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Dear Friends,

This is a very exciting time for WildCare! Things 
have been jumping all spring and summer. I have so 
much good news to share….

For the past year, we have been working to 
develop stronger partnerships with other agencies 
that share our environmental and educational vision, 
including the Marin Humane Society, school districts 
and rehabilitation facilities in surrounding counties. 
We have launched an advisory council of experts in 
education, wildlife and related fields that will help 

guide WildCare as we improve and expand our work. We join representatives 
of the Animal Protection Institute, various parks and open space managers and 
other organizations in proactively addressing issues that relate to the interaction 
of people and wildlife to insure the best quality of life for all of us—feathered, 
furred and human.

We have developed a new mission statement to reflect a stronger image of 
WildCare as a forward-looking voice for wildlife: 

WildCare advocates for wildlife for a sustainable world.

Why “advocate”? Rehabilitation and education can only go so far in 
advancing the kind of changes we know must happen if wildlife and people are 
to move forward together into the future. Agencies like WildCare cannot ignore 
issues that involve human interactions with wildlife such as the brutal open field 
coursing of rabbits, inhumane trapping and predator control, and illegal wildlife 
relocation and eradication. Agencies like WildCare have first-hand knowledge 
that can influence the outcome of these issues. WildCare will add its voice to 
those working for positive environmental change, while remaining committed to 
core programs in wildlife rehabilitation and Terwilliger nature education. 

Along with our new mission statement, I am proud to introduce our 
new logo, designed for us (pro bono) by Rubber Design of San Francisco. You 
may notice we have dropped “Terwilliger Nature Education and Wildlife 
Rehabilitation” from our official name to convey the organization’s name in 
word and print more simply. And to underscore Mrs. T’s contribution to the 
Marin community and WildCare’s work to continue her legacy, we have officially 
named our 76 Albert Park Lane facility the “Terwilliger WildCare Center.”

Around the time you receive this newsletter our 
many new courtyard upgrades will be complete—new 
naturalized enclosures for our Wildlife Ambassadors, 
interpretive signs to provide more information to visitors, 
and a more pleasant atmosphere to learn about WildCare’s 
important work. And I am thrilled to take this opportunity 
to introduce our newest staff member, Pamela Westfall 
Bochte, who brings her passion for nature and wealth of 
experience to direct WildCare’s development efforts. 

All of this, and more, has been accomplished because of 
the dedication, talent and expertise of a wonderful staff, the 
leadership of a re-energized and strategically-thinking board 
of directors, the commitment and passion of WildCare’s 
volunteers and our many generous and thoughtful members and donors. Thank 
you for your unique contributions to WildCare.

May your fall adventures bring you peace, recreation, and inspiration.
Sincerely,

Karen J. Wilson
Executive Director

Pamela Westfall Bochte
WildCare’s new 
Development Director
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news and notes...

Festival Italiano
de Bocce

Venite al nostro 
festival italiano di Bocce Domenica, 
il 8 Otobre, 2006, 10-4 alle Marin 
Bocce Federation Courts, 550 B Street, 
San Rafael. Godete l’alimento ital-
iano squisito, il vino eccezionale e un 
gioco divertimento per avvantaggiare 
i programmi del WildCare. Support-
ate il festival, entrate in una squadra e 
portate i vostri amici—Meraviglioso! 

Telefonate 415.453.1000 o visitate 
www.wildcarebayarea.org.

Rabbit Coursing Ban Fails to 
Pass Assembly Appropriations 
Committee

This March, representatives of 
WildCare joined several other animal 
groups in Sacramento to speak in the 
State Assembly on behalf of Black-
tailed Jackrabbits and other animals in 
an attempt to pass legislation banning 
live coursing with native wildlife.

Live fi eld coursing is defi ned as
“...a competition in which dogs are, by 
the use of live rabbits, hares, or foxes, 
assessed as to skill in hunting live rab-
bits, hares, or foxes.” One Napa grey-
hound owner stated, “the owners bring 
their dogs out to basically play, and it’s 
as much fun for us as it is for the dogs.” 
The rabbits, on the other hand, if they 
are lucky enough to escape the trained 

dogs’ attack, may develop a disorder 
known as capture myopathy that can 
cause death days later.

Voting to ban the practice were 
the bill’s sponsor, Loni Hancock D-
Berkeley, Committee Chair Mark Leno 
D-San Francisco, Jackie Goldberg 
D-Los Angeles, and Mervyn Dymally 
D-South Los Angeles. The Anti-Cours-
ing Bill, AB 2110, passed the California 
Assembly’s Public Safety Committee, 
but failed to pass in the Assembly 
Appropriations Committee.

WildCare will work to reintroduce 
this bill in the next legislative session.

Happy Birthday, Mrs. T!
When you feel a sudden urge to 

rejoice in our glorious habitat on Sep-
tember 13, 2006, shout “Happy 97th 
Birthday, Mrs. T!!!”

Hungry 
Owl 
Project

The 
smallest 
of these 
Great 
Horned 

Owls fell from its nest in June. Al-
though the parents would continue to 
feed it on the ground, it was too young 
to escape predators there. Volunteers 
from the Hungry Owl Project were not 
able to return the baby to its original 
nest, so they fashioned an artifi cial 
nest from a laundry basket, and wired 
it fi rmly to the tree, near its own nest. 
They monitored the baby for the next 
month, when they were able to snap 
this photo of the little owl and his 
siblings.

A Beastly Baby Shower
WildCare staff and volunteers are 

still recovering from the amount of 
work and fun they had bringing back 
a mini version of the Beastie Bargain 
Bonanza, and winding up the weekend 
with this year’s Baby Shower. Hun-
dreds of people combed the huge ga-
rage sale on Saturday and Sunday, and 
the bargain hunters were all invited 
to the baby shower Sunday afternoon. 
Both events were very successful, 

WildCare representatives Mary Pounder, Melanie 
Piazza (shown here with representatives of 
Greyhound Pets of America), Jan Wild and Karen 
Wilson went to Sacramento to support proposed 
legislation banning open field coursing. Photo 
by Jan Wild

meaning lots of fun for people, and lots 
of fi nancial support for wildlife and 
WildCare programs. Thank you all for 
helping make it a great weekend!

Au revoir, Françoise
It is with great sadness that we bid 

adieu to Françoise Samuelson, a staff 
member and volunteer who is beyond 
extraordinary—she is non-pareille. 

Françoise joined WildCare as a 
volunteer in 1992, and worked here for 
a year before leaving to live in Singa-
pore for four years. Upon returning 
to Marin, Françoise made a beeline to 
WildCare and has donated thousands 
of hours every year since then. 

She completed a medical intern-
ship, and worked as a shift supervisor 
and Wildlife Technician. Françoise has 
mentored hundreds of new birdroom 
volunteers. She has been the night 
contact for the Marin Humane Society, 
and has nursed WildCare’s critical care 
songbirds. Every year since 2000 Fran-
çoise has also fostered the majority of 
Rock Doves brought to WildCare from 
all over the Bay Area because many 
centers refuse them. She will continue 
to share her knowledge.

We will miss you, Françoise. We 
wish you all the best and hope you’ll 
fi nd whatever comes next to be  “a 
piece of cake!”

Alex Godbe

Stephen Shaw

Gina Farr

news and notes
continued on page 6
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studies have shown that this 
persecution has only served to help 
the coyote increase in numbers. 

Dianne Wittner, Wildlife 
Biologist and Rehabilitator at 
the Alberta Institute for Wildlife 
Conservation, has had ample 
opportunity to observe these 
animals in the wild, as well as to 
work with them fi rst hand. She has 
noted that a stable family pack, left 
intact, controls its own numbers 
by selective breeding. Only the 
alpha female ovulates, and she 
only mates with the alpha male. 
Like the much-studied wolf packs, 
family members that don’t disperse 
contribute to the care of the alpha 
pair’s offspring. The pack protects 
its core territory from other 
coyotes, preventing multiple packs 
from forming in any one area. 

If the pack hierarchy is 
disrupted, however, as in the case 
of the alpha female’s death, the 

associate females may ovulate and 
all produce litters. 

Luckily, in Marin County, most 
people’s attitudes toward wildlife 
are more enlightened than in some 
other places. On September 1, 
2000, former WildCare Executive 
Director Bruce Truitt wrote to our 
members, asking them to contact 
their county supervisor about this 
issue. As Bruce put it, “Where better 
than Marin County to develop a 
model of humane predator control 
for the entire country?” 

His words were prophetic. 
In 2000, responding to public 
opinion, the Marin County Board 
of Supervisors voted to stop 
funding lethal predator control. 
The annual cost Marin County 
was paying for a wildlife trapper 
was reallocated toward a “Strategic 
Plan for Protection of Livestock 
and Wildlife” that would help 
qualified ranchers implement non-
lethal techniques. Marin County 
has become a role model in its 
use of non-lethal means to control 
predation of livestock. 

How do you say “coyote”? As kids in the 50s, we all wanted to 
be cowboys, and hear “cay-otes” howling on the prairie. Growing up 
in the aware 70s we learned the native people’s side of the picture, 
and they became “coy-o-tes,” sounding more akin to the name’s 
original Aztec origin. To this day, the two pronunciations refl ect the 
polarized attitudes we hold toward this icon of The West.

living with wildlife...

Getting to Know Marin’s Top Dog

Native Carnivore or Vermin? 

In many places attitudes 
toward predators have remained 
unchanged since the early 1900s: 
they are considered threats to 
humans and livestock, sometimes 
even vermin to be eradicated. 
According to the Animal Protection 
Institute (API), the coyote is 
still the most persecuted native 
carnivore in the United States; 
most states have government-
subsidized programs to eradicate 
them. Statistics from API show 
that in 2004 more than 75,000 
coyotes were killed nationwide by 
the USDA Wildlife Services agency 
using neck and leg snares and traps, 
aerial gunning, shooting, poisoning 
and a particularly cruel technique 
called “denning,” in which babies 
are killed in their dens using a 
variety of methods. U.S. taxpayers 
subsidize this killing. But recent 

Coyotes are a keystone species that balances 
the populations of other species in the 
ecosystem. Photo by Marian Eschen

Coyote pups in rehabilitation after their mother 
was killed. The loss of the alpha female of 
the pack can cause births among the pack’s 
associated females. Photo by Alberta Institute 
for Wildlife Conservation
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coyotes control populations of 
plant-eating rodents and jackrabbits. 
They help regulate the numbers of 
smaller predators such as foxes, 
raccoons, skunks and feral cats. 
Controlling these smaller predators 
helps increase the number and 
diversity of bird species. 

Prior to 1995, there are no 
records of coyotes receiving 
medical attention at WildCare, 
but since 2004, people are 
fi nding a couple every year—
most of them hit by cars. 
With human population rising 
and development increasing, 
people and coyotes are 
moving closer together. We’re 
here to stay; so are coyotes. So 
how do we live together?

Why Should We Care? 

Coyotes fi t one defi nition 
of a keystone species—a small 
predator that prevents a particular 
herbivorous species from 
decimating a dominant plant 
species. In relation to other species, 

Living with Coyotes

The techniques wildlife 
rehabilitators use in caring for 
coyotes are based on a knowledge 
of the species’ psychology. One of 
those methods can work for people 
who may encounter a coyote on a 
hike or even in their neighborhood. 
Most species recognize the stare 
of a predator and coyotes are no 
exception. Their social structure 
depends upon the “top dog” 
hierarchy, and it is essential for a 
human to establish eye contact and 
be the dominant animal. 

Other than making use of 
this psychological trait specifi c to 
canids, to live safely among coyotes 
we offer the same advice as for 

Don’t 
• • turn your back or 

run 
• • feed or attempt to 

tame a coyote
• • allow pets or 

children to roam 
unsupervised

• • allow your dog 
to interact with a 
coyote

• • leave pet food 
outside at night

• • allow pets out at 
night

• • allow dogs off-
leash in coyote 
territory

Do
• • make yourself “big 

and aggressive”
• • secure trash cans 

well and pick up ripe 
fallen fruit

• • keep yourself 
between a coyote 
and a child

• • fence your property 
to protect children 
and livestock

• • vaccinate and spay 
or neuter your pets

• • report sightings to 
the Marin Humane 
Society Coyote Task 
Force

Since 2004 WildCare has seen an increased 
number of coyotes that have been hit by cars. 
Photo by Melanie Piazza
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Hearing the Hearing the 
coyote’s howl coyote’s howl 
connects us to connects us to 

our past, to our our past, to our 
place in nature place in nature 

and to the and to the 
greater web of greater web of 

life.life.
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other wild animals: exclusion and 
removal of attractants.

Coyote Task Force

Several concerned 
organizations and 
agencies have formed 
a task force to increase 
public education 
about how to coexist 
with coyotes and 
to reduce negative 
interactions between 
coyotes and people. 
WildCare has joined 
the Marin Humane 
Society, the Animal 
Protection Institute, 
the Marin County 
Open Space District, the Mill 
Valley Police Department, and the 
Marin County Parks Department 
to help inform and engage the 
local community. To track coyote 

news and notes, 
continued...

An Evening with Wine and 
Gophers

Hungry Owl Project and the Marin 
Art and Garden Center’s Garden 
Education Council hosted Thomas 
Wittman of Gophers Limited in May at 
the Marin Art and Garden Center. Mr. 
Wittman discussed how to identify the 
differences in burrow systems, feed-
ing patterns and garden damage done 
by voles, moles, gophers and ground 
squirrels, and a variety of non-toxic 
methods to control burrowing rodents.

Italian Bocce Festival
Come to our Italian 

Bocce Festival on Sunday, 
October 8, 2006, 10-4 at the Marin 
Bocce Federation Courts, 550 B Street, 
San Rafael. Enjoy delicious Italian 
food, exceptional wine and a great 
game to benefi t WildCare’s wildlife 
rehabilitation and nature education 
programs. Be a sponsor, enter a team 
and bring your friends—Meraviglioso! 
Call 415.453.1000 or visit www.wild-
carebayarea.org.

Shop like there’s no tomorrow
And while you’re at it, if you 

register your WildCare preference 
with eScrip, Amazon.com and local 
businesses like the Mill Valley Market 
(links are on www.wildcarebayarea.
org), each will contribute a percentage 
of your purchase to WildCare. Enjoy 
your new merchandise, and thanks for 
thinking of us.

Errata
An unfortunate error omitted the 

Seven Springs Foundation’s generous 
grant of $3,000 from our annual re-
port. Here, our apologies and grateful 
thanks. 

news and notes
continued on page 13

Coyotes live among us. Marian Eschen 
photographed the coyote at left while hiking 
in the East Bay hills. Above, night cameras set 
up in Mill Valley captured this shot of “Clint” a 
coyote that is part of a pack being monitored by 
Ginny Fifield, a Research Biologist working with 
the Coyote Task Force. 

sightings, the Coyote Task Force is 
asking the community to become 
part of the solution by filing 
sighting reports.

The Animal 
Protection Institute 
has created 
literature for 
public education, 
with signs that 
the Marin County 
Open Space District 
will place in areas 
where coyotes have 
been seen. Their 
comprehensive 
booklet, Coyotes in 
our Midst, outlines 
all aspects of coyote 

natural and political history. To 
obtain a copy, contact the Animal 
Protection Institute at www.
coexistingwithwildlife.org or call 
1-800-348-7387.

How to Help and Who to Call In Marin:
Coyote sighting: Call the Marin Humane Society (415-883-4621) to 

fi le a sighting report.
Injured coyote: Call WildCare (415-456-SAVE) for advice, call the 

Marin Humane Society (415-883-4621) for transport.
Coyote attack: Call 911 or your local police department.
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Wildlife Dot-to-Dot
Who’s hiding in this picture? 

just for kids...

I usually eat meat, like mice and rabbits, but sometimes I 
eat plants, especially berries and other fruit. 
My babies are called pups.
I sometimes live in a family group called a pack.

Need a 
Hint?

 Autumn 2006  www.wildcarebayarea.org  WildCare   7
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Jesse Bailey met some strenu-
ous requirements to qualify for the 
Student Internship she is now en-
gaged in. She had to have completed 
at least two regular student volun-
teer sessions, gotten a recommenda-
tion from a supervisor and a medi-
cal staff person, and maintained her 
regular Student Volunteer shift. All 
so she could work an additional ten 
hours assisting the medical staff, 
learning procedures and completing 
an internship project. But Jesse feels 
it’s worth it. 

As an intern, 15-year-old Jesse 
will learn a number of things, such 
as proper wildlife handling, how to 
do an intake exam, calculate and 
administer medications, interpret 
Xrays, fecal tests and blood work, 
clean and dress wounds and main-
tain medical records. 

To home-schooled Jesse, it is 
just another part of her education, 
one that integrates science, mathe-
matics, communications and report-
ing skills. She has already organized 
and designed costumes for a youth-
run Shakespeare company, founded 
an environmental and humanitar-
ian aid group, and participated 
in shoreline cleanups and habitat 
restorations. She’s spent summers 
working on an archaeological dig 
in Arizona as one of the only young 
people working with adults. 

As her fi nal intern project, Jesse 
plans to develop a Student Volunteer 
Committee that would organize the 
training of new Student Volunteers. 
Her education continues to educate!

16 Pacific Ring-necked Snakes

15 Northern Pacific Rattlesnakes

8 Sharp-tailed Snakes

3 Coastal Rubber Boas

2 Western Yellow-bellied Racers

For more information about California snakes, visit 
www.californiaherps.com. Photos by Gary Nafis

Since 1992, WildCare staff and 
volunteers have treated and cared for 
more than 200 snakes representing 
ten different species. All of them are 
fascinating and benefi cial animals that 
play an important role in the ecology 
of Marin County. Only one is venom-
ous: the rattlesnake.

Here is a quick look at the most 
common snakes we see at WildCare, 
listed in order of descending frequen-
cy. These are also the ones you are 
most likely to fi nd in your garden or 
on a hike. 

88 Pacific Gopher Snakes

56 garter snakes, three spe-
cies: California Red-sided, Coast 
Terrestrial, and Western Aquatic 
(not shown)

28 California King Snakes

Marin’s Common Snakes

Is the snake 
venomous?

NO

YES

volunteer
extraordinaire...
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patient
gallery

Virginia Opossum (#0514) 
had been hit by a car and was 
picked up by Marin Humane 
Society Field Offi cer James Reis 
at the Corte Madera Village Shop-
ping Center on June 10. On the 
examination table at WildCare, the 
5.8 pound female sat hunched, jaw 
working continuously, and breathing 
with great diffi culty. Further examina-
tion revealed that there were nine baby 
opossums inside her pouch, apparently 
unharmed.

The opossum family spent its fi rst 
night in a warm secluded cage where 
mother proved that her jaw function 
was stable enough to allow her to eat 
soft foods. Within fi ve days, everyone 
was doing well, and baby opossums 
could be observed beginning to grow 
too large for their mother’s pouch. Al-
though the mother was healthy enough 
to be released, disruption for the young 
at this size could be hazardous, so 
the family was given more time for 
the pups to grow. With a night-vision 
camera set up by volunteer Steve Shaw, 
staff has been able to observe pup de-
velopment and parental behavior. 

Western Rattlesnake (#0429) 
was brought to WildCare by Marin 
Humane Society Field Offi cer Mark 
Rose on May 15. The reptile had been 
found in Novato, the upper third 
of its body tangled in netting. After 
sedating the snake, staff removed the 

plastic garden netting and treated its 
minor injuries. It was secured in a 
large warm aquarium until it recovered 
from the sedation. Once responsive, it 
was offered a meal of two small mice. 
At 9:30am on May 16, staff noted the 
snake was “...alert, attentive, rattling. 
Defi nitely responsive!” The snake was 
returned to his territory later that day.

Gray Fox (# 0615) came to 
WildCare on June 7 from Terra 
Linda. Found under the deck of 

Sue Holland’s home, the baby was 
unfrightened and somewhat shaky, but 
had beautiful teeth, no signs of illness 
or injury and was ravenously hun-
gry. He was quarantined for possible 
distemper, but by June 9 had gained 
weight. That same day, another fox kit 
(#0640) was brought in by the Marin 

Humane Society from the same loca-
tion. The sibling was unnaturally calm 
and somewhat shaky with occasional 
head tremors—both signs of canine 
distemper—but he tucked right into 
the food he was offered, although he 
had diffi culty chewing and swallowing. 

On June 10, fox kit #0615 was 
found having seizures, stumbling 
about his cage and whimpering, con-
fi rmation that he had probably been 
orphaned when his parents had died of 
distemper. Distemper is highly conta-
gious to other canids, and untreatable; 
he was euthanized. Several hours later, 
his sibling’s condition had also dete-
riorated to the point where euthanasia 
was the most humane solution.

Five Common Ravens (#0408-
0412) arrived at WildCare still 
snuggled in the nest that had been 
dislodged when the tree it was in had 
been cut. Brought to WildCare by Car-
ole Sievers of Healdsburg on May 12, 
the young birds showed no apparent 
injury. An attempt was made to put the 
nest back where the parents could fi nd 
it and continue to feed the babies.

The reunion was unsuccessful. 
Corvids, while highly successful as 
a species, are extremely cautious as 
individuals. Normally they are atten-
tive parents, but fi nding their family 
in a new location was apparently too 
threatening for the adults. The little 
family of big babies was transferred to 
Elaine Friedman of Corvid Connection 
for specialized foster care until they 
could be released.

JoLynn Taylor

Mary Pounder

JoLynn Taylor

Melanie Piazza
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What began as a flood control 
reservoir project in 1973 has become 
a jewel of natural beauty for the Santa 
Rosa community. The flows of warm 
mineral springs as well as Santa Rosa 
Creek and Spring Creek are captured in 
the central feature of Spring Lake Park, 
a 72-acre lake that expands to hold the 
torrents of runoff from winter rains.

Over thousands of years the 
seasonal wetlands surrounding Spring 
Lake were home to the Southern Pomo 
and Wappo tribes of hunter-gatherers. 
After 1770 Spanish settlers introduced 
ranching and farming. By the late 
1800s quarries yielded stones for the 
cobblestone streets of San Francisco.

Today Spring Lake Park—with 
over 300 acres bordered by earthen 
dams—is a unique mosaic of habitats. 
Wildcare’s Terwilliger Nature Guides 
celebrate this diversity as they lead 
school children along the shore of the 
freshwater lake and strips of marsh, 
through oak and California bay 
laurelwoodland, grassland meadows, 
and even patches of chaparral. 

The Lake
The lake is ringed with cattails, 

tule rushes, horsetails, willows and 
alders, where you first hear and then 
see Red-winged Blackbirds, thrushes, 
warblers, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, and 
Song Sparrows. Roosting in the trees 
of small islands in the lake are Belted 
Kingfishers, Ospreys and, in winter 
months, the visiting Double-crested 
Cormorants. 

You sometimes see Great Egrets, 
Snowy Egrets, Great Blue Herons and 
Western Pond Turtles in the shallows. 
The lake shore provides shelter, 
food and a calm, shaded nursery for 
raccoons, skunks, minks, opossums, 
crayfish, frogs, several species of fish, 
and River Otters. On the open water 
are Mallards, grebes, coots, and Canada 
Geese in abundance.

Woodlands
The coast live oak, deciduous oaks, 

California buckeye and California bay 
of the woodlands are home to Acorn 
Woodpeckers, flickers, crows, ravens, 
Western Gray Squirrels and California 

Ground Squirrels. Lichen hangs from 
many of the tree limbs and also grows 
on rocks alongside soft green moss. 
Indian soap plant, miner’s lettuce 
and fragrant mint as well as poison 
oak flourish in the shade of the trees. 
Look under a rock and you may see 
a scorpion or a slender salamander. 
Western Fence Lizards, “blue-bellies,” 
scamper along rocks. 

Grasslands
Guides keep their nets handy 

in the grasslands as spring brings 
a multitude of butterflies, such as 
the Mourning Cloak and Yellow 
Swallowtail. Winter rains bring 
wildflowers that start with pale white 
milkmaids. As the meadow grasses 
dry into thatch they reveal the tunnels 
and holes of the meadow voles. 
Gopher throws are everywhere. Pacific 
Rattlesnakes and Gopher Snakes have 
plenty to eat here.

Chaparral
A favorite destination for our 

Guides is Jackrabbit Meadow, a 
rocky flat dotted with purple-barked 
manzanita bushes, madrone trees, and 
rattlesnake grass. A lucky group might 
see a jackrabbit bounding for cover. 
Black-tailed Deer graze here as they 
emerge from the nearby forest. The 

Nature Guide Mary DeLap and students spot a 
Red-tailed Hawk (above) in Spring Lake Park’s 
oak woodlands.

tripping with terwilliger nature guides...

Spring Lake: An Oasis for Wildlife
by Maria Rowell, photos by Janet Sinnicks
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buzzing and acrobatics of the Anna’s 
Hummingbirds catch our ears and 
eyes. Overhead we often spot Turkey 
Vultures, Red-tailed Hawks and flocks 
of swallows zooming around. In the fall 
the coyote brush opens its furry flowers, 
and often we hear plaintive cries of 
California Quail from the bushes.

Native American
The lore of Native American uses 

for the many resources of the park 
reveals the past. Children are delighted 
to learn that that the fluff of cattails was 
used for diapers, and that the pungent 
leaves of the California bay trees are 
nature’s insect repellent, distasteful to 
fleas, gnats, mosquitoes and ticks.

The story of Spring Lake Park is 
its diversity. As we walk through one 
habitat after another we marvel at the 
rich variety of plants and trees, soil and 
rock types, furred, scaled and feathered 
residents and feel very fortunate to 
have this wild place in the middle of an 
urban area. As our only site in Sonoma 
County, it has just about everything a 
Nature Guide could want.

Seeing is believing. An abundance of wild plant 
and animal life is everywhere you look. Above, 
a Black-tailed Deer eyes the group warily. 
Below, crayfish and an introduced bullfrog 
provide ample opportunity to discuss the 
impact for good or bad people can have on the 
environment.
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tales from the wilds of marin...

“A fox has been sitting on the 
fence barking at our dogs.” 

Dru Monroe of Novato called 
WildCare’s hotline to see if we knew 
why a fox would behave like this. 
Many calls that come in on the hotline 
require a bit of detective work, and 
this one was particularly rewarding.

The fi rst thing we asked Dru was 
whether her dogs were vaccinated. 
Foxes carry and are very susceptible to 
canine distemper. Dru assured us the 
dogs’ vaccines were all up to date. 

“How long has it been doing this?” 
asked the staffer who took the call. 
“We’ve seen the fox around for weeks,” 
answered Dru, “but it just started 
barking at our dogs about a week ago.” 

“Is she a female?” the staffer asked. 
“If so, maybe she is defending kits 
somewhere nearby. Fox kits are usu-
ally tended by two parents, so if you 
spot another adult it might mean they 
have a den nearby.” 

Gray Foxes mate in January, and 
55-63 days later, the mother gives 
birth to one to seven kits. When the 
young are about 6 weeks old they be-

gin to eat solid food (mice are a favor-
ite) and spend the summer with their 
parents, learning to hunt. The family 
breaks up in August or September.

 Intrigued, Dru decided to do some 
sleuthing. She talked to her neighbors, 
and discovered that they too had seen 
the fox. Furthermore, she learned that 
another elderly neighbor had recently 
moved to a nursing home, leaving her 
house and yard vacant. The fox seemed 
to be guarding that property.

The neighbor, Laura McIntosh, 
fi nally solved they mystery when she 
saw two foxes in the vacant yard. On 
May 20 the neighbors spotted kits. 

Marin is Exclusive—
in a Good Way!

 While these Novato neighbors 
are all charmed at having a fox fam-
ily among them, not everyone has the 
luxury of a vacant yard in the neigh-
borhood. When wildlife got a little too 
close for comfort in his crawl space, 
one Fairfax resident wanted help evict-
ing uninvited campers—and WildCare 
people got a chance to practice some 
exclusion techniques.

Native Gray Foxes make great neighbors but they are not particularly fond of dogs. Rodents will not 
be a problem as long as they are around. Photo by Laura McIntosh

Melanie Piazza and Alison Her-
mance accompanied Sonoma County 
Wildlife Rescue on an exclusion ser-
vice call to Mill Valley in April, where 
an animal had been living in the crawl 
space. The crew found a nest of baby 
raccoons, warm and cozy, a sure sign 
that mom was close by. Assured the 
mother would move the babies when 
they were old enough to forage, the ho-
meowner was willing to let them stay a 
few weeks longer.

Truly humane wildlife exclusion 
calls for a thorough knowledge of wild-
life natural history, and who knows 
wildlife better than rehabilitators? 
WildCare has been examining the pos-
sibility of offering wildlife exclusion to 
Marin clients. In San Francisco and the 
North Bay, wildlife rehabilitation agen-
cies are already taking on jobs formerly 
handled by nuisance wildlife control 
operators (NCWOs). 

Look for more stories about Wild-
Care’s “exclusive” adventures as our 
new service gets rolling this fall. 

Hot Competition for Marin 
Real Estate

Melanie Piazza suits up for an underdeck 
adventure with Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue’s 
Exclusion service as she picks up some tricks of 
the trade. Photo by Alison Hermance

Doris Duncan of Sonoma Wildlife Rescue seals 
off an underdeck access after being sure no 
wildlife was trapped inside. Photo by Melanie 
Piazza
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 When WildCare’s songbird 
room was severely damaged in the 
heavy rains last spring, Facilities 
Manager Jacob Fries approached our 
backyard neighbors, Northern Pa-
cifi c Roofi ng, for an estimate. Own-
ers Barry and Kathi Murri offered to 
donate the roof and all their services 
to WildCare. Barry and Kathi are 
truly “local” heroes, both natives 
of Marin. Barry has worked as a 
professional roofi ng contractor since 
1992 and as their website (www.
northernpacifi croofi ng.com) pro-
claims, they consider a roof “more 
than just shingles and plywood over 
your head. It protects your family 
or business and life’s most precious 
treasures and experiences.” 
 Northern Pacifi c Roofi ng started 
in 2002 specializing in roofi ng, side-
wall and gutters for both commercial 
and residential clients throughout 
Marin and the Bay Area. Named a 
“Peak Performance Contractor,” a 
designation given to contractors who 
maintain an extremely high level of 
customer service (90% and above as 
determined by a third-party survey), 
Northern Pacifi c Roofi ng loves doing 
business in Marin and helping give 
back to the local community.
 In May of 2006 Northern Pacifi c 
Roofi ng installed the US Intec Class 
A fi reproof roof system for our 
songbird ward, making our bird-
room a snug and safe haven for the 
hundreds of injured and orphaned 
baby songbirds we take in each 
spring. In their newly renovated and 
well-roofed ward, WildCare’s baby 
songbirds are growing up strong and 
healthy!
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news and notes, continued...

It’s a Match!
A good match can be so many 

things—a fun piece of clothing to go 
with a boring one, a happy choice of 
wall color, even a happy marriage. At 
WildCare it can be a perfect gift.

WildCare is fortunate to have 
great members, generous donors and 
dedicated volunteers who support our 
ongoing programs in wildlife reha-
bilitation and nature education. One 
wonderful guy who falls into all three 
categories is Stephen Shaw. He works 
for Microsoft, and he helps his em-
ployer—as all who give to WildCare 
can—support WildCare too. 

Microsoft is an employer that 
matches several types of gifts—as 
do many others. We are grateful that 
Steve has given to WildCare in all 
three cate gories—cash, volunteer 
hours and products—and has request-
ed a match for each gift from Micro-
soft. He has set an as yet 
unmatched example.

Want to make a terrifi c 
match? Please visit www.
wildcarebayarea.org for a 
long list of Bay Area com-
panies that have matching 
gift programs. Thanks. 
And thanks again.

Dining for Wildlife, 
2006

Good food, good wine, good 
company and a great cause: Wild-
Care. What more can you want on a 
Tuesday or Wednesday evening? 

This year’s very successful event 
got rolling with the help of our 
sponsors: Robert Erteman, DVM, 
Farallone Pacifi c Insurance, Brian 
and Gail Lanigan, 
George Lucas, 
R.A.B. Motors and 
Schumann Print-
ers. Volunteers and 
staff assembled 
the invitations for 
mailing and the 
rest was up to the 
diners and the 
restaurants.

Thanks so much to all the partici-
pating restaurants: Cacti Bar & Grill, 
Cafe Arrivederci, California Culinary 
Academy, The Caprice, El Paseo, 
Frantoio Ristorante, Hilltop Cafe, Il 
Davide, Insalata’s, Izzy’s Steaks & 
Chops, Las Camelias, Lotus Cuisine 
of India, Marche aux Fleurs, Maria 
Manso World Cuisine, The Melting 
Pot, Millennium, Olema Inn, Pacifi c 
Cafe Seafood, Panama Hotel and Res-
taurant, Piazza D’Angelo Ristorante, 
Poggio Ristorante, Station House Cafe, 
Wild Fox and Yet Wah.

Fabulous food 
and fun times! 
Right, Alison 
Hermance and 
Anne Barker at 
the staff party; 
below, Board 
Member Susan 
Rusche dined 
with family. 
Photos by 
JoLynn Taylor

Above, the Saturday 
clinic shift enjoyed 
an evening out at 
Cafe Arrivederci; left, 
volunteers stuffed 
envelopes for the 
invitation mailing. 
Photos by JoLynn 
Taylor

from page 6 

local heroes...
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Can nature maintain and restore 
human balance, health and happiness? 
More than 85 current and former 
members of the Joys of Hiking answer 
with an emphatic affi rmative! Begun 
by naturalists Delanna Schneider 
and Jeanne Cohn thirty years ago, 
this group of active hikers assembles 
on Thursdays to adventure through 
Marin, neighboring counties and far-
away places. 

Hikes are open to anyone inter-
ested, with discounts to WildCare 
members, in a rotating series (see 
the schedule on the back). A portion 
of the proceeds comes to WildCare 
in support of our nature education 
programs. Each series ends with a 
gourmet pot luck picnic that has 
served well to bond the group of regu-
lars. Thirty years is nothing to shake a 
walking stick at! 

Delanna, who specializes in 
birds, and Jeanne, who specializes 
in plants, both found themselves 
in a docent guild at the Louise 
Boyd Museum, one of WildCare’s 
predecessor organizations. Trained by 
a distinguished group of naturalists, 
they became fascinated with what 
they learned.

Together, they started an active 
hiking club, which met for its fi rst year 
at the Corte Madera Recreation Center. 

the environmental approach...

Delanna and Jeanne, celebrating 
thirty years of good hikes with the 
preparation of a forthcoming book 
on their experiences, confi rm that 
no matter what has happened in the 
hikers’ lives—good and bad—one of 
their greatest joys has been Joys of 
Hiking.

Left, Don Humphreys adjusts a sun hat for his 
wife Ginger. Photos by Karen Wilson

Pictured below at one gourmet potluck are (L 
to R) Heike Dietrich, Sheila Hershon, Karen 
Konrad, Carolyn Wood, Lorie Nolte (seated), 
Marge Spina (deceased), Don Humphreys, 
Pat Kvam, Sharon Bozic, Mimi Griffin-Jones, 
Jeanne Cohn, Anita Mohr, Ginger Humphreys, 
Linda Hatch (seated), Joyce Johnson, Delanna 
Schneider (seated), and Chris, a visiting hiker. 
Photo by Don Humphreys

In February, 1976, they brought Joys 
of Hiking to the Louise Boyd Museum, 
now WildCare, on Albert Park Lane. 
Just over ten years later, in 1989, the 
group, though still hiking regularly in 
the Bay Area, also began to hike the 
world. They went fi rst to Hawaii, and 
have since been to Wisconsin, Belize, 
Baja, the Sea of Cortez, Costa Rica, and 
Arizona, to name just a few of their 
destinations.

No matter where it takes them, 
each Joys of Hiking adventure includes 
a wealth of natural history, one of 
the group’s main goals. Education 
in nature is what appeals most to 
long-time hiker and WildCare Board 
President Don Humphreys, who 
relishes each new hike as an exciting 
educational opportunity, “It’s a great 
way to learn about our wonderful Bay 
Area backyard!”

Thirty Years of Happy Trails 
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 “Teach children to love nature; 
people take care of what they love.”

–Elizabeth Terwilliger

As you cross the bridge to Wild-
Care, you may notice the small creek 
below you. You might see a Mallard 
energetically swimming against the 
current. Many people, however, hardly 
notice this small urban stream. 

Mahon Creek is much smaller than 
it was in its heyday, when rafts car-
ried supplies upstream to construction 
sites; but it is still a thriving ecosystem. 
Connecting to San Francisco Bay, it is 
subject to the ebb and flow of the tide.

 During winter storms, the water 
may overflow the bridge and in the 
dry summers the creek bottom is often 
exposed. The mud provides a home for 
many species of invertebrates, and vari-
ous algae survive in the brackish water. 
These tiny creatures support a complex 
food web.

You may see coots swimming with 
Mallards, or observe egrets stalking 
their prey. Black-crowned Night Herons 
and an occasional hawk can be seen 
perching in the trees shading the creek, 
while turtles bask in the sun.

When the tide is coming in, you 
may spy some of the large carp that 
forage in the creek. Other wild visitors 
leave their prints in the mud dur-
ing low tide, such as rats, opossums, 
raccoons and even a River Otter. If 
you’re really lucky, you may even spot 
a Leopard Shark, coming in from the 
bay, possibly seeking a place to have 
her young.

Next time you visit WildCare, give 
yourself a treat and watch the creek for 
a few moments. You never know what 
you may see!

Left, carp ride the tide as it comes in to Mahon 
Creek. Below, a Mallard pair swim by a basking 
turtle. Photos by JoLynn Taylor

Give the gift
of a lifetime.

Please include WildCare 
in your will or estate plan. 
Tomorrow’s wildlife will be 

the better for it.

Remembering

Hibou
1989 - 2006

Wildlife Ambassador Hibou, 
a Great-horned Owl, died on 
April 27 at his off-site home 
where he lived with Camille 
Gazeau. He came to WildCare as 
an adult in 1989 with a severe 
fracture of his wrist that resulted 
in the loss of the end of his 
wing. Hibou had been a Wildlife 
Ambassador since 1990.
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August  -  November  200 6
Schedu le  o f  Events

 Museum and Courtyard 
Programs

Wildlife Ambassadors* 
Ambassadors in the Courtyard FREE

 Pool Bird feeding: daily 12:30 & 4:30pm 
 Raptors: Tuesdays and Saturdays 3-5pm 
 

Events
Volunteer Appreciation Party
Marin Bocce Federation Courts 
Sunday, September 10, 12-4pm

Italian Bocce Festival
Marin Bocce Federation Courts 

Sunday, October 8, 10-4pm

Nature Guide Programs
Fall Nature Guide Training $50

Alternate Saturdays, 9am-2pm
September 16, 30
October 7, 14, 28

November 18

Wildlife Conferences

CCWR Symposium, Palm Desert, CA
August 26, 2006

415-541-5090 www.ccwr.org

 Joys of Hiking

Thursdays, 9:30am-2pm $45/series
Series I: September 7, 14, 21, 28
Series II: October 19, 26, November 2, 9
Series III: November 30, December 7, 14, 21

 
Call for reservations:
415-454-3250 or 415-883-4182 

 *Pre-registration is required for all programs and events 
except those noted with an asterisk. 

Call 415-453-1000
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Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Programs

New Volunteer Orientations
Orientation for Adult Volunteers, 1-5pm
 One-hour orientation followed by 
100–Introduction to Wildlife 

Rehabilitation  $35
 September 16  October 14
Orientation for Student Volunteers FREE

Pre-registration is mandatory.
August 30, 7-8pm


