butterfly net, a leather-gloved hand, 
or a coffee can slowly placed over 
them while a piece of cardboard is slid 
between the bat and wall. 

If you find a bat, call WildCare for 
advice. To protect yourself, and to give 
a sick or injured bat the best chance 
for treatment:

•Never touch or handle a bat with 
bare hands

•Never sleep in a room in which a 
bat is present.

Adopt Echo the Hoary Bat 
Echo came to WildCare as a 

patient. Unable to fly because of a 
brain injury due either to poisoning 
or head trauma, she could not be 
released, and became a Wildlife 
Ambassador in 2004. 

For as little as $35, you 
can adopt Echo and support 
WildCare’s work. To learn more 
about WildCare’s new Ambassador 
Adoption program, call WildCare at 
415-453-1000, ext. 20, or visit our 
website: www.wildcarebayarea.org.

Marin’s six most common species (alphabetically, left to right) top: Big Brown Bats, 
California Bat, Hoary Bat; bottom: Mexican Free-tailed Bat, Pallid Bat, Western Red Bat. 
Western Red Bat by Marian Eschen; all other photos by Robert Bloomberg 
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jin the courtyard...
1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

Courting Success
WildCare’s new courtyard is designed to engage

A vision, a plan, hard-working 
staff, dedicated volunteers, supportive 
members, a beneficent foundation, a 
generous and caring philanthropist, 
professional assistance and a little time 
(two years to be exact) have created 
WildCare’s exciting, new, welcoming 
and accessible courtyard.

 Officially opened to press attention 
on October 23, this wonderful nature 
education resource, populated by 
Wildlife Ambassadors (recovered but 
unreleasable wildlife rehabilitation 
hospital patients) is open to the public 
365 days a year. Each new Ambassador 
enclosure reflects the habitat in 
which its resident is usually found. 
Interpretive signs engage visitors by 
linking the individual animal to its 
global significance. WildCare is proud 
to provide a new opportunity to enrich 
the understanding of our relationship 
to the wild.

Interpretive signage, generously 
funded by the DMARLOU Foundation, 
and designed by locally based but 
internationally known Academy 

Vision, support, planning and elbow grease result 
in WildCare’s new Kaliski Courtyard. Left, work in 
progress on the seabird pool and cages, coordinated 
by Facilities Manager Jacob Fries. Below, left to right, 
Student Volunteers Amy Blower and Katie Cronin 
spruce up the ravens’ cage; Felipe Santiago of the 
DMARLOU Foundation and Robert Kaliski chat at the 
opening; Karen Wilson and Jan Armstrong discuss 
Spanish translations for the interpretive signage. 
Photos by Marian Eschen and JoLynn Taylor

Right, Richard Vance, a 
a board member of the 
Marine Mammal Center, 
and philanthropist Susan 
Gray toast WildCare’s 
success at the courtyard 
opening; far right, (top to 
bottom) Board President 
Donald Humphreys 
presents a gift to 
Felipe Santiago of the 
DMARLOU Foundation; 
Mary Pounder, 
Director of the Wildlife 
Ambassador Program, 
speaks to the gathering 
about the significance  
of naturalized habitats for educational 
animals; below, Susan Gray chats with 
Mary Pounder.

Studios, was translated pro bono into 
Spanish by San Francisco’s 
Intercultura Multilingual Media. 
All naturalized enclosures were 
funded by philanthropist Susan 
Gray, and constructed by Thomas 
Mulvey and Associates Building 
Contractors Incorporated and Van 
Midde and Son Concrete. The 
courtyard pool was cleaned at a 
discount by Viking Sandblasting, 

landscaping elements 
were donated by 
Sunnyside Nursery, 
and deeply discounted 
by North Coast Native 
Nursery.

WildCare’s staff of 15 and more 
than 300 volunteers worked to 
coordinate all the generosity, good 
will and substantial assistance offered 
by these wonderful agencies and 
individuals. Now our courtyard can 
really convey our message of living 
with wildlife in the habitat we all 
call home.
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just for kids...

1. I’m all black and look like a crow,
Playing with toys helps make my smart mind grow.

2. I look like a big rat but am nothing of the kind,
In my marsupial pouch, tiny babies you’ll find.

3. I am a seabird with a huge pouchy beak,
I plunge under water to catch fish to eat.

4. I’m a webbed seabird but waterproof I’m not,
So I stretch my wings and sunbathe a lot.

5. I’m the only reptile in this happy crew,
I eat grass and shrubs and cactus, too.

6. I’m a colorful duck that nests high in a tree,
When my babies hatch, they jump down to join me.

7. Although I’m a bird, I’ve no feathers on my red head,
That’s because I like to eat things that are dead.

8. With my strong beak I peck-peck-peck into wood,
I store acorns for later because they taste good.

9. We three raptors hunt in the day,
We use our sharp talons to catch our prey.

10. In tall old trees, I hunt at night,
With deep black eyes, I’m a beautiful sight.

Courtyard
Who’s Who

WildCare’s courtyard
has lots of wild

animals to look at.
Can you guess

who’s who?

1. raven 2. opossum 3. pelican 
4. cormorant 5. tortoise 6. wood duck

 7. vulture 8. Acorn Woodpecker 
9. hawks 10. owl
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Golden Eagle (#1012) was found 
by Allison Pon of Fairfax on July 28. 
Alison thought she had found a hawk.
The Marin Humane Society offi cer who 
delivered the blanket-wrapped “hawk” 
to WildCare said the bird wouldn’t fi t 
in a carrier box. One look told med 
staff this wasn’t a hawk, but a beautiful 
juvenile Golden Eagle.

The bird was unable to stand, and 
had no use of his right leg, which was 
fl accid, cool and very loose, with no 
pain response. The bird was given fl u-
ids, put on antibiotics and pain medi-
cations, and moved to a secluded cage 
to recover from the ordeal of capture.

The eagle was taken to Dr. Scott 
Ford of the Medical Center for Birds in 
Oakley, who found no obvious cause of 
the injury, but thought the bird might 
be suffering nerve damage, which can 
take months to heal.

Over the next few weeks staff and 
volunteers struggled to get him to eat, 
to prevent feather damage from the 
cage, and to manage his pain to give 
his injury time to heal. By early Sep-
tember, he was showing improvement 
in many areas. He was eating without 
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Enter the
Living with Wildlife 
Photography Contest!

1. Suitability of subject matter.
2. Lighting, composition and techni-

cal quality.

The Winners
A Grand Prize winner will be 

chosen from the First Place winners 
of each of four categories. Grand Prize 
winner will receive an award of $500 
and will be featured on the cover of 
WildCare’s Autumn 2007 newsletter. 

A second $500 prize presented by 
the Marin Humane Society will go to 
the the best photo in the category of 
Axis and Fallow Deer photographs.

Additional prizes will be awarded 
to the First Place winners in all catego-
ries. 

For more information and entry 
forms, call or stop in at WildCare or 
visit our website: 
www.wildcarebayarea.org. 

Photo by Brenda Jaszewski
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Photo by Dianne Woods

Give us your best shot!

Grab your camera and hit the 
trails—or the back yard or the beach 
or the park—and send us your best 
wildlife or nature photo. WildCare’s 
having a photo contest!

The Rules
1. Subject matter must include 

some aspect of Bay Area wildlife, na-
ture (non-human), or natural phenom-
ena. 

2. All entries must be received by 
August 15, 2007.

3. Enter as many times as you 
wish. Each entry must be accompanied 
by a completed and signed entry form, 
entry fee of $15 and one of the follow-
ing:

a) an 8” x 10” professionally 
printed glossy or matte photo suitable 
for scanning, or 

b) an 8” x 10” home ink-jet printed 
photo proof accompanied by a high-
resolution digital image (minimum 
300dpi at 8”x 10” size) in jpeg, tif, or 
eps format.

4. Professional photographers, 
WildCare employees and their families 
are not eligible to enter.

The Judges
A panel of fi ve judges will choose 

Grand Prize and First Prize winners in 
each of fi ve categories. Winning photos 
will be judged on the following:

Phot

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

patient
gallery
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assistance, his weight had increased, 
he was standing on his good leg, and 
showing some pain response and con-
trol of his injured leg. 

By October 20, all progress had 
stopped. In attempting to walk, he 
had used his wings as crutches, and 
despite padding and bandages, he had 
developed wounds on his wings. The 
chance of improvement was very small, 
and considering the stress and pain of 
continued attempts at treatment, the 
magnifi cent bird was euthanized.

Pacifi c Ring-necked Snake 
(#1309) was found in the home of a 
Fairfax woman on August 31. Ter-
rifi ed, she sprayed the unfortunate 
reptile with Raid to try to kill it. When 
she asked her neighbor Art Gralapp 
to bury it, he found it was still alive. 
He immediately rinsed the harmless 
reptile in warm water, then brought it 
to WildCare, adding a note to med staff 
on the intake card: “Please save him.”

The snake was nearly immobile. 
Medical staffer Cindy Dicke was on 
duty, and she called the Raid hotline. 
She was told that, while the product 
is toxic to amphibians, they did not 
know how toxic it might be to rep-
tiles, and advised supportive care and 
warmth. Two days later, the snake 
was bright, alert and reactive, and Dr. 
Debra Scheenstra pronounced it suf-
fi ciently recovered to be returned to a 
less dangerous part of its territory. 

Pallid Bat (#0340) was found on 
April 29 on Vernon Huffman’s drive-
way in San Anselmo, unable to fl y. 
Rabies-vaccinated WildCare volunteer 
Ann Ardillo transported the bat to 
WildCare. Examination revealed sev-
eral wounds on the bat’s right side and 
wing. She was put on antibiotics and 

taken into foster care for supportive 
treatment, where she showed a good 
appetite—up to 50 mealworms a day. 
On May 8 she had recovered enough 
to escape her cage into the enclosing 
room. She eluded capture, coming out 
every night to eat the worms left for her.

On June 23, nearly six weeks later, 
she was recaptured and returned to a 
larger bat enclosure that would allow 
her to fl y short distances. She was eat-
ing well, and her weight was excellent. 
No one was more surprised than her 
caregiver to discover on July 11 that 
she had just given birth to a large red 
baby.

Mother and baby were transferred 
to a new foster caregiver in an outdoor 
shed in close proximity to a bat ma-
ternity roost. They were monitored for 
the next month, and by August 16, the 
baby was almost as big as his mother. 
Both were released on August 24.

Common Barn Owl (#1433) was 
discovered on a barge fi lled with mud 
20 miles outside of San Francisco near 
the Farallon Islands by two employees 
of Oscar Niemoth Towing. Gene Orloff 
and Bob Summer went to great lengths 
(and depth of mud) to rescue the dehy-
drated, starved and confused owl and 
bring him to WildCare, where he was 
admitted on September 27.

Weighing in at 688 grams with 
the mud on his wings so thick he 
was unable to lift them, he needed an 

immediate bath. After that, the still 
dirty bird got 24 hours to eat and rest 
before beginning the series of baths 
he needed to restore his feathers to a 
healthy condition. Once all the mud 
was removed, he weighed in at 550 
grams and began eating well and gain-
ing weight. By October 16 he was in an 
aviary and fl ying well. With no way to 
know how he got to the barge, where to 
release him will be the next challenge!

Turkey Vulture (#0906) 
was found at about 4 days old in 
Sonoma, and spent his fi rst three 
weeks as a single chick in human 
care before being transferred to 
WildCare on July 15. The young 
bird seemed to be habituated to 
humans, and this condition had 
to be addressed quickly or he 
would be unreleaseable.

Vladimir, our resident Turkey 
Vulture, is in captivity because 
he was irreversibly imprinted 
by his fi nder. In the hopes that 
the young bird would transfer 
his focus onto his own species 
(Vladimir), an attempt was made 
to introduce the two birds. They 

were put together in a secluded enclo-
sure, and though Vladimir showed no 
interest, the youngster watched him 
closely.

Once able to feed himself, the 
baby was sent to an outdoor aviary 
with another recovering adult, and the 
two vultures became friendly. If the 
youngster attempts to approach this 
caregiver, a spray from a garden hose (a 
technique called “vexing”) sends him 
back to his vulture companion. The 
prognosis for his release is good.

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Photo by JoLynn Taylor Photo by Alex Godbe
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What starts out clean and cautious but ends up dirty and happy? 
A WildCare camper. Okay, it’s an easy riddle to answer, but it tells 
you what you need to know—time spent in nature may be the best 
gift we can give our children and our planet.

to themselves. About ten minutes 
later, all the campers were standing in 
the shallow water, sailing the canoes, 
having a wonderful time, happily 
covered with “gunk.”

Last Child in the Woods
Richard Louv, in his book Last 

Child in the Woods: Saving Our 
Children from 
Nature-Deficit 
Disorder (2005), 
writes, “Nature-
deficit disorder 
describes the human 
costs of alienation 
from nature, among 
them: diminished 
use of the senses, 
attention difficulties, 
and higher rates 
of physical and 
emotional illnesses.” 
Concerned with 
what he sees 

happening today, he says that, “at 
the very moment that the bond is 
breaking between the young and the 

natural world, a growing body of 
research links our mental, physical, 
and spiritual health directly to our 
association with nature—in positive 
ways…. As one scientist puts it, we 
can now assume that just as children 
need good nutrition and adequate 
sleep, they may very well need contact 
with nature.” 

Connecting to Nature
Scientific researchers are now 

documenting that the antidote to 
nature-deficit disorder is a connection 
to nature. Whether by touching “gunk” 
left behind by the tide, or looking 
closely at findings on the trail, we 
see the benefits of direct contact with 
nature every day in our environmental 
education programs, first inspired by 
Elizabeth Terwilliger’s multi-sensory, 
interactive teaching methods.

One of WildCare’s Nature Guides, 
Kristen Breck, tells a story about one 
of her groups. “One of my favorite 
moments,” she writes, “was when we 
were on scat hill looking for, well, scat. 
I asked the kids why they thought 
looking at scat might be interesting, 
and what clues they might find about 
the animal by looking at it. Their first 
comments were, ‘ee-eww!’ and ‘Are we 
going to touch it?’ ‘Why do we care 
about this?’ accompanied by rolling 
eyes and uncomfortable giggles. When 
I started poking at some scat with a 
stick, some of the kids screamed, ‘That 
is so gross!’ Then I challenged them, 
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the environmental approach...

Nature Nourishes
Story by Pamela Westfall Bochte and Jan Armstrong; photos by Mary Pounder

Wildlife Outdoor Adventure Camp
Their first day at China Camp 

State Park, most campers looked to 
the counselors for what activities to 
do and, when given free time, sat 
and talked among themselves about 
movies and computer games. By the 
fourth day, the sleepover, campers 
had begun to invent 
their own activities—
new nature-based 
games, climbing and 
exploring. During 
another session of the 
same type of camp, 
on their first day 
campers made tiny 
paper canoes they 
would sail on the 
bay the third day. But 
when that day came, 
the tide had begun to 
go out, and campers 
were hesitant to wade 
into the water, or touch the “gunk” 
the tide had left behind. Counselors 
watched, waited and left the children 

Th
gro
so

Whether it is touching “gunk” left behind by the tide, or looking 
closely at findings on the trail, we see the benefits of direct contact 
with nature every day in our environmental education programs.  

With ample time to explore, Wildlife Outdoor Adventure Campers 
begin to invent their own activities—nature-based games that 
include climbing and exploration.  

10   WildCare   415.453.1000 Winter 2006
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saying that the word ‘gross’ was like a 
blockade to learning; once you said it, 
you had already made up your mind, 
and stopped learning.” 

For the rest of the hike, Kristen 
challenged the kids to avoid the word 
“gross,” or if they used it, to give three 
reasons why they did. They examined 
the scat, and found bones, fur, mashed 
berries, seeds and grass. 
They asked a million 
questions—Who left this? 
What is that? Why is it 
white, long, round? Why 
is there fur in it? Who got 
eaten? Is it mushy? Is it 
smelly? Their imaginations 
about animal life on scat 
hill just came alive! As 
they were walking down 
the hill, she heard the kids say to 
each other, “That was really cool! And 
“Those bones were so little…poor 
mouse!” And her favorite, “Is there 
such a thing as a poo doctor?” 

The transformation 
through time spent in 
nature—from grossed 
out, squeamish kids to inquisitive, 
thoughtful learners—is amazing. They 
do it themselves. 

Seeing the Results 
At WildCare we are privileged 

to see many exciting and awakening 
moments of discovery 
and self-discovery among 
children who participate 
in our broad range of 
environmental education 
programs. We have 
watched a child who 
requires ongoing special 
assistance for academic 
focus at school attend 

WildCare camp, where she becomes 
the most focused child in the room. 
She loves animals, and connects 
immediately to something natural in 
their instinctive behavior.

Piera Von Glahn, now in college, 
volunteered at WildCare as a Student 
Volunteer while she was in high school. 
Piera established and ran her own 
club to protect the wild—Terra Linda 
Animal Rescue Club—still operating at 
Terra Linda High School.

In Last Child in the Woods, author 
Louv writes, “Nature inspires creativity 
in a child by demanding visualization 
and the full use of the senses.” If that 
sounds clinical, read the poem above, 
written by a fifth-grader named Emma 
after her field trip to China Camp.

Nature can help. Nature can heal. 
Nature can make a difference that lasts 
a lifetime. The generation of children 
we see growing up now need a real 
connection with nature more than they 
know or we can imagine. They can find 
it through WildCare.

Nature
New things to learn everywhere you look.

Animals everywhere from sky to ground.

Trees with red bark, tiny fruits, and long 
leaves.

Underground, little creatures run.

Red and brown and green, and so many 
other colors to see.

Enjoy the views of Miwok Meadows.

Emma
Willow Creek Academy

The effects of time spent in nature are visible and measurable, transforming 
grossed-out, squeamish kids into inquisitive thoughtful learners—and 
sometimes—even poets.
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WildCare is delighted to 
recognize an entrepreneur with a 
big heart. Jon Bobst recently began 
his own business in residential real 
estate. When he says that he is “not 
the typical agent,” that he has “his 
own style,” we can say we’ve found 
that to be true. Why? Because after 
his very fi rst real estate transac-
tion he called WildCare to say that, 
instead of giving his clients an 
expensive gift to thank them for 
their patronage, he would be mak-
ing a donation—in their names—of 
10% of his commission to one of the 
worthy agencies of their choice from 
a list of nonprofi t organizations. 
For his all-important fi rst sale, his 
clients chose WildCare. They have 
since rescued—and released—two 
of our wildlife hospital’s patients. 
We call that a win-win-win-win 
situation!

And then Mr. Bobst informed us 
that he had begun a nonprofi t affi li-
ates program. With each commis-
sion he earns, Jon will contribute 
10% of it to the nonprofi t organiza-
tion of his client’s choice, 25% if he 
secures a client as a result of a non-
profi t connection. On his website 
he writes, “If you don’t already have 
your own way of giving back, I en-
courage you to start now…. Together 
we CAN make a difference.” He’s 
right, and we can. Protecting the 
planet we all occupy, one venture at 
a time, seems like a very good way 
to do it.

local heroes...Ganging Up on
Avian Infl uenza

Marin County has been prepar-
ing for the inevitable arrival of avian 
infl uenza, commonly called bird fl u, 
since 2004. This year, Marin County 
Health and Human Services con-
vened a meeting of agencies 
critical to a response to avian 
infl uenza in birds in 
Marin County. The 
committee, named 
the Marin Avian 
Infl uenza Response 
(MAIR) group, has 
been meeting 
regularly to plan 
an integrated 
county-wide 
response. MAIR 
is a working group 
of the Marin County Pan-
demic Infl uenza Task Force.

More than twenty local and state 
agencies have joined MAIR to man-
age the human health issues as well 
as those involving domestic and wild 
animals. WildCare’s participation is 
central to the group’s effort involv-
ing wild birds, as is that of the Marin 
Humane Society, the Point Reyes Bird 
Observatory and the Marin Sonoma 
Mosquito and Vector Control District.

N5N1 Avian Influenza
WildCare’s Living with Wildlife 

Hotline gets calls from concerned citi-
zens wanting to help an injured bird 
but concerned about exposure to avian 
fl u. At this time, the highly virulent 

strain of H5N1 avian infl uenza has 
not reached the United States. Cases 
involving humans have been limited to 
people living elsewhere, in direct con-
tact with infected poultry or contami-

nated surfaces. So far the spread of 
H5N1 virus from person to person 

has been rare and has not 
continued beyond one 
person.

While migratory birds 
have been the focus of some 

media concern, Birdlife 
International states that 

“all evidence suggests 
that this strain is 
highly lethal to migra-

tory wild bird species 
and kills them quickly; 

that infected migrants cannot 
move long distances; and that the virus 
is most likely to be contracted locally, 
close to the site of deaths.” 

Case histories indicate that the 
close quarters of factory-farmed poul-
try are the most likely environment to 
harbor the virus and permit its spread. 

To protect yourself, get a fl u shot 
and follow common-sense precautions.

• Wash hands frequently.
• Do not pick up dead wildlife.
• Never handle injured or ill wild-

life with your bare hands. 
• Don’t feed wildlife. Feeding wild-

life is prohibited in Marin County.
• If you maintain bird feeders, be 

sure to clean them 
with a 10% bleach  
solution at least 
once a month.

For more infor-
mation on avian in-
fl uenza, visit www.
cdc.gov

 W

Map courtesy of U.S. 
Department of Health 
& Human Services
www.pandemicflu.gov
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What’s a food source for every-
thing from mountain lions to bacteria 
in Marin’s watersheds?

What animal is among the very 
few who bring precious ocean nutri-
ents to inland areas?

Who shows up in Lagunitas Creek 
after the fi rst few winter rains, dressed 
in reds, purples, copper and glinting 
blues and grays?

Marin’s own Lagunitas Creek sup-
ports one of the largest populations of 
endangered Coho Salmon remaining 
in California. Salmon are anadromous, 
meaning they’re born in freshwater 
streams, migrate to the ocean for part 
of their lives and return to spawn and 
die in their natal streams.  This migra-
tory life cycle makes them invaluable 
to our inland areas, because salmon 
bring nutrients like carbon, nitrogen, 
and phosphorus back from ocean 
hunting grounds into the relatively 
nutrient-poor inland streams.

Left, determined male leaps up the 
waterfall at the Inkwells in San Geronimo 
Creek, seeking his natal stream and the 
waiting females. Photo by Susan Farrar
Above, his genetic line assured through 
spawning, even in death this male coho 
continues to provide sustenance to the 
plants and animals of his watershed.  
Photo by Tom Schneider 

Above, the bright red male stays close as the 
female prepares to deposit her eggs in the 
gravel.  Often several males surround the 
female, and all contribute to egg fertilization.  
Photo by Susan Farrar

Human development, including 
dams, impervious surfacing, logging 
and agriculture, have reduced our 
local salmon habitat by well over half. 
Their numbers in Lagunitas Creek are 

down to approximately 500 per 
year, leaping upstream to spawn 
and die, leaving their eggs to hatch 
beneath the gravel. Salmon are 
truly a “keystone” species, mean-
ing that they help to support 
their entire community of organ-
isms. Learning their place in our 
streamside communites leads to 
a true understanding of the term 
“ecosystem”.

SPAWN (Salmon Protection and Wa-
tershed Network) is a volunteer-driven 
nonprofit organization working to 

protect the endangered salmon in the 
Lagunitas Watershed and the environ-
ment on which we all depend. 
Join SPAWN to see the salmon as they 
make their dramatic journey home to 
Lagunitas Creek. Information is avail-
able at www.spawnusa.org or 415-488-
0370, ext. 102.

mrs. t’s corner...

Nature’s Provider:
The Magnifi cent Coho
by Megan Isadore, SPAWN naturalist

Salmon carcasses, full of fat and 
rich with protein and minerals, arrive 
just as winter begins and food becomes 
harder to fi nd for terrestrial animals. 
The carcasses are eaten and dispersed 
as feces and urine, which results in an 
increase in the abundance and growth 
rates of animals, insects, and ripar-
ian (streamside) trees. In turn, the 
trees and insects feed and provide safe 
homes in stream deadfalls and tree 
roots for tiny salmon fry.  

Eggs buried in the gravel, an exhausted 
female guards her nest, called a “redd.” 
She has accomplished what only two or 
three of her 1700 siblings were able to do—
return to spawn. Photo by Megan Isadore

 “Teach children to love nature; 
people take care of what they love.”

–Elizabeth Terwilliger
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news and notes...

You Can Leave a Legacy
The Louise A. Boyd Circle

Give the gift
of a lifetime.

Please include WildCare in your will 
or estate plan. Tomorrow’s wildlife 

will be the better for it.

The Louise A. Boyd 
Circle

WildCare’s Home Response 
Service Gets “Under” Way

“Under” is the operative word in 
California. While some wildlife spe-
cies deem crawl spaces to be prime 
real estate, others fi nd an open invita-
tion to dig under your lawn. Jasmine 
Lemons is now on staff to fi eld calls 
from concerned homeowners and 
businesses, and to offer practical 

advice and solutions when some wild 
neighbor has made a nuisance of itself. 
Jasmine’s fi rst effort will be to help the 
caller fi nd one of the many free solu-
tions available to people who want to 
share the environment—but not their 
actual homes—with wildlife.

When the free solutions don’t 
work, however, WildCare’s Home 
Response Service is the next step. 
Jasmine is equipped to perform the 

from page 3 

My name is Janet H. Willis. I 
am a member of WildCare’s Louise A. 
Boyd Circle, the group of people who 
have included this wonderful organi-
zation in their wills or 
estate plans. The Circle 
is named for San Rafael 
resident and world ex-
plorer Louise A. Boyd, a 
woman of science who 
thought insightfully 
about tomorrow.

Like her—and 
you—I think about 
tomorrow, too. I want 
to know that there will 
be an organization that 
cares about the welfare 
of our habitat, about 
continuing a connec-
tion between people 
and nature. That’s why 
I included WildCare in 
my estate plans. It’s really important to 
me to know that there will be people 
who will carry my love of nature into 
the future for me, well beyond today, 
and even tomorrow.

I was born loving nature, but when 
I met Mrs. T, volunteered as a Nature 
Guide and saw her teach, I realized 
even more fully the profound and 
important connection between people 
and nature. Elizabeth Terwilliger woke 
me up to nature in my own “backyard” 
—my real backyard, my neighborhood, 
Marin County, the Bay Area and the 
planet. Her message for the generations 

of children she has taught, now envi-
ronmentally caring adults, is “Teach 
children to love nature; people take 
care of what they love.”

It is wonder-
ful that WildCare 
teaches the solu-
tion as it treats the 
problem—educating 
people, especially 
young people, to 
be stewards of their 
environment and, 
at the same time, 
treating wild animals 
that have suffered 
because of humans or 
their pets. The wild 
belongs to all of us; 
we are the ones who 
must take care of it.

It’s important to 
me to know that the 

wild will be wild to stay; it fi lls me 
with delight and gratitude to know 
that I can give my wholehearted long-
term support to WildCare, even after 
I can no longer watch its progress 
myself. For me, it is an organized way 
to keep the wild. 

From Albert Schweitzer: “Com-
passion, in which all ethics must take 
root, can only attain its full breadth 
and depth if it embraces all living 
creatures and does not limit itself to 
mankind.”
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actual work of humane exclusion. That 
may mean simply fi nding the entry 
area and sealing it, or applying rolls of 
chicken wire to a half-acre of lawn.

Remembering Mussopo
Mussopo, WildCare’s Wildlife 

Ambassador opossum, died on Octo-
ber 10th in her sleep. She had been ill 
for four weeks and many tests did not 
reveal the cause of her illness. Musso-
po was being cared for at the home of 
Mary Pounder, Opossum Team Leader 
and Director of the Wildlife Ambas-
sador Program. We remember you 
fondly, Mussopo.

Photo by JoLynn Taylor
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Lionel Mall started volunteer-
ing at WildCare in February 2006 
and quickly made himself indis-
pensable entering wildlife patient 
records and hotline calls in the 
database. As a “wildlife chauffeur,” 
Lionel uses his free time and his 
own vehicle to shepherd patients 
to specialist veterinarian appoint-
ments from Fairfi eld to Fremont. 
WildCare’s animal patients benefi t 
tremendously from the donated 
medical services of veterinarians 
throughout the Bay Area, but get-
ting them to their appointments is 
always a challenge. Lionel usually 
responds fi rst to a call for transpor-
tation, and his willingness to drive 
an animal to and from a veterinary 
visit is invaluable. 

Lionel has also represented 
WildCare at events throughout the 
Bay Area, and his knack for inter-
acting with the public has been a 
huge asset to WildCare. His work 
experience as a promoter and on-air 
announcer at several San Francisco 
radio stations made him the perfect 
choice to represent WildCare at 
popular events, including the Marin 
YMCA’s “Kids Day” and a recent 
Bonnie Raitt concert at the Concord 
Pavilion.

Lionel was born in Montreal, 
Canada, but has spent most of his 
life in Marin County, and when 
not helping out at WildCare, loves 
spending time with his young 
nephews. He speaks French fl uently, 
enjoys music, travel and bird watch-
ing. No doubt it’s only a matter of 
time before he puts those skills to 
work for WildCare, too!

A Marin Love Triangle
Photos and story by Randy Hust, Squirrel Foster Care Volunteer

As a foster care volunteer, I 
was used to seeing Buster, our large 
orange tabby cat, spend 
the afternoon watching 
squirrel TV from his fa-
vorite window. But when 
my wife Jeanne looked 
out the other day, his 
attention was different. A 
Bobcat was watching the 
squirrels, too. 

Knowing that the 
squirrel cage is predator-proof, (al-
though apparently not private), I ran 
to get my camera and headed out 
onto the deck, just to see Buster shoot 
through the open door and attack the 
much bigger cat. It was all too much 
commotion for the Bobcat, who tried 
to leave, but Buster gave chase and 
a big fi ght ensued with much yowl-
ing and screeching. I started scream-
ing bloody murder, too, and Buster got 
distracted. The Bobcat made a getaway.

Buster got away with a bloody 
ear and a couple of small cuts on his 
cheek. Was he protecting “his” squir-
rels? Good kitty!!! (Dumb kitty, may-
be.) All’s well that ends well, though I 
think the squirrels would appreciate a 
visual barrier and a new release site. 

tails from the wilds...volunteer
extraordinaire...

Do you have skills to donate?
Want to learn some new ones?

WildCare has a wide 
range of  volunteer opportuni-
ties for people ages 18 to 60+ 
who can spare two to four 
hours a week to help WildCare 
educate and heal. 

We need volunteers to help 
adults and children learn more 
about wildlife and the natural 
world. You can work at events, 
on nature hikes, directly 
with animals in the hospital 
or with our resident Wildlife 
Ambassadors. We need help 
in fundraising and administra-

tion. No matter 
which area you 
choose, we will 
provide complete 
training. With 
more than 300 
volunteers needed 
every year, volunteering at WildCare 
is a great way to learn new skills and 
meet new people who share your love 
of wildlife and concern for the envi-
ronment.

Email volunteer@wildcarebayarea.
org or call 415-453-1000, ext. 21 to 
learn more.

Acorn Woodpecker photo by Melanie Piazza
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November  200 6  -  Apr i l  2007
Schedu le  o f  Events

 Museum and Courtyard 
Programs

Wildlife Ambassadors* 
Ambassadors in the Courtyard FREE

 Pool Bird feeding: daily 12:30 & 4:30pm 
 Raptors: Tuesdays and Saturdays 3-5pm 
 

Events
Nature Lovers Ball

Mill Valley Community Center
Friday, February 2, 7-12pm

Spring Baby Shower
Sunday, April 29, 1-4pm

Dining For Wildlife
Tuesday and Wednesday,

May 22 and 23

Nature Education 
Programs

Adult Nature Guide Training $50
Alternate Saturdays, 9am-2pm

February 17 
March 3, 17, 31

April 14

Holiday Nature Camp, ages 6-8 $200
January 2-5, 9am-3pm

Spring Nature Camp, ages 6-8 $250
April 9-13, 9am-3pm

 Joys of Hiking
415-454-3250 or 415-883-4182 

Thursdays, 9:30am-2pm $45/series
Series III: November 30, December 7, 

14, 21
Series IV: January 18, 25, 

February 1, 8
Series V: March 1, 8, 15, 22
Series VI: April 5, 12, 19, 26
Series VII: May 10, 17, 24, 31

Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Programs

New Volunteer Orientations
Orientation for Adult Volunteers, 1-2pm
 One-hour orientation followed by 
100–Introduction to Wildlife 

Rehabilitation, 2-5pm $35
 January 20  February 10
 March 10 April 21
Orientation for Student Volunteers  FREE

Pre-registration is mandatory.
January 10, 7-8pm

Wildlife Conferences
2007 IWRC International

Education Symposium 
January 18-22 • Dallas TX

408-271-2685 www.iwrc-online.org

 *Pre-registration is required for all programs and events 
except those noted with an asterisk.  Call 415-453-1000
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